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TRAITS   OF    NATURE. 


CHAPTER  I. 


REGLUITAL. 


To  Lord  Ennerdale,  the  mystery  of  Adela's 
sudden  change  of  countenance  was  amply 
explained  by  the  vision  of  the  tall  stranger. 
He  lived  too  much  in  the  world  to  be  unac- 
qudnted  with  the  person  of  Mr.  Cleveland, 
though  the  confirmed  antipathy  between  him- 
self and  Julius  had  precluded  the  slightest 
approach  towards  any  species  of  intercourse 
with  that  young  man's  father. 

It  was,  however,  to  the  Earl,  a  matter  of 
some  surprise,  (well  as  he  was  aware,  from 
the  frank  communications  of  Mr.  Somer- 
ville,  of  Adela's  total  banishment  from  her 
paternal  home  during  so  long  a  period),  that 
she  should  thus  instantly  recognize  him  in 
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the  midst  of  so  numerous  an  assembly :  but 
when  he  reflected  upon  the  extraordinary 
family  resemblance  subsisting  between  Mr. 
Cleveland,  his  son,  and  the  General,  the 
wonder  ceased,  and  he  readily  admitted, 
that  it  was  scarcely  possible  an  observer 
who  was  interested  in  the  scrutiny,  could  be 
mistaken  in  his  identity. 

Conscious  that  the  dismay  with  which 
she  found  herself  an  object  of  such  strict 
examination,  was  increased  by  his  vicinity. 
Lord  Ennerdale,  ever  attentive  to  her  feel- 
ings, considerately  arose,  and  sauntered  in 
an  indirect  line  towards  the  spot  where 
Jemima  was  still  volubly  conversing  with 
her  uncle.  She  was  insensible  of  his  ap- 
proach till  he  stood  within  two  or  three 
paces  of  her;  when,  instantly  checking  the 
rapid  tide  of  her  elocution,  and  colouring 
violently,  she  hastily  turned  aside  her  head^ 
and  affected  not  to  see  him. 

Already  but  slenderly  disposed  to  think 
well  of  her,  this  manifest  embarrassment, 
amounting  almost  to  a  look  of  guilt,  con- 
firmed Lord  Ennerdale  in  the  belief  that  he 
had  interrupted  her  in  the  prosecution  of 
some  malignant  purpose.     On  perceiving 
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him^  the  severe  brow  of  Mr.  Cleveland  was 
contracted  into  a  permanent  frown  ;  he  re- 
garded him  for  a  moment  with  haughty 
surprise,  as  if  questioning  by  what  right  he 
adventured  so  immediately  within  the  in 
fluence  of  his  eye-shot — and  then  walked 
sternly  away. 

Lord  Ennerdale,  half  smiling,  now  drew 
still  nearer  to  Jemima,  and  standing  so  im- 
mediately opposite  to  her  that  she  could  no 
longer  avoid  looking  at  him,  he  quietly,  but 
significantly  said — 

'^  Why  do  you  deny  all  notice  to  a  friend 
when  he  approaches  you,  whom,  at  a  dis- 
tance, you  thought  worthy  to  engage  so 
much  of  your  attention  ?  Have  you  been 
reporting  of  me  any  evil,  or  are  you  appre- 
hensive I  should  read  your  delinquency  in 
your  eyes  ?" 

This  frank  and  unexpected  attack  at  first 
heightened  the  discomfiture  \a  the  amazed 
Jemima  to  an  excess  almost  intolerable : 
but  recovering  in  a  few  moments  her  wonted 
intrepidity,  and  glad  of  any  opportunity  of 
saying  to  him  a  civil  thing,  she  answered, 
with  great  softness— 

"  I  believe^  my  lord,  you  are  prettv  well 
b2 
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convinced,  that  from  me  you  have  no  delin- 
quency to  apprehend  of  the  nature  you 
speak  of.  But,  at  all  events,  I  am  a  gainer 
hy  your  mistrust,  since  it  has  brought  you 
to  defend  your  character  in  person." 

"  It  would  go  to  my  heart,"  replied  he, 
bowing,  yet  regarding  her  with  an  air  ex- 
tremely incredulous,  "  to  deny  implicit  cre- 
dit to  so  flattering  a  speech  :  but  the  trite 
truism  tlrdt  facts  are  stubborn  things,  is  not, 
you  will  allow,  easy  to  be  confuted ;  and 
what  fact  was  ever  plainer,  than  that, 
whilst  you  were  conversing  with  Mr.  Cleve- 
land, he  directed  his.  observation  with 
marked  displeasure  towards  the  place  which 
I  occupied.  Whence  arose  that  ^lisplea- 
sure  ?  And  how  came  you,  my  avowed 
champion,  to  let  it  acquire  such  ascen- 
dency ?" 

There  is  nothing  that  more  completely 
disconcerts  the  artful  and  treacherous  than 
being  dealt  with  so  fearlessly  and  plainly. 
An  insinuated  suspicion  may  be  evaded : 
but  how  repel  a  direct  impeachment — an 
open  and  honourable  application  for  ho- 
nesty and  candour? — Jemima  never  under- 
went greater  perplexity  in  her  life ! — Every 


TRAITS    OF    NATURE.  5 

feature  was  in  agitation — her  very  fingers- 
ends  partook  of  the  unconquerable  embar- 
rassment tliat  overwhelmed  her,  and  with 
nervous  restlessness  sought  occupation  in 
drawing  her  gloves  on  and  off,  or  in  adjust- 
ing the  ornaments  of  her  dress. — Lord  En- 
nerdale  beheld,  but  felt  no  pity  for  the  con- 
fusion he  had  excited ;  and,  after  a  short 
pause,  thus  went  on — 

"  If  Mr.  Cleveland's  obvious  discontent 
was  occasioned  by  viewing  the  indulgent 
attention  with  which  his  daughter  did  me 
the  honour  to  listen  to  me,  why  should  you 
have  hesitated  to  assure  him,  from  your 
perfect  knowledge  of  my  character,  that  I 
certainly  was  infusing  into  her  mind  no 
principles  of  filial  rebellion — no  perilous 
doctrine  of  any  description  ? — That  my  dis- 
course was,  doubtless,  as  i^nprejudicial  to 
her  morals,  as  I  am  persuaded  you  have 
always  found  it  to  yours  ? — Why  did  you 
not  vouch,  on  the  testimony  of  my  past,  for 
my  present  and  future  good  behaviour  ?  Do 
you  think  yourself  the  only  young  lady  I 
would  spare,  were  I  inclined  to  hold  dan- 
gerous language,  or  to  offer  up  insidious  in- 
cense ?" 

b3 
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Much  distressed  what  to  answer,  yet 
obliged,  when  he  paused,  to  attempt  saying 
something,  Jemima  stammered  out — 

"  It  was  the  first  time  my  uncle  had  be- 
held Adela  for  many  years,  and — and,  per- 
haps, the  view  of  her,  holding  such  ready 
and  social  conference  with  one  known  to  be 
upon  terms  not — not  very  friendly  with  her 
brother,  might  give  him — might  dispose 
him,  to  feel  some  degree  of  anger." 

"  And  would  his  anger  extend  to  you, 
were  he  to  observe  our  present  dialogue  ?" 

^^  No,  I  do  not  imagine  it  would." 

"  And  why  ?  Are  not  the  associates  en- 
couraged by  a  niece,  in  high  favour,  of  more 
importance  to  him,  than  those  of  a  daughter 
whom  he  neglects  and  discards  ?" 

"  He  cannot  suppose,  that  whilst  my  own 
parents  are  living  to  direct  me,  I  should 
much  attend  to  the  admonitions  or  preju- 
dices of  an  uncle  invested  with  no  authority 
to  controul  me!'* 

''  There  seems  to  me  but  little  difference 
in  the  privilege  to  assert  her  independency 
of  a  daughter  so  long  denied  all  paternal 
protection,  or  of  a  niece  so  happily  pos- 
sessing it !   But  to  speak  very  seriously.   Be 
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assured,  and  faithfully  communicate  what  I 
am  saying  to  Mr.  Cleveland— that  every 
time  I  am  admitted  to  the  society  of  the 
ladies  of  his  family,  I  find  the  prevalence  of 
their  amiable  qualities  diiRises  through  my 
mind  such  a  disposition  to  concord  and  re- 
conciliation, that  I  am  induced  to  look  up 
to  him  with  respect  for  being  their  parent — 
and  to  extend  good-will  even  to  his  son,  for 
bearing  in  his  countenance  so  striking  a  re- 
semblance to  them." 

Jemima  tried  to  dress  her  face  in  smiles 
of  approbation  at  this  language,  and  was 
preparing  a  panegyrical  answer,  when  Mrs. 
Erington  came  up,  to  say  that  their  carriage 
had  been  called — 

"  And  do,  my  lord,"  added  that  lady^, 
*^  spare  me  the  trouble  of  collecting  the  rest 
of  the  party.  Go  in  quest  of  Barbara,  and 
of  my  sister." 

He  immediately  obeyed  the  mandate. 
Barbara,  he  found  in  the  midst  of  a  disser- 
tation on  some  controverted  point  in  San- 
choniathon's  Phoenician  History  Avith  an 
old  Scottish  Antiquarian  ;  and  after  waiting 
some  time  to  let  the  debate  conclude,  pro- 
B  4 
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ceeded  with  her  towards  the  place  occupied 
by  Adela,  well  pleased — (the  awe  which 
she  had  shewn  of  her  father,  considered) — 
that  he  was  provided  with  a  female  compa- 
nion to  attend  her  across  the  room. 

In  silent  and  deep  dejection,  Adela  rose 
to  comply  with  the  long-wished-for  sum- 
mons. Mr.  Somerville  joined  her  before 
she  reached  her  sister,  and  leaning  on  his 
arm,  after  they  had  all  assembled,  she  was 
advancing  with  the  rest  towards  the  door, 
when  Mrs.  Erington  suddenly  stopped,  ex- 
claiming— 

"  I  protest,  there's  my  father  !'* 
Adela  had  no  courage  to  look  up,  but  she 
heard  Mrs.  Erington  the  next  moment, 
cheerfully  and  fearlessly  address  him :  she 
heard  him  answering  her  in  a  tone  of  cor- 
diality:— both  her  cousins  ran  up  to  him, 
to  shake  hands  and  bid  him  good-night ; — 
and  Mr.  Somerville  himself,  disengaging 
from  her  his  arm,  deserted  her  to  perform 
the  same  ceremony.  The  consciousness, 
that  she  alone  was  an  interdicted,  a  rejected 
being  amidst  so  many  connections,  none 
nearer  in  consanguinity  than  herself,  totally 
overpowered  her ; — she  burst  into  a  passion 
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of  tears,  and  flew  towards  the  stairs  to  escape 
the  more  speedily  from  so  cruel  a  trial ! 

Lord  Ennerdale,  quick  as  lightning  fol- 
lowied  her.  His  heart  bled  at  sight  of  her 
nncontroulable  distress ;  he  whispered  words 
of  the  softest  consolation,  and  was  drawing 
her  arm  within  his  own  to  conduct  her  to 
the  carriage,  when,  gently  disengaging  her 
self,  she  found  voice  to  say — 

"  I  fear  1  am  doing  wrong  to  accept  your 
kindness  at  such  a  moment.  Do  not  be 
offended — do  not  think  me  ungrateful — but 
let  me  entreat  that  you  will  return  into  the 
conceit-room." 

^^  Ask  me  not  to  leave  you,  my  beloved 
Adela ; — I  find  it  impossible  !  You  are  in 
sorrow  ; — if  I  cannot  dispel,  let  me  at  least 
share  your  disquiet  —  and  whatever  heart 
denies  you  justice,  oh,  that  you  could  find 
some  solace  from  remembering,  that  in  mine 
you  reign  almost  to  the  exclusion  of  every 
other  inmate !" 

"  1    find  in   that   conviction,"    said   the 

weeping  Adela,  softened  beyond  the  power 

of  concealment,   ^"^  the  only  consolation  of 

which  I  could  at  this  instant  be  susceptible. 

B  5 
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Oh^  Algernon!  through  life,  how  partial 
and  how  generous  a  friend  have  I  ever  found 
you !" 

Transported  hy  her  kindness,  he  uttered, 
in  a  low  voice,  the  most  fervent  acknowledg- 
ments— soothed,  encouraged,  and  supported 
her,  disarming  of  half  its  bitterness  the  an- 
guish by  which  she  was  oppressed,  and  con- 
verting the  tears  hitherto  drawn  from  her 
by  affliction,  to  tears  of  thankfulness  and 
sensibility. 

Mr.  Somerville  and  the  ladies  at  length 
joined  them,  and  they  all  descended  to  the 
carriage.  Lord  Ennerdale  placed  Adela 
within  it,  and  then,  followed  by  her  secret 
blessings,  took  his  leave. 

During  the  whole  way  home,  she  never 
spoke  a  word.  Her  heart  was  oppressed, 
and  her  eyes  were  every  moment  ready  to 
overflow.  But  Jemima,  though  she  ima- 
gined that  it  might  be  somewhat  hazardous, 
in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Somerville,  to  tor- 
ment Adela  with  remarks  on  her  exit  from 
the  concert-room,  had  not  resolution  to  for- 
bear animadverting  on  the  long  dialogue 
which  she  had  held  with  Lord  Ennerdale  in 
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the  recess  of  the  window.  Mrs.  Erington, 
self-persuaded  of  her  sister's  invidnerahiUtif^ 
as  she  termed  it,  laughed  at  these  insinua- 
tions ;  whilst  Mr.  Somerville  too  fervently 
wished  that  the  attachment  which  they  im- 
plied might  be  real,  to  feel  any  disposition 
to  controvert  them.  Thus  left  to  her  own 
disquieting  suggestions  —  incensed  against 
Lord  Ennerdale — doubtful  what  steps  would 
be  pursued  by  Mr.  Cleveland — enraged  by 
the  passive  silence  of  her  detested  rival,  Je- 
mima grew  sullen,  disdained  to  speak,  even 
when  asked  a  question,  and  quitted  the  car- 
riage at  her  father's  door,  in  a  frame  of  mind 
which  the  bitterest  of  her  ill-wishers  might 
have  felt  some  disposition  to  commiserate. 

Adela  was  rejoiced  that  Mrs.  Somerville, 
by  having  retired  before  their  return,  was 
spared  the  uneasiness  of  beholding  the  dis- 
turbed and  harassed  looks  with  which  she 
reached  Cumberland  Place.  But  the  next 
morning,  she  held  with  her  a  long  and  con- 
fidential dialogue,  in  the  course  of  which, 
she  fully  confided  to  her  all  tlie  mortifying 
particulars  which  she  had  overheard  respect- 
ing Lady  Rosalvan's  marriage — and  all  the. 
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grief  and  consternation  with  which  the 
chilHng,  and  apparently  resentful  observa- 
tion of  her  father^  had  struck  her  heart. 

The  kind  and  zealous  Elinor  most  warmly 
entered  into  every  feeling  that  she  expressed. 
Her  terror,  lest  the  disapproving  aspect  of 
Mr.  Cleveland  should  induce  Adela  to  re- 
pulse Lord  Ennerdale  with  renewed  and 
more  than  former  coldness,  was  extreme. 
She  supplicated  her  to  guard  against  the 
encroachments  of  timidity ;  averred,  in  the 
most  positive  terms,  her  full  conviction  that 
the  addresses  of  Lord  Ennerdale,  if  encou- 
raged by  herself,  would  never  be  rejected 
by  her  father ;  and,  with  all  the  energy  of 
anxious  aifection,  exhorted  her,  under  do- 
mestic circumstances  in  many  respects  so 
distressing,  not  to  throw  away  the  power  of 
securing  a  protector  so  honourable — so  every 
way  entitled  to  her  confidence  and  attach- 
ment. 

The  secret  of  Adela  rose  to  her  lips,  and 
embracing  Mrs.  Somerville,  on  whose  shoul- 
der she  sought  to  hide  her  glowing  cheeks — - 

"  Oh  Elinor !"  exclaimed  she,  in  a  voice 
scarcely  audible,  "  1  last  night  endured,  in 
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their  fullest  degree,  the  opposite  extremes  of 
happiness  and  sorrow !" 

She  was  proceeding — but  tlie  entrance,  at 
that  moment,  of  Mr.  Somerville,  drove  back 
to  the  recesses  of  her  own  heart,  the  confes- 
sion that  was  irresistibly  escaping  her. — Her 
sister  looked  all  impatience  for  a  fuller  ex- 
planation ;  but  Adela  whispering  to  her  an 
earnest  supplicatipn  to  be  silent,  she  made  a 
painful  effort  to  suspend  all  enquiry  till  they 
should  once  again  be  left  to  themselves. 

Having  answered  Mr.  Somerville's  enqui- 
ries after  her  health,  and  satisfied  him  that 
she  was  perfectly  recovered  from  the  indis- 
position of  the  preceding  night,  Adela  en- 
treated him  to  accompany  her  to  the  lodgings 
of  William  Hampden  and  his  pretty  bride. 
It  was  a  visit  which  she  felt  reluctant  to  pay 
with  any  of  the  pomp  arid  circumstance  of 
equipage  and  servants  ;  and  Mr.  Somerville, 
ever  ready  to  oblige  her,  consented  with 
alacrity  to  be  her  escort. 

On  arriving  at  a  small  house  in  Dorset 
Street,  the  lower  part  of  which  was  occupied 
by  the  proprietors  of  a  very  scantily- furnished 
haberdasher  s  shop,  having  knocked  repeat- 
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edly  without  effect  at  the  private  door,  Adela 
and  her  companion  were  compelled  to  enter 
the  shop  and  ask  within  it,  whether  Mrs 
Hampden  was  at  home. 

A  pert,  laconic  answer,  implying  that  she 
did  not  know,  was  muttered  to  this  question 
by  a  true  tawdry  Londoner,  a  girl  vulgarly 
fashionable,  who  came  forth  from  a  little 
back-parlour,  stared  boldly  at  the  two  in- 
quirers, and  seemed  much  inclined,  from 
no  ostensible  cause,  to  treat  them  with  im- 
pertinence. 

^^  Will  you  have  the  goodness,"  said 
Adela,  "  to  endeavour  to  find  out  whether 
we  can  be  received  ?" 

"  We  have  nothing  at  all  to  do  with  our 
lodgers,"  cried  the  repulsive  young  lady: 
*^  there's  a  private  door  which  you  may  go 
round  to." 

*^  The  private  door,"  said  the  good-hu- 
moured Somerville,  "  is  also  a  silent  door , 
we  have  knocked  at  it  several  times,  and  no- 
body has  answered  us." 

"  I  suppose  the  servant  girl  is  out.  Well, 
then,  you  may  go  up  stairs  through  the  shop. 
You  must  tap  at  the  first  door  you  come  to 
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on  your  left ;    that's  the  room  where  they 
generally  sit/* 

Adela  approved  this  measure  for  Mr.  So- 
mervillej  but  objected  to  it  for  herself. 

^^  I  had  rather  not  go  up/'  said  she,  "  till 
quite  certain  that  my  visit  is  well  timed. 
Mrs.  Hampden  may  be  engaged — she  may 
not  like  being  thus  taken  by  surpnse :  do 
you  precede  me,  therefore,  my  dear  brother, 
and  if  you  find  her  disposed  to  receive  us 
both,  come  and  let  me  know. — I  shall  be 
here  making  a  few  purchases.'* 

This  declaration  she  hoped,  would  ensure 
her  some  civility — and  Somerville  entertain- 
ing the  same  expectation,  left  her. 

Soon  after  his  departure,  a  man  extremely 
well  dressed,  but  whose  air,  confident  and 
presuming,  w^as  calculated  to  excite  reserve, 
unexpectedly  issued  forth  from  the  same  lit- 
tle back-room  whence  the  young  apprentice 
had  made  her  appearance,  and  stationing 
himself  behind  the  counter,  snatched  up  a 
roll  of  ribbon,  and  smirking  facetiously  at 
Adela,  begged  to  have  the  sole  honour  of 
measuring  it  for  her — 

"  So  pretty  a  customer,"  he  added, 
*^  should  not  be  waited  upon  by  an  insensi- 
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ble  female! — I  shall  be  proud^  Ma'am,  to 
serve  you — whether,  for  the  rarity  of  the 
thing,  you  pay  ready  money,  or,  as  most 
ladies  do,  go  tick.'^ 

Disgusted  by  the  man's  familiarity,  but 
concluding  that  he  belonged  to  the  shop, 
Adela  coldly  answered — 

"  As  my  business,  Sir,  is  nearly  over,  I 
shall  have  no  occasion  to  trouble  you." 

'^  Trouble,  beauteous  lady !  ah,  be  as- 
sured, you  can  inflict  upon  me  no  trouble 
but  by  refusing  my  humble  services.  I  am 
a  novice,  fairest  lady,  in  the  art  of  recom- 
mending purchases,  but,  when  near  you^ 
every  thing  recommends  itself.  See  how 
well  this  colour  suits,  and,  if  possible,  sets 
off,  the  dazzling  brilliancy  of  your  com- 
plexion ; — try  but,  on  those  delicate  hands, 
the  elastic  texture  of  these  gloves  ; — behold 
this  wreath — "  its  flowers  less  blooming 
than  your  face^^  sue  to  approach  that  charm- 
ing brow  : — oh,  there  let  it  rest,  for  there — 
"  it  neer  will  withered  he  /" 

Amazed,  angry,  and  almost  frightened, 
Adela  drew  back,  saying  with  all  the  haugh- 
tiness she  could  assume  — 

"  I  am  not  here  without  protection,  Sir, 
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and  if  you  address  to  me  such  strange  dis- 
course any  longer,  you  will  oblige  me  to 
call  down  the  gentleman  with  whom  I 
came.'* 

*'  Call,  fair  barbarian  ! — Nay,  if  thou  wilt, 
call  even 


■*  Spb'its  from  the  vasty  dtep  ! 


*  But  will  they  come  when  you  do  call  for  themT 

''  This  is  quite  intolerable !"  cried  she, 
advancing  a  few  steps  towards  the  door 
which  led  to  the  staircase :  but  tli«  man, 
darting  from  behind  the  counter,  and  in- 
tercepting her  progress,  flung  himself  thea- 
trically before  her  upon  one  knee,  and  in  a 
whining  tone  of  mock  humility,  called  out — 

*  Fairer  than  tongue  can  name  thee,  let  me  have 

*  Some  patient  leisure  to  excuse  myself,* 

Adela  now  seriously  alarmed,  as  well  as 
insufferably  provoked,  regarded  him  a  mo- 
ment with  a  mixture  of  indignation  and 
wonder,  and  then  said — 

"  I  am  totally  at  a  loss  to  understand  on 
what  pretence  you  think  yourself  authorised 
to  treat  me  in  so  extraordinary  a  manner.-— 
Be  assured.  Sir,  that  such  conduct  will  not 
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fail  to  be  resented  as  it  ought  by  those  with 
whom  I  am  connected.'* 

The  girl  behind  the  counter,  at  these 
w^ords,  no  longer  confining  herself  to  a  silent 
simper,  laughed  audibly;  and  Adela's  in- 
corrigible tormentor,  nothing  daunted  by 
the  rebuke  which  he  had  received,  burst 
forth  into  fresh  heroics,  and  gazing  at  her 
with  real  or  pretended  admiration,  ex- 
claimed— 

*  OA,  what  a  deal  of  scorn  looks  heauirful 

*  In  the  contempt  and  anger  of  that  ei/eA* 

Reflecting,  with  increasing  dismay,  upon 
the  conduct  of  this  man's  impertinent  female 
associate,  as  well  as  upon  the  insolence  of 
his  own,  the  frightful  idea  now  occurred  to 
Adela,  that  she  had  incautiously  exposed 
herself  to  insult  in  a  house  of  ill-repute . 
The  thought  no  sooner  struck  her,  than 
turning  hastily  round,  she  seized  upon  the 
lock  of  the  street-door,  and  was  impatiently 
endeavouring  to  open  it,  intending  to  run 
out  of  the  shop,  when  the  stranger  spring- 
ing forward,  arrested  her  efforts,  grasped 
her  hand,  and  with  undiminished  effrontery, 
smiling  in  her  face,  cried — 
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*  Ohy  fairest  beauty y  do  not  fear  or  fly ; 

•  Stay— for  I  have  no  power  to  let  thee  pass ; 

'  My  hand  ivould  free  thee,  hut  my  heart  says — no* 

Trembling,  and  sick  with  terror^  yet 
anxious  not  to  desert  herself,  Adela,  with 
quivering  lips,  but  affected  courage,  said — 

"  I  insist  upon  being  immediately  suf- 
fered to  pass !  I  could  not  have  believed, 
that  in  a  house  of  apparent  respectability, 
and  in  the  presence  of  a  young  woman 
whose  own  interest  ought  to  render  her  de- 
sirous of  behaving  Avith  propriety  to  those 
who  enter  her  shop,  I  incurred  any  risk  of 
being  molested  in  so  unpardonable  a  man- 
ner!" 

^  Siveet  saint,  for  charity,  he  not  so  curst  !* 
resumed  the  impenetrable  stranger — "  those 
lips,  so  fresh,  so  rosy,  and  so  youthful, 
were  made — ^  For  kissing,  lady,  not  for 
such  contempt  /' " 

The  free  look  with  which  these  words 
were  quoted,  corresponded  so  alarmingly 
with  the  freedom  of  their  meaning,  that 
Adela,  growing  desperate  of  escaping  per- 
sonal indignity,  unless  she  made  some  vi- 
gorous effort  for  her  own  liberation,  suddenly 
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and  dextroiisly  pushed  him  aside,  and 
turning  the  lock  with  the  rapidity  of 
thought,  darted  into  the  street. 

The  man,  half  laughing,  half  enraged, 
rushed  after  her.  She  heard  his  odious  voice, 
his  dreaded  step  close  behind  her — and  fly- 
ing impetuously  forward,  she  scarcely  knew 
whither,  had  nearly  attained  the  end  of  the 
street,  when  impeded  by  the  extended  arm 
of  some  person,  whom,  in  her  rapid  course, 
she    had,    unconsciously,    almost    run    up 


agamst- 


*^  Let  me  pass — let  me  pass  !"  cried  she, 
wildly  endeavouring  to  insinuate  her  slender 
form  between  this  new  interrupter  and  the 
rails  of  a  house  near  which  he  had  stopt — 
*^  I  am  pursued — I  miist  get  aw^ay — I  must 


run  on !" 


"  Pursued  !"  repeated  a  well-known  voice 
that  instantly  brought  comfort  to  her  heart 
— "  By  whom  ? — Wherefore  ? — Look  at 
me,  dearest  Adela — look  at  me,  and  dismiss 
these  fears  ! — Can  you  distrust,"  added  he, 
-with  a  smile,  "  the  valour  of  a  champion  so 
interested  in  protecting  the  treasure  he  holds 
dearest  upon  earth !" 

*^^  Oh,  no,  no  ; — I  feel  that  I  am  safe — I 
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feel  delighted  at  this  meeting  !"  cried  she, 
pantiDg  for  breath,  but  recovering  to  a  full 
^ense  of  security — 

"  I  am  most  happy  to  hear  you  say  so," 
resumed  Lord  Ennerdale — '^  take  my  arm, 
and  let  me  have  the  pleasure  of  attending 
you  wherever  you  purpose  to  go." 

Adela  looked  round,  to  ascertain  what 
was  become  of  her  recent  persecutor.  He 
had  stopt  short  on  seeing  her  detained  and 
addressed  by  a  gentleman  who  appeared  to 
know^  her,  and  now  stood  still  at  some  little 
distance,  as  if  w^aiting  to  observe  how  the 
interview  would  terminate. 

*^  As  I  have  found  so  good  a  defender," 
said  she,  at  length,  "  I  feel  no  scruple  in 
going  back  to  the  house  whence  I  this  mo- 
ment fled.  But  promise  me,"  she  added, 
'^  to  enter  into  no  altercation  with  the  per- 
son who  alarmed  me.  Be  my  guardian 
from  future  disturbance,  but  not  the  avenger 
of  that  which  is  past." 

"  Yet,  tell  me,  of  what  nature  was  that 
disturbance  ?  Who  inflicted  it  ?  Was  it 
the  man  whom  I  see  watching  us  from 
yonder  crossing  ?" 

"  Trouble  not  yourself  about  that  man^ 
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or  any  other  man!"  cried  Adela,  hastily 
taking  his  offered  arrn^  '^  come  with  me, 
and  remember,  that  you  are  not  to  lose 
sight  of  me  an  instant !" 

"  Oh,  that  3/OM  would  remember,"  ex- 
claimed he,  pressing  the  hand  Avhich  rested 
upon  his  arm,  ^^  never  to  withdraw  so  grate- 
ful, and  so  sweet  a  charge!" 

They  now  walked  on,  and  as  they  pro- 
ceeded, Adela,  whose  thoughts  were  full  of 
her  recent  adventure,  said,  "  Can  you  ex- 
plain to  me,  by  what  infatuation  William 
Hampden  chuses  to  reside  in  lodgings  so 
every  way  improper  for  his  young  wife  ?" 

"  Do  you  mean  on  account  of  their  ob- 
scurity ?  Ah,  my  lovely  friend,  to  one  in 
William's  circumstances,  that  would  be  their 
principal  recommendation." 

Adela  now  explained  herself,  and  stated 
that  there  seemed  some  reason  to  distrust 
the  good  character  of  the  people  of  the 
house. 

"  You  must  surely  be  mistaken,"  cried 
Lord  Ennerdale,  much  surprised,  "  I  yes- 
terday saw  the  mistress  of  this  little  man- 
sion, and  she  appeared  to  me  a  perfectly 
creditable   and   inoffensive   person.     What 
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reason  have  you  had  to  judge  of  her  other- 
wise ?" 

Perceiving  that  the  man  who  had  so  in- 
sufferably molested  her  was  gone  completely 
out  of  sight,  Adela  ventured  to  recount  the 
whole  of  her  adventure,  and  was  listened 
to  with  an  indignation  and  amazement  not 
to  be  described  ! 

After  assuring  her,  however,  that  the 
young  woman  who  had  abetted  the  stranger's 
hupertinence  with  such  callous  derision, 
was  not  the  proprietor  of  the  shop,  but  the 
daughter  or  niece  of  the  person  who  kept 
it,  the  Earl  added — 

'^  Why,  my  too  cautious  Adela,  did  you 
defer  the  relation  of  this  tale  till  the  man 
whose  insolence  so  loudly  called  for  chas- 
tisement had  disappeared  ?  You  cannot  sup- 
pose, that  with  so  contemptible  an  adver- 
sary, I  should  have  made  of  this  what  is 
called  an  affair  of  honour  ? — The  only  thing 
to  have  done  with  him,  would  have  been  to 
have  broken  a  switch  across  his  shoulders  !" 

"  And  whilst  that  amusing  operation  was 
performing,"  said  Adela,  ^^  you  would  have 
left  me  standing  in  the  street,  as  spectatress 
of  the  sport?'' 
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Lord  Ennerdale  laughed,  but  assured  her, 
that  he  would  have  provided  for  her  the 
best  accommodations  to  witness  the  trans- 
action, which,  on  such  short  notice,  he  could 
have  obtained. 

They  were  now  arrived  at  the  door  of  the 
shop,  and  on  entering  it,  perceived  Mr. 
Somerville,  red  with  anger,  vehemently  in- 
terrogating  the  young  woman  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  lady  he  had  brought  with  him. 

The  girl,  though  still  inveterately  pert, 
seemed  half  frightened,  and  whflst  stre- 
nuously disclaiming  all  knowledge  of  the 
lady's  motive  for  so  abruptly  departing,  re- 
peatedly declared,  that  for  any  advantage 
gained  by  her  as  a  customer,  she  might  as 
well  never  have  entered  the  shop. 

"  Here  are  all  the  things,"  continued  she, 
"  which  she  pretended  to  buy,  still  lying 
unpaid  for  on  the  counter;  and,  I  suppose, 
the  pleasure  of  selling  them  as  remnants, 
is  the  only  reward  I  shall  have  for  my 
trouble." 

"  But  did  she  leave  for  me  no  message  ? 
Did  she  go  away  alone,  and  on  foot  ?'* 

"  She  went  away  with  a  gentleman,"  said 
the  girl,  spitefully  enjoying  his  perplexity, 


TRAITS    OF    NATURE.  2^ 

"  I  can  tell  you  no  more  about  her,  if  yoa 
was  to  make  ever  such  a  rout  !** 

"  Girl,  girl,"  exclaimed  Mr.  Somerville, 
extremely  irritated — **'  it  is  more  probable 
that  your  insolence  drove  her  away  in  dis- 
gust— perhaps  in  fear  !  You  deserve  the 
severest  reprehension  for  the  gross  incivility 
of  your  behaviour  from  the  instant  we  en- 
tered your  palt^'y  shop  ;  and  it  would  be 
doing  you  no  more  than  justice,  publicly 
to  expose  your  misconduct  in  the  news- 
papers !" 

The  appearance,  at  that  moment,  of  Adela 
herself,  put  an  end  to  the  menaces  but 
too  justly  incurred,  which  the  angry  Somer- 
ville was  pouring  forth.  He  flew  towards 
her,  and  the  young  woman,  not  much 
elated  on  seeing  her  return,  slunk  into  the 
little  parlour,  and  left  the  shop  clear  to  its 
unwelcome  occupiers. 

Adela  eagerly  enquired  what  had  de- 
tained her  brother-in-law  so  long  in  William 
Hampden's  apartment  ? 

After  congratulating  himself  on  behold- 
ing her  so  safely  escorted,  he  answered — 

''  At  the  moment  I  went  up,  the  poor 
fellow  was  preparing  to  undergo,  from  his 

VOL.  IV.  C 
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new  surgeon,  a  minute  examination  of  his 
ill-healed  arm.  Of  course  I  concluded,  on 
hearing  this,  that  it  would  be  proper  to  take 
an  immediate  leave  :  but  Mrs.  Hampden, 
pale  and  trembling,  supplicated  me  to  re- 
main a  few  minutes  in  the  adjoining  room. 
Her  maid,  she  told  me,  had  unfortunately 
been  sent  out  on  a  distant  errand  ;  the  mis- 
tress of  the  house  was  likewise  absent,  and 
If  her  husband  should  faint  under  the  prac- 
titioner's hands,  she  distrusted  her  own 
ability  to  administer  to  his  recovery  as  she 
ought. — She  therefore  implored  me  to  grant 
her  the  consolation  of  knowing  that  there 
was  at  least  one  human  being  near  her  who 
felt  for  her  poor  William's  sufferings,  and 
who  would  enable  her  to  support  her  own 
terrors  with  more  resolution. — What  could  I 
oppose  to  such  a  request?  In  truth,  I  had  no 
heart  to  resist  its  urgency  a  moment.  Yet, 
deeming  the  immediate  vicinity  of  a  cham- 
ber of  such  anguish,  an  unfit  spot  for  my 
kind  Adela,  I  rather  chose  to  leave  her, 
somewhat  longer  than  sbe  might  expect  or 
wish,  to  her  own  conjeciures,  than  expose 
her  to  grieve  and  tremble  with  the  affrighted 
Mrs.  Hampden." 
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"  Oil,  you  decided  most  considerately 
and  wisely!'*  cried  Adela. — "  But  how  did 
our  unfortunate  William  endure  the  sur- 
geon's scrutiny  ?" 

"  With  the  most  manly  fortitude  of  mind, 
but — debilitated  as  is  the  state  of  his  frame 
— the  most  alarming  and  frequent  symptoms 
of  bodily  exhaustion.  The  inspection  was 
peculiarly  severe;  I  was  forced  to  issue  from 
my  retreat,  and  to  exert  myself  at  once  to 
revive  the  drooping  wife,  and  to  sustain  the 
half-expiring  husband.  It  was  a  scene  the 
most  trying  1  ever  encountered ;  yet,  shall  I 
always  rejoice  that  I  so  opportunely  pre- 
sented myself  where  my  services  appeared 
so  acceptable,  and  where  two  such  interest- 
ing creatures  seemed  so  totally  abandoned 
in  the  hour  of  trial  to  their  own  worn-out 
strength.  The  surgeon,  when  this  first  pain- 
ful duty  was  over,  spoke  with  cheerfulness 
of  his  patient's  speedy  prospect  of  entire  re- 
covery ;  and  gave  the  languid  young  man 
the  highest  credit  for  his  noble  endurance  of 
the  torture  to  which  he  had  been  obliged  to 
put  him.'* 

'^  It  was  my  intention  in  coming  hither,*' 
said  Lord  Ennerdale,  '^  to  have  asked  for 
C2 
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admission  to  the  invalid  ;  but  perhaps^  after 
all  he  has  undergone,  it  may  be  better  to 
leave  him  to  repose.'* 

"  I  am  decidedly  of  that  opinion/'  cried 
Mr.  Somerville — "  to-morrow  is  the  soonest 
that^he  will  be  capable  of  conversing  with 
any  ease." 

"  Then  let  us  hasten  away/'  said  A  del  a  ; 
— '^  We  are  keeping  possession  of  a  place 
where  we  may  be  called  upon,  by  some 
straggling  customer,  to  weigh  out  pins,  and 
measure  laces.  Which  of  you  two  gentle- 
men would  make  the  most  adroit  man-mil- 
liner?" 

^^  To  a  lover  of  good  bargains,"  cried 
Mr.  Somerville,  "  I  should  indubitably 
prove  much  the  most  acceptable  person  to 
deal  with  ; — since,  without  an  instant's  he- 
sitation, 1  would  dispose  of  the  whole  stock 
in  trade,  here  collected,  and  of  the  young 
lady  at  its  head,  precisely  for  their  genuine 
value — that  is  to  say — -for  nothing!" 

Whilst  he  was  yet  speaking,  the  real 
owner  of  the  shop,  the  person  of  whom 
Lord  Ennerdale  had  made  such  favourable 
mention,  came  in,  loaded  with  bandboxes 
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and  parcels,  but  smiling  and  civil,  though 
evidently  much  fatigued. 

The  Earl,  perceiving  that  she  mistook 
them  for  purchasers,  and  was  getting  ready, 
with  no  little  speed  and  bustle,  to  serve  them, 
hastened  to  undeceive  her.  He  told  her 
they  were  fiiends  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hamp- 
den ;  informed  her  of  the  trying  operation 
which  the  former  had  just  gone  through, 
and  recommending  that  the  house  should 
be  kept  as  quiet  as  possible  for  the  vest  of 
the  day,  said  that  he  felt  assured  she  would 
render  every  service  in  her  power  to  her 
youthful  tenants  during  a  period  of  such 
suffering — 

"  That  I  will  indeed,  Sir,"  cried  the 
good  woman,  with  promptness — '^  my  heart 
has  ached  for  them  many  a  time,  poor 
souls,  since  they  first  came  into  this  house ! 
And  I  hope  they  have  always  found  them- 
selves treated  Avith  proper  respect.  They 
are  as  good  lodgers  as  ever  I  had  in  my 
life ;  as  punctual  as  the  day  in  their  pay- 
ments, and  as  quiet  as  mice." 

'^  They  speak  with  infinite  gratitude  of 

your  attention " 

c3 
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"  But  here  is  a  lady,"  interrupted  Mr. 
Somerville,  *^  who  has  by  no  means  the 
same  reason  to  speak  favourably  of  the  ci- 
vility of  your  young  shop-woman." 

Adela  would  now  have  interfered  to  pre- 
vent the  accusation  he  was  about  to  make : 
but  Lord  Ennerdale  besought  her  not  to 
oppose  his  purpose,  and  even  joined  in  the 
censure  which  her  brother-in-law  had  be- 
gun— 

^'  It  is  reciprocally  the  interest  of  seller 
and  buyer,"  said  he,  "  that  good  manners 
as  well  as  good  measure  should  be  dealt  be- 
tween them.  A  little  lesson  to  this  effect, 
could  it  be  duly  impressed,  might  produce 
some  reformation  in  the  impolitic  assistant, 
who,  by  her  rudeness,  drives  away  those 
whom  the  civility  of  her  principal  would 
attract." 

He  then  recounted  as  much  of  the  scene 
which  had  passed  in  her  shop,  as  was  suffi- 
cient to  convince  its  mistress  of  the  justice 
of  his  expostulation. 

"  Ah,  lord.  Sir,'*  cried  she,  as  soon  as 
he  had  ended,  "  it's  all  along  of  the  airs  my 
crazy  nephew  puts  into  her  head,  that  the 
girl  behaved  so  unbecomingly.    Here,  Nan- 
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cy,"  added  she,  calling  in  great  wrath  to 
the  shrinking  culprit,  "  come  and  ask  par- 
don of  this  lady  for  your  impertinence ! 
Come  this  moment,  you  young  torment  !*' 

Slowly  and  reluctantly  the  crest-fallen 
damsel  emerged  from  her  lurking-place,  and 
her  angry  employer  then  went  on — 

"  I  warrant,  Norris  has  been  here  again 
this  morning! — He'll  bring  you  to  ruin, 
girl,  and  me  to  distraction ! — ^You  were  idle 
and  perverse  enough  in  all  conscience  be- 
fore he  came,  and  I  wish  with  all  my  heart, 
he  had  never  found  his  way  to  the  house] 
Speak,  statue !  Wasn't  it  him  who  treated 
this  lady  so  rudely  w^hilst  you  stood  by  and 
laughed  ?  Shame  on  you !  Is  this  the  Avay 
to  bring  a  good  name  to  the  shop  ?  Is  this 
the  way  to  gain  friends  and  credit  in  the 
world  ?" 

The  name  of  Norris  struck  a  chill  to  the 
heart  of  Adela,  and  filled  her  with  dismay. 
She  took  hold  of  Mr.  Somerville's  arm,  and 
drawing  him  towards  the  door,  saici — 

"  Let  us  go — let  us  go,  my  dear  brother ! 

— I  have  heard  enough  upon  so  disagreeable 

a  subject." 

"  Well  but,  ma'am,'*   resumed  the  wq- 
C  4 


32  TRAITS    OF    NATURE. 

inali>  anxiously  following  her,  "  I  hope  you 
don't  go  away  quite  lastingly  affronted ! 
I  assure  you,  I  am  exceedingly  ashamed 
and  sorry  for  what  has  passed.  But,  dear 
me,  ma*am,  how  could  I  help  it  ? — Here's 
my  nephew,  a  wild,  foolish  chap,  newly 
married  to  a  fine  quality  widow,  a  Lady 
Somebody,  whose  head  he  turned  by  his 
nonsensical  poetry  and  stuif ;  —  and  she 
leaves  him  master  of  his  time  and  money 
to  come  up  and  play  the  deuce  here  iri 
London;  —  and  somehow,  he  ferreted  me 
out,  (I  was  his  father's  sister)  and  he  spends 
half  the  day  in  talking  a  pack  of  rubbish 
to  this  vain  girl,  whilst  I  am  forced  to  be 
trudging  about  the  town,  waiting  upon  my 
customers.  And,  bless  you,  ma'am,  how  is 
it  to  be  wondered  at,  he  should  be  listened 
to  by  such  a  poor  ignorant  thing,  when  he 
has  had  the  art  to  wheedle  himself  into 
favour  with  an  accomplished,  clever  lady, 
like  the  one  he  persuaded  to  marry  him  ? — ' 
I  am  sure  I  never  was  so  surprised  in  all  my 
whole  life,  as  when  I  first  heard  that  Bob 
had  raised  himself  to  such  preferment  ;— 
for  though  he  has  tried  a  little  of  every 
thing,  I  must  own,  that  I  never  thought  he 
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would  find  the  means  of  trying  the  life  of 
a  gentleman ! — Dear,  I  wish  I  could  think 
of  his  lady's  name! — Can't  you  recollect  it, 
girl?" 

"  Yes,"  answered  the  malicious  personage 
thus  unfortunately  applied  to — "  her  name 
is  Rosalvan, — and  that  young  lady  is  her 
daughter ; — Mr.  Norris  knew  her  the  mo- 
ment she  came  into  the  shop."— 

A  del  a,  at  these  words,  hiding  her  face  in 
her  handkerchief,  fled  into  the  street  with 
as  much  precipitation  as  when  pursued  hy 
Norris  himself.  Mr.  Somerville  and  the 
Earl,  exceedingly  concerned,  instantly  hur- 
ried after.  The,^  latter  gently  drew  her  arm 
within  his  own,  and  for  some  time,  they  all 
walked  on  in  silence. 

At  length,  Adela,  uncovering  her  stream- 
ing eyes,  said  in  an  accent  the  most  de- 
jected— 

'^  Oh,  Lord  Ennerdale — am  I — thus  de- 
gradingly  connected — am  I  worthy  to  he 
the  object  of  your  choice  ?" 

"  You  are  worthy,"  cried  he,  with  an 
enthusiasm  wholly  irrepressible,  "  to  be 
the  chosen  mistress  of  an  empire ! — What- 
ever I  hear,  whatever  I  behold,  of  a  nature 
c  5 
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to  give  yon  unmerited  pain,  serves  but  to 
increase  my  impatience  to  hasten  the  time, 
when  it  may  become  my  province  to  secure 
you  from  a  recurrence  of  such  harassing 
trials  !  —  Adela  —  dearest  Adela  —  I  must 
speak  unreservedly  to  Mrs.  Somerville  this 
very  day — I  must  solicit  the  exertion  of  her 
influence  over  your  father,  to  procure  for 
Tue  the  blessing  of  speedily  calling  you  mine 
for  ever  !*' 

"  What  a  moment,"  cried  the  agitated 
Adela,  "to  make  so  generous  a  proposal! 
— Oh,  think  of  this  hateful  alliance  forriied 
by  my  unhappy  mother !  Think  of  the  dis- 
grace which  it  reflects  upon  me! — Wherever 
I  go,  allusions  to  her  disastrous  story  haunt 
and  distress  me.  My  father,  by  appearing 
to  disown  me,  casts  a  stigma  upon  my  birth 
— my  title  to  the  name  I  bear  is  questioned 
- — I  have  no  appropriate  rank  in  society — I 
am  a  rejected,  unvalued  being,  who  can 
bring  into  no  family  either  honour,  wealth, 
or  even  the  negative  advantage  of  an  undis- 
puted descent !" 

She  had  spoken  in  so  unguarded  a  tone 
that  Mr.  Somerville,  who  unavoidably  over- 
beard  the  substance  of  all  she  said,  was 
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preparing  Avith  great  earnestness  to  answer 
her,  when  Lord  Ennerdale  anticipated  him, 
and  warmly  replied — 

"  What  are  all  these  accidental  circum- 
stances of  your  situation  to  me  ? — You  still 
are  Adela — the  A  del  a  I  love  as  my  own 
soul !  On  whom  I  rest  my  fondest  hopes  of 
happiness  through  life!  —  I  married  once 
with  every  promise  of  earthly  prosperity 
held  out  to  my  view.  Birth,  fortune,  inte- 
rest, and  splendid  connections,  made  of  the 
union  into  which  I  then  entered  the  most 
brilliant  I  could  have  contracted.  What  did 
these  vain  accessaries  to  felicity  produce  ? — 
It  is  not  for  me  to  tell  you,  Adela,  how  fu- 
tile, how  insufficient  I  found  them  to  ensure 
even  resignation  ! — Ah,  now — at  a  maturer 
period  of  my  existence,  let  me  form  an  en- 
gagement dictated  solely  by  the  affections 
of  my  heart ! — Let  me  chuse  a  friend,  a 
companion  on  whom  I  can  rely  for  every 
social,  every  endearing  quality : — one  who 
will  be  a  protectress  to  my  children,  and 
the  ornament  and  delight  of  their  father's 
blissful  home !" 

^^  Can  you,  Adela,"  cried  Mr.  Somer- 
ville,  who  had  rapturously  attended  to  this 
c  6 
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speech^  "  can  you  resist  so  eloquent  a 
pleader  ?" 

"  Rather  ask  me,"  she  blushing,  yet 
frankly  answered,  "  how  I  shall  subdue  my 
own  repining s,  should  such  pleadings  be  re- 
sisted by  my  father !" 

^^  He  cannot, — he  will  not  be  so  great  an 
enemy  to  you,  and  to  us  all ! — We  will  unite 
in  our  application  to  him, — we  will  allow 
him  no  peace,  no  respite  till  his  consent  is 
obtained! — My  good  little  Adela,  dismiss 
these  vain  apprehensions :  be  confident,  be 
cheerful,  for  this  match  must  take  place ! — 
I  shall  lose  my  senses  if  it  fails  !" 

"  Are  they  not,"  said  Adela,  half  smiling, 
"  a  little  gone  astray  already  ?" 

'^  Oh,  be  as  saucy  as  you  will — say  any 
thing  to  me — do  any  thing  with  me — I  al- 
low and  forgive  it  all,  on  condition  you 
allow  me,  six  weeks  hence,  to  give  you  joy 
as  Lady  Ennerdale  !'* 

The  Earl,  delighted  at  his  cordial  friend- 
liness, thanked  him  in  the  most  animated 
terms  ;  and  then  Mr.  Somerville,  no  longer 
able  to  suppress  his  curiosity,  said, 

"  When  was  it,  Ennerdale,  that  you  were 
fortunate   enough   to  prevail   on   this  fair 
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paragon  of  female  discretion  to  acknowledge, 
that  she  had  a  heart  :" 

"  Its  capture/'  cried  he,  gaily,  "  except 
by  presumptive  evidence,  I  have  not  even 
yet  obtained  assurance  of! — But  when  a 
man  is  permitted,  unreproved,  to  talk  of 
his  love,  it  is  seldom,  I  suspect,  for  the  gra- 
tification of  any  other  feeling  than  vanity, 
that  he  is  very  hasty  and  importunate  in 
soliciting  a  formal  avowal  of  reciprocal  ten- 
derness. Adela  heard  me  declare  the  senti- 
ments she  had  inspired,  with  so  much  sweet- 
ness, tliat  she  put  to  flight  all  terror  of  her 
disapproval ;  and  I  have  been  too  grateful 
and  happy  to  ask  for  more." 


CHAP.    II. 


PROHIBITION. 


They  w^ere  now  arrived  at  Mr.  Somer- 
ville's  door,  which  was  no  sooner  opened, 
than  that  gentleman,  hastily  preceding;  his 
two  companions,  ran  up  into  the  drawing- 
room,  impatient  to  communicate  to  his  wife 
the  discovery  he  had  just  made  of  the  good 
understanding  subsisting  between  Adela  and 
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the  Earl.  He  found  her,  as  he  wished, 
alone :  but  in  evident  dejection,  and  with 
eyes  which  betrayed  that  she  had  recently 
been  in  tears. 

Before  she  could  reply  to  his  alarmed  in- 
terrogations, Lord  Ennerdale  and  her  sister 
entered. 

An  explanation  now  took  place,  the  most 
unpleasant  to  all  parties. 

Mrs.  Somerville,  in  the  absence  of  her 
husband  and  Adela,  had  received  a  letter 
from  her  father ;  she  pointed  to  it  with 
looks  of  deep  concern,  and  desiring  them 
to  read  it,  drew  Lord  Ennerdale  to  a  win- 
dow, to  inform  him  of  as  much  of  its  con- 
tents as  she  thought  it  necessary  that  he 
should  know. 

Mr.  Cleveland  began  by  saying,  that  he 
concluded  it  was  needless  to  state  his  reasons 
_for  not  calling  in  Cumberland  Place :  they 
w^ere  such  as  Mrs.  Somerville  might  easily 
conjecture.  He  congratulated  her,  how- 
ever, on  the  birth  of  her  son,  and  expressed 
his  good  wishes,  with  something  approach- 
ing to  paternal  affection,  for  both  mother 
and  child. 

He    next    adverted    to  the  information 
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^\luch  lie  had  received  of  the  assiduous  visits 
at  her  house  of  Lord  Ennerdale,  and  of  the 
admiration  which  he  was  reported  to  evince 
for  her  youngest  sister.     With  the  former 
part  of  this  intelligence,  he  admitted  that 
he  had  nothing  to  do  :  she  and  Mr.  Somer- 
ville  were,  of  course,  at  liberty  to  receive, 
as  often   as  it   suited   them,  Avhoever  they 
pleased  :   but,   with   the  latter  part  of  the 
communication,   he    acknowledged    himself 
much  dissatisfied.     He  had,  the  preceding 
evening,  witnessed   enough   to  amply  con- 
vince him,  that  the  intercourse  he  alluded 
to  was  of  no  accidental  or  unmeaning  na- 
ture ;  and  he  now  wrote  to  express  his  de- 
cided and  unalterable  condemnation  of  the 
intimacy  which  he  had  seen  so  unequivo- 
cally  manifested.      He   proceeded   to   pro- 
nounce, that  Adela  must  give   no  further 
countenance    to   the    attentions    of  a  man 
from  whom  he  was  so  entirely  averse ;   she 
must  abandon  all  idea  of  accompanying  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Somerville  into  Northumberland 
— into  the  neighbourhood   of  Mordington 
Castle  ;    and   if,   whilst   the   Earl   yet   re- 
mained in  town,  that  lady  and  gentleman 
chose,   as   usual,    to   admit   him   daily,    it 
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was '  his  especial  desire  that  their  young 
guest  should  return  immediately  to  the 
abode  of  Dr.  Hampden.  This  decision,  he 
added,  was  not  "to  be  shaken ;  and  as  the  pre- 
sent was  the  first  instance  of  his  interference 
in  her  sister's  concerns,  he  begged  it  might 
be  the  last  time  he  should  have  occasion  to 
speak  upon  so  unpleasant  a  subject. 

At  the  end  of  this  peremptory  mandate, 
was  subjoined  an  invitation  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Somerville  and  Alicia,  to  dine  with  him  the  * 
first  day  they  were  all  disengaged. 

Adela,  though  not,  perhaps,  the  most 
surprised  of  any  present  at  a  letter  so  every 
way  cruel^  was  completely  thrown  off  her 
guard  by  its  perusal,  and  (her  spirits  already 
harassed  by  the  incidents  of  the  morning) 
had  no  sooner  finished  it,  than  a  deep  sigh 
forced  its  way  from  her  heart,  and  a  shower 
of  tears  gushed  from  her  eyes. 

Lord  Ennerdale  flew  to  her.  At  once 
elated  and  depressed  on  beholding  an  afflic- 
tion so  flattering  to  him  as  a  lover,  so  pain- 
ful as  a  friend,  he  took  her  hand,  and  pres- 
sed it  with  fondness,  though  in  silence,  to 
his  heart. 

Mrs.  Somerville,  in  the  midst  of  her  own 
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disquietucle,  seemed  surprised  at  the  passive 
sanction  which  her  sister  gave  to  a  freedom 
so  new  in  Lord  Ennerdale,  and  so  little 
according  with  the  general  reserve  that  had 
subsisted  between  them — 

Her  husband  read  the  sentiments  which 
her  looks  expressed,  and  hastily  cried  out— 
"  My  dear  Elinor,  she  loves  him  !  An  ex- 
planation has,  at  length,  taken  place,  and 
she  does  all  the  justice  to  her  old  friend 
Algernon,  that  w^e  so  long  have  wished ! 
But  is  it  not  a  circumstance  of  peculiar 
infelicity,  that  at  this  very  juncture  a  prohi- 
bition so  stern  should  arrive  to  harass  and 
perplex  them  ?" 

Mrs.  Somervilie  embraced  her  sister  with 
an  air  of  mingled  pity  and  congratulation, 
saying — "  Shall  I  complain,  dearest  girl,  of 
the  reserve  with  which  you  have  treated  me? 
or  shall  I  indulge  myself  in  owning,  how 
sincerely  I  admire  the  wdsdom  and  self-com- 
mand which  you  have  so  happily  known  how 
to  blend  with  such  unsuspected  sensibility  V* 

Then  ad^dres^jing  the  Earl,  she  added — 
^^  I  have  told  you  enough.  Lord  Ennerdale, 
of  this  distressing  letter,  to  entitle  me  to 
your  opinion   how  to  answer  it.     Need   I 
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declare  liow  sincerely  it  grieves  me  ?  Or 
how  joyfully  I  would  pursue  any  measure 
likely  to  procure  a  repeal  of  the  interdiction 
it  contains  ?" 

Lord  Ennerdale  paused  for  some  seconds 
' — looked  agitated  and  irresolute,  and,  at 
length,  answered — 

"  Let  me  but  obtain  the  permission  of 
Adela  to  act  as  if  this  letter  had  never  been 
received,  and  I  will  yet  venture  to  hope,  that 
something  auspicious  may  be  effected  by 
an  immediate  application  to  Mr.  Cleveland, 
from  myself,  either  in  person  or  in  writing. 
Vou  shall  decide,  dear  Mrs.  Somerville, 
which  method  it  will  be  wisest  to  adopt.** 

"  In  this  case,**  cried  her  husband,  ear- 
nestly, "  be  advised,  Ennerdale,  by  me. 
Seek  no  interview.  Mr.  Cleveland  is  austere, 
and  difficult  to  conciliate.  An  answer  to 
your  proposals  (even  favourable)  might  not 
be  very  graciously  accorded — a  definitive 
rejection  would  probably  be  accompanied 
by  such  harshness  as  you  would  find  it  very 
painful  to  bear."  ^ 

Adela  now  raising  her  tearful  eyes,  and 
looking  at  Lord  Ennerdale,  said — "  Ought  I 
not  to  exhort  you  to  renounce  so  hopeless  a 
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pursuit  ?  Is  it  pardonable — is  it  generous 
in  me,  to  suffer  you  to  expose  yourself  to 
so  probable  a  chance  of  incurring  a  repul- 
sive failure  ?'* 

^^  It  is  at  least  not  generous,  beloved 
Adela,  to  hold  to  me  such  language !  You 
should  rather  encourage  by  approbation  the 
step  I  am  about  to  take.  From  your  father, 
I  can  endure  much  : — fear  nothing  from  our 
correspondence,  whether  it  be  verbal  or 
written.  The  reward  I  have  in  view  will 
stimulate  me  to  an  exertion  at  once  of  pa- 
tience, of  urgency,  which  no  coldness,  no 
rebuff,  at  the  outset  of  the  negociation,  shall 
induce  me  to  suspend.  Look  smilingly, 
then,  my  Adela,  on  the  enterprise, — bid  me 
depart,  and  prosper, — and  all  will — all 
must  end  well." 

She  made  a  faint  effort  to  regard  him 
with  a  more  cheering  aspect,  and  giving 
him  her  hand,  answered — 

"  I  little  merit  that  you  should  undertake 
for  me  such  a  task :  but,  as  you  bid  me,  I 
will  say; — Go,  and  may  success  attend  you!" 

"  The  purest  blessing  of  Heaven  reward 
you  for  the  kindness  of  that  little  sentence ! 
— My  heart's  dear  Adela,  fare wel !— Fare- 
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Avel,  my  ever-friendly  Mrs.  Somerville. — • 
You  shall  hear  from  me  shortly. — Write 
not,  speak  not,  take  not  any  step  in  the 
aTair  till  you  see  me." 

Then,  hastily  shaking  hands  with  Mr. 
Somerville,  he  snatched  up  his  hat,  and  ran 
out  of  the  house. 

A  general  silence  for  some  piinutes  suc- 
ceeded his  departure.  Adela  was  the  first 
to  speak — 

"  I  could  not  hear,'*  said  she,  despond- 
ingly,  "  to  appear  insensible  of  his  generous 
eagerness  :  but  I  have  a  strong  internal  con- 
viction, in  defiance  of  his  sanguine  pro- 
gnostics, that  all  this  will  end  unhappily !" 

"  I  trust  not,  my  dearest  sister,*'  cried 
Mrs.  Somerville,  anxious  to  revive  and  give 
her  confidence. — '^  Recollect  how  favourable 
a  circumstance  is  the  absence  from  town  at 
this  critical  moment  of  the  irreconcileable 
Julius.  It  leaves  my  father  at  liberty  to 
attend  more  impartially  to  the  voice  of  rea- 
son ;  and  will  give  us  all  more  opportunity 
to  back  Lord  Ennerdale's  cause  with  the  zeal 
which  it  deserves.  Dearest  Adela — submit 
not  without  some  effort ! — I  recommend  not 
— Heaven  forbid  1  should—daring  opposi- 
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tion,  and  open  defiance  : — but  beware  of 
being  too  yielding — too  easily  panic-struck. 
— And  above  all,  my  sweet  sister,  let  nothing 
induce  you  to  utter  any  rash  jiromises  of 
unconditional  and  perpetual  renunciation. 
Time  conquers  all  difficulties. — Prejudices 
may  relent — animosity  may  subside — pride 
may  be  softened — every  thing,  in  short,  may 
be  vanquished  but  the  obligations  imposed 
by  solemn,  though  unguarded  vows." 

To  these  friendly  exhortations,  Adela  was 
unprovided  with  any  answer.  She  enter- 
tained higher  notions  of  paternal  authority 
than  many,  perhaps,  who  have  been  from 
infancy  habituated  to  live  under  its  controul. 
All  tliat  related  to  the  reciprocal  obligations 
of  parent  and  child,  she  considered  with  a 
species  of  solemn  reverence  which  gave  to 
the  subject  peculiar  power  over  her  imagi  • 
nation.  An  altercation  with  her  brother 
might  have  concerned,  yet  (violent  as  she 
knew  he  could  be)  would  have  had  not  the 
smallest  effect  over  her  sentiments  and  ac- 
tions. But  to  resist  the  positive  behests  of 
a  father! — Adela  recoiled  with  affright  from 
the  mere  idea  :— she  knew  that  her  courage 
would  be  unequal  to  performing  such  a  part 
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— and  she  felt  that  her  principles  ought  to 
oppose  even  the  very  wish  that  her  courage 
were  greater! — Yet  withput  a  struggle,  to 
renounce  Lord  Ennerdale  ; — to  suffer  the 
prospects  of  her  whole  life  to  be  tinged  with 
gloom  and  hopelessness  ; — and  to  repay  with 
cold  and  heartless  timidity  the  disinterested 
attachment  she  had  inspired  ! — The  alterna- 
tive between  such  a  mode  of  conduct,  and 
the  disobedience  w^hich  its  reverse  would  de- 
mand, was  truly  dreadful  to  her  i  and  never 
were  hours  so  apprehensively  and  painfully 
spent,  as  those  that  intervened  between  the 
EarVs  departure,  and  the  moment  when  he 
again,  on  the  following  day,  made  his  ap- 
pearance. 

She  was  alone  to  receive  him,  Mrs.  So- 
merville  having^  just  left  her,  and  Alicia, 
who  was  a  tardy  riser,  not  being  yet  de- 
scended from  her  room. 

His  aspect,  as  he  approached  her,  told, 
without  words,  a  tale  of  the  blankest  disap- 
pointment, and  the  severest  mortification. 
Adela's  heart  sunk  at  the  sight ;  she  had  no 
voice  to  utter  a  single  enquiry  : — dismayed, 
pale,  motionless,  she  looked  at  him  in  silent 
sorrow — and  her  foreboding  fears  whispered 
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— "  He  comes  to  tell  me,  we  are  for  ever 
parted  !'* 

Lord  Ennerdale,  who,  after  precipitately 
advancing  towards  her  on  first  coming  in, 
had  al)rnptly  turned  away,  and  paced  the 
apartment  in  disordered  haste,  incapable  of 
announcing  the  tidings  he  brought,  now 
again  drew  near  her,  and  mournfnlly  said — - 

"  I  am  despotically,  and  vindictively  re- 
jected, my  Adela! — Your  father — your  im- 
placable father,  refuses  me  all  sanction, — • 
robs  me  of  all  hope  ! — Oh,  that  I  had  never 
risked  your  happiness  by  a  perseverance  in 
those  assiduities  which  have  gained  me  a 
place  in  the  heart  I  am  now  compelled  to 
forfeit ; — Adela — sweetest  Adela,  if  I  have 
made  you  too  deep  a  participator  in  my 
wretchedness,  how  shall  1  ever  forgive  my- 
self!" 

"  Think  not  of  me,"  cried  she,  in  a  voice 
of  kindness,  whilst  vainly  endeavouring  to 
restrain  her  tears — "  think  only  how  best 
to  support  your  own  share  in  this  heavy 
blow.  I  ought  not  so  long  to  have  accepted 
your  attentions  ; — their  motive,  I  will  not 
deny,  was  often  suspected  by  me.  It  was 
inconsiderate^  it  was  cruel  to  permit  them. 
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distrustful  as  I  have  ever  been  of  my  dreaded 
father  s  sentence." 

"  Adela,"  resumed  the  Earl,  sitting  down 
beside  her,  "for  worlds  would  I  not  propose 
to  you  an  act  of  filial  defiance — a  breach  of 
positive  duty  ! — But/  my  own  love,  there  is 
a  promise  which,  if  you  refuse  to  give,  you 
will  drive  me  to  desperation !" 

^'  Explain  yourself,'*  cried  she :  "  it  re- 
vives me  to  hear,  that  there  is  any  thing 
which  I  can  do,  consistently  with  my  obli- 
gations as  a  daughter,  capable  of  soothing 
your  regret." 

"  Oh,  Adela  !'*  exclaimed  he,  ^*  this  ex- 
quisite kindness  at  once  softens  and  aggra- 
vates all  I  suffer  !^-Yet,  do  not  withdraw  it 
—-do  not  think  me  so  mad  as  to  misprize  it 
— so  wayward  as  to  demand  severity  and 
coldness  !  Oh,  no, — I  could  not  now  bear 
from  you  a  look,  an  accent,  a  single  expres- 
sion of  harshness  or  insensibility  ! — But, 
adored  Adela — hear  my  supplication.  It  is, 
that  you  condemn  me  not  to  the  misery  of 
apprehending,  that  by  absence  and  silence  I 
may  be  driven  from  your  remembrance. 
Pledge  to  me  here  your  solemn  faith  to  ac- 
cept no  other  proposals  during  the  space  of 
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a  year  from  the  present  moment — and 
wherever  you  may  be,  permit  niy  writing  to 
you,  and  engage  to  answer  my  letters." 

"  The  first  of  these  requests,  I  unhesi- 
tatingly comply  with :  the  second,  you  must 
allow  me  time,  a  little  time,  to  deliberate 
upon.  Do  not  look  hurt,*'  added  she,  see- 
ing him  change  countenance  at  her  irresolu- 
tion ;  '^  I  nave  no  motive  for  refusing  an  im- 
mediate assent  to  your  wishes,  which  is  not 
as  much  the  result  of  consideration  for  your 
peace  as  for  my  own.  If,  finally,  we  must 
part,  why  should  I  add  to  the  anguish  of 
that  parting  by  maintaining  a  correspond- 
ence so  calculated  to  enfeeble  our  courage, 
and  to  nourish  deceitful  hopes  ? — Besides— 
I  may,  on  this  head,  receive  a  formal  prohi- 
bition, and  in  that  case  how  shall  I  bear  to 
forego  an  indulgence — for  such  I  have  no 
scruple  in  owning  it  would  be  to  me — which 
habit  Avould  have  rendered  so  essential  to 
my  repose?" 

"  This  calm  and  frigid  reasoning,  Adela, 
dismays  me!  Have  I  deluded  myself  in 
trusting  too  implicitly  to  yonr  love  ? — Your 
countenance,  full  of  sympathy  and  s<>ftness, 
divests  me  of  every  doubt  ;*— the  happy  self- 
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possessiqn.rwilfh  wjfcjic-h^.at  a  moment  likp  the 
present,  5(ou  c;an  foresee. Q?i^ery  difficulty,  and 
anticipate  ey^ry  objection,  confounds  and 
distracts  me  !  Accuse  me  not  of  inconsist- 
ency;  I  thought  iudeed,  that  to  contribute 
to  your  unhappiness  would  heighten  all  my 
OAvn  ;--:but  I  now  expeitience,  that  to  suffer 
singly,  would  ^urpa&s  in  misery  every  other 
possible  degree  of  torment! — Adela,  take 
pity  on  my  feelings;  shew  less  fortitude  in 
resigning  me,  or  J  shall  be  possessed,  of 
none!"  .   i  icA  8^^'>l)'♦•' 

Adela  looked  up  with  a  forced  and  melan- 
choly smile,    aud  said-^''''  If  your  fdrtitude 
is  to  be  proportioned  to  my  weakness, -he- 
roic indeed  will  it  be  !    Fear  not  that  I  shall 
be  too  enviably  exempted    from    all  share 
of  pain. — ^This    blow^    though    perhaps    it 
comes  upon  me  with-  more  preparation  than 
upqn  you,  strikes  me  with  but  little  less  se-r . 
verity.— We  are  all  too  prone  to  flatter  our-  ■ 
selves  that  what  we  anxiously  wish,  however?^' 
improbable   its>  realization,    may    by   some 
unforeseen  and  mysterious  means,  be'  attain- 
able.    From  the  moment  my— vanity  must 
I  call  it  r-rr-taught  me  to  discern  yoiir  attach- 
ment, I   have  been  wavering  between  hopie  ' 
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and  feiir  as  to  its  result ; — hope,  however, 
prepvonderated.  I  thought  that,  indepeil- 
dei)t  of  the  gratification  to  my  father  s  am- 
bition of  receiving  for  me  such  honourable 
proposals,  his  too  well  known  repugnance 
to  me  would  ividuce  him  to  rejoice  at  being- 
thus  permanently  released  from  the  burtheh 
of  bestowing  upon  me  any  future  care.— 
My  expectations,  in  both  cases,  have  been 
,  deceived — and  amply  do  I  now  pay  the  pe- 
nalty of  having  ever  ventured  to  indulge 
them." 

Struck  and  penetrated  by  the  sensibility 
which  this  speech  so  ingenuously  evinced, 
Lord  Ennerdale  poured  forth  his  acknow- 
ledgments in  the  most  impassioned  terms, 
and  supplicated  her  pardon  for  the  distrust 
he  had  so  ungratefully  presumed  to  mani- 
fest: and  Adela,  still  seeking  by  the  gen- 
tlest expressions  to  sooth" his  disturbance, 
v(*titurfed  to  ask  for  some  particulars  of  what 
had  passed  with  her  father. 

The  Earl^  with  as  much  calmness  as  he 
could  command,  then  informed  her,  that 
immediately  on  quitting  her  the  preceding 
day,  he  had  hastened  home  to  compose 
such  a  letter  to  Mr.  Cleveland  as  he  deemed 
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might  insure  a  reception  the  least  unfa- 
vourable, and  call  forth  an  answer  most 
consonant  to  his  fervent  wishes.  He  waved 
communicating  to  his  anxious  auditress  the 
entire  purport  of  this  letter— the  liberality 
of  his  proposals  with  regard  to  settlements, 
and  the  perfectly  disinterested  indifference 
which  it  manifested  relative  to  the  fortune 
that  Mr.  Cleveland  might  think  proper  to 
bestow  with  his  daughter  s  hand ; — ^but,  on 
the  respect  and  earnestness  with  which  he 
had  written,  he  enlarged  more  amply ;  and 
Adela,  as  she  listened  to  him,  sighed,  and 
wondered  that  to  such  intercessions  her  fa- 
ther could  remain  inexorable  ! 

"  This  letter,  my  Adela,"  pursued  he, — 
"  on  the  fate  of  which  so  large  a  portion 
of  my  future  happiness  or  wretchedness 
depended,  I  dispatched,  with  a  throbbing 
heart,  about  an  hour  after  I  left  you,  or- 
dering the  servant,  when  he  delivered  it,  to 
enquire  whether  Mr.  Cleveland  was  at  home, 
but,  at  all  events,  not  to  wait  for  any  an- 
swer. He  brought  me  word  that  your  fa- 
ther dismounted  at  his  own  door,  after  his 
morning  ride,  just  as  my  letter  was  put  into 
the  portei'^s  hands. 
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*'  1    was    engaged/'   continued  he,   "  to 
dine  with  Annesley  and  a  party  of  men  at 
the    Thatched   House :    hut   so   miserably 
anxious  and  unhinged  was  my  mind,  that 
the  effort  of  going  out,  and  of  affecting  un- 
disturbed ease,  surpassed  my  ability,  and  I 
sent  to  Portman  Square  a  tardy  and  brief 
excuse. — I   should  but  ill  succeed,  were  I 
to  attempt  describing  to  you  my  feelings 
throughout  the  lingering  remains  of  this  in- 
tolerable  day.     Alone — unemployed — rest- 
lessly wandering  from   place  to  place — ia 
momentary  expectation  of  some  sort  of  an- 
swer from  your  father,  I  listened  with  intense 
earnestness  to  every  sound  in  the  porter's 
hall,  and  though  discouraged  by  innumer- 
able and  successive  failures,  was  ever  ready 
to  start  forward  with  renewed  attention,  on 
every  recurrence  of  the  slightest  noise ! — 
Oh,   Adela,    never  may   you  be  thus  con- 
demned to  drain  to  the  very  dregs  the  bitter 
cup  of  disappointment — of  long-protracted 
suspense!    Positive  calamity  is,   no  doubt, 
more    stunning,    more    tremendous  —  but 
whether  more  tormenting  to  a  spirit  of  any 
firmness,  I  should  find  it  hard  to  believe. — 
To  what  resource,   do  you  imagine,   I   at 
d3 
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length  applied  for  some  alleviation  of  in- 
quietude ?  — My  thoughts  full  of  your  image 
—my  whole  imagination  employed  in  re- 
verting to  former  scenes  in  which  you  had 
borne  a  part,  I  suddenly  recollected  the  ju- 
venile correspondence  which,  for  some  time 
after  my  departure  from  Dr.  Hampden's, 
had  subsisted  between  us.  Your  letters  I 
had  faithfully  preserved,  and  to  them  I  now 
turned,  as  a  miser  to  his  hoarded  treasure, 
and  found  a  relief  unspeakable  in  their 
perusal.  The  innocent  tone  of  affection 
with  w^iich  they  were  written — their  mix- 
ture of  archness  and  simplicity — the  good- 
ness of  heart  which  every  sentence  indi- 
cated, touched  me  to  the  soul. — No  other 
species  of  occupation  could  have  fixed  my 
wandering  ideas ;  this  caught  and  enchained 
every  faculty.  What  would  I  not  have 
given,  dearest  Adela,  for  one  letter  from  you 
at  the  present  period  breathing  a  similar 
spirit  of  frank  attachment! — But  in  the 
midst  of  the  consolatory  pursuit  in  which  I 
had  engaged,  a  footman  entered,  bringing 
to  me  what  I  most  dreaded — most  wished — 
the  supposed  answer  of  Mr.  Cleveland  ! — 1 
hardly  dared  trust  my  unsteady  voice  to  bid 
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him  put  it  down — the  :^h^king  hartd  I  miist 
have  held  out  to  receive  it  from  him,  Would 
have  betrayed  its  importance,  and  my  own 
nncontroalab^e  emotion-.  He  left  the  room — 
and  then,  with  a  sort  of  desperate  resolu- 
tion, I  seized  it,  tore  open  the  cover,  and 
found  that  it  came — from  Sil^Fatrick  Har- 

"  Sir  Patrick  Harley  !"  repeated  Adela — 
**  And  what  could  be  its  purport  ?" 

*^  He  wrote  to  apply  for  a  direction  to 
my  coachmaker  ! — But  jud^e,  my  Adela, 
how  perversely  this  mortifying  and  unprofit- 
able interruption,  dissipated  ail  the. train  of 
pleasurable  sentiments  your  hoarded  cor- 
respondence had  called  fortl^ !  J  could  not 
recover  the  disposition  that  had  enabled  me 
to  enjoy  them.  The  impatience  and  irrita- 
bility which  for  a  while  had  been  suspended, 
recurred  more  powerfully  than  ever— -and 
till  midnight,  even  whilst  those  letters  re- 
mained in  view  upon  my  table,  I  could  do 
nothing  but  pace  about  the  apartment,  again 
watching  for  the  entrance  of  sonie  domestic 
— again  listening  to  evefy  reat  or  fancied 
sound  from  below.  No  'rii^ssenger  from 
your  father/  howev^k','  arrived — and  my  tor- 
D  4 
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turing  uncertainty  lasted  through  the  night. 
-^This  morning  brought  with  it  the  decisive 
and  unmitigated  verdict  which  I  now  en- 
treat you,  Adela,  to  peruse*' — 

He  then  gave  into  her  hand,,  and  she  read 
with  feelings  impossible  to  describe,  the 
following  cot^cise  letter : — 

"  To  the  Earl  of  Ennerdale. 

"My  Lord,  '  ■    .. 

''  The  proposals  for  my  youngest 
^^  daughter  with  which  your  lordship  has 
"  thoiight  proper  to  honour  me,  I  am  under 
"  the  paliifui  necessity  of  absolutely  de- 
"  dining,  I  beg  to  express  my  acknow- 
"  ledgements  for  the  flattering  distinction 
"  with  which  you  have  regarded  her:  but, 
"  at  the  same  time,  must  be  permitted  to 
*^  add,  that  it  was  scarcely  to  be  expected, 
"  the  hand  which  has  been  dyed  in  the 
*'  blood  of  the  brother,  could  ever,  \j^ith 
"  my  approbation,  be  united  with  that  of 
'^  the  sister. 

*^  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  Lord, 
"  Your  Lordship's  v^ry 

*^  obedient  servant,  i, 

AlJGUSTUS  ChEVEhfiiiD."' 
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Shuddering  at  the  stern  implacability  of 
this  haughty  scroll,  A  del  a  let  it  fall  from 
her  hand  when  she  had  concluded  it,  and 
silently,  yet  with  an  expression  of  involun- 
tary aversion,  turned  away  her  head  as  if 
afraid  to  let  her  eyes  rest  upon  it  again. 
Lord  Ennerdale,  who  read  her  deep  con- 
sternation in  her  looks,  now  said— 

"  You  have  too  much  generosity  to  tell 
me  that  I  have  been  the  architect  of  my 
own  misery ;  yet,  true  it  is,  your  father  has 
so  contrived  to  word  his  refusal,  that  it 
appears  wholly  the  result  of  resentment  at 
the  past.  An  unconcerned,  uninformed 
reader  of  these  austere  lines  would  pro- 
nounce them  justly  merited,  and  deem  me 
arash  and  sanguinary  duellist,  adding  in- 
sult to  injury,  by  daring  to  demand  from 
the  man  whose  son  I  had  challenged,  and 
^nearly  slain,  the  hand  of  his  daughter! — 
But  I  am  not  the  fierce  aggressor  this  letter 
seems  to  stamp  me.  My  principles  and 
temper  are  equally  averse  from  outrage  and 
bloodshed.  Still,  there  are  provocations 
which  scarcely  any  man  could  be  proof 
against,  and  such  (in  justice  to  myself  let 
me  say)  such  was  that  which  1  leceived 
D  5 
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from  your  intemperate  brother.  After  all, 
however^  this  much-resented  duel  is  but  one 
amongst  the  many  reasons  Mr.  Cleveland 
might  have  assigned  for  his  rejection  and 
antipathy.  He  has  viewed  me  with  iire- 
concileahle  ill-will  even  from  the  period  of 
my  being  the  cotemporary  of  his  son  at 
Eton ;  that  son's  animosities  he  has  ever 
made  his  own — has  adopted  all  his  preju- 
dices, and  sanctioned  all  his  hostile  feelings. 
' — This  I,  doubtless,  .knew,  when  I  first 
became  a  candidate  for  your  favour  :  but 
building  too  presumptuously  on  the  influence 
which  my  situi^tion  in  life,  independent  of 
all  personal,  regard,  might  obtain  for  me,  I 
became  voluntarily  blind  to  the  danger  of 
incurring  the  repulse  I  now  so  ineffectually 
deplore.'' 

"  The  same  pernicious  miscalculation  has 
deluded  us  both,"  cried  Adela :  "  but  to 
talk  longer  of  the  past  is  equally  grievous 
and  unavailing;  the  future  must  now  be 
our  sole  object  of  concern.  It  is  most 
painful  to  me,'*  she  added,  "  to  remind 
yoUj  that  my  father  has  decreed  I  should 
no  longer  reside  in  this  house,  unless  your 
visits  are  suspended.     Far  be  it  from  me, 
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^elfislily  to  wislv  that'tb'tf  Wl  16 ultf  •"deprive 
iny  sister  anfl  Mr.  Som^^i'rilWot'  tlie  griitifi- 
catioTi  tliey  receive; <fVotil f  f6iir  society.  I 
have  no-idesire,  on  the'  contrary,  so  earnest 
-as-tharof  in^nii'ngJ  to  tbeftithe  continuance 
-of  this-iin(Tiilg<in(?e  'by-  my  own  immecliatie 
remtjval.  . W'here^  indeed,  can  I  no\v  be 
happier  tha-nlatthe^g^od  Dr.  Hampden'^  ? 
Where  half  s<b»  w-el], -feline^  there ' albne  Vou 
are  as  intimately  kn(iwn\$1rtd  as  affectionately 
valued  as  hJeret^r — I 'am  anxious  also  to 
leave  London  b^3 fore  the  i-etwn  to  it  of  my 
vbrother.  •nl%6>iijcl^a«>cif>  seeing  him  imnie- 
Jiately  «atteP"the  iefminafion'  of  this  inrans- 
picious  affair,  pains:*  iftfe- "inoi'e  thari'  I- can 
ebfipresS^V'^^-^v^i.i     "  ..^  .    vr;   ,r:- =    *>!•   -(•v? '* 

-'    ''  ISet,    qtiit-  not  ^o'lir  ^W^et   s^^S^^r; '  ti^ 

^Adeler,  one  'hour  !^boi1fe»r  than  Von  originally 

piiopoied^-^qilit^  hWltfdt;'  at  Teiist^  'during  the 

-fe'vv^»tveeks«*she  ^fi1^'^si^;ll  r^hiafn^'ih    to\V^. 

I  will  banish'  myself*  from  thi^  'loved '  roof 

'  ttiosti  '^criipu)onf?ly  ;---^nayV  for  the  gratifica- 

-tion'Jofktt owing,  that  '^ou  were  not  pait^d 

throughont  the  summer,   !  ^vould  exile  ni^- 

S^lf  fr€<m<  Northuhiberland  the  whole  year  : 

but  Annesiey  and  Lady  IsabeUa,  with  some 

•Other  friends,  have  volunteered  to  become 

d6 
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my  guests  at  Mordington  Castle,  and  I  fear 
that  it  may  be  difficult  to  shake  off  the 
engagement.  With  hopes  how  different  did 
I  look  forward  to  this  annual  migration  !— 
You  were,  I  believe,  to  be  my  nearest  neigh- 
bour;— nay,  more;  I  had  already  esta- 
blished you,  in  fancy,  as  my  inmate — the 
mistress  of  my  dwelling — the  permanent 
companion  of  my  happy  life! — I  already 
beheld  you,  in  my  mind's  eye,  wandering 
amidst  the  scenes  your  presence  would  so 
greatly  have  contributed  to  embellish  and 
endear ;  I  thought  of  our  proximity  to  your 
sister  and  Mr.  Somerville — ^to  the  abode 
now  inhabited  by  my  boy.'* 

"  Oh,  do  not,  do  not,"  interrupted  the 
distressed  Adela,  "  recapitulate,  with  this 
ingenious  cnielty,  the  many  circumstances 
that  would  have  conspired  to  my  felicity, 
had  such  a  journey  been  permitted  me  I-f- 
I  must  not  dwell  now  upon  visionary  schemes 
of  happiness,  but  seek  to  rest  content  with 
the  mere  exemption  from  superadded  sor- 


Tow.'*- 


"  Grateful  and  consolatory  to  my  h^art 
as  is  the  regret  you  thus  feelixigly  express, 
let  me  be  disinterested  enough  to  present  to 
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itou  some  motives  on  which  to  found  a  hope 
of  better  times — some  reflections  capable  of 
softening  the  grief  of  this  bitter  parting. 
Nothing  on  this  side  the  grave,  let  ns  trust, 
can  be  immutable :  the  opposition  of  your 
father  may,  therefore,  from  a  thousand 
causes  terminate,  and  our  sentence  of  sepa- 
ration may  be  repealed.  I  will  anxiously 
guard  against  every  possibility  of  further 
irritating  his  resentment ; — I  will  endeavour 
to  cultivate  the  favour  of  the  General ; 
and..." 

'•Of  the  General?"  interrupted  Adela, 
changing  colour — *  Then  you  mean  to  be- 
come an  assiduous  visitor  at  his  house  ?"— 

The  Earl  could  not  misunderstand  the 
agitation  with  which  this  question  was  has- 
tily and  involuntarily  asked. — He  took  her 
hand,  and  pressed  it,  enchanted,  to  his  lips : 

"  My  best  and  only  love  V^  exclaimed  he, 
— *'  the  visits,  whether  to  that  or  to  any  other 
mansion  on  the  globe,  which  I  might  make, 
could  eflect  no  change  in  this  devoted  heart! 
—It  is  your's  unalterably,  and  to  the  attain- 
ment of  the  sole  prize  it  values — the  hand  I 
now  hold — will  all  its  wishes,  all  its  energies, 
henceforward  be  applied !" 
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As  he  spoke,  ihi&  eye  accidentally) rast^4 
upon  the  ring  she  worer^— his  own  nnavoA^^eid 
offering — and,  at  the  same  moment,  the  ob- 
servation of  Adela  was  drawn  to  the  same 
object— 'jFoftf  80^ 

^^  This  ring^".<saidrshe,  with  some  hesita- 
tion, and  Tegard  in  g  him  with  a  Goft scions 
smile,  ^-  my  heart  has  ever  told  me>  is  your 
gift;  Should  you  not  thank  me  for  the  value 
which  I  have  therefore  attached  to  it  ?" 

;^/Ohy  valte  it  still,  sweet  Adela,  and  wear 
it  with  even  a  superstitious  constancy!  ''Let 
it  be  a  silent  memorial  to  you  of  my  unfail- 
ing love,-^and  never,  never  may  your  eye 
rest  upoU'  it,  without  bestowing  a  gentle  and 
a  kind  regret  upon  your  absent  Algernon  !" 

A^loud*sknocking  at  the  street  door,. an- 
nouncing visitors,  now  rendered  Adela  urgent 
with  him  to  depart.  He  reluctantly  com- 
pelled himself  to  obey  her,  and  snatching 
her  for  a  moment  to  his  heart,  fervently  ex- 
claimed— 

^^  Adela— -dear  Adela,  farewell  J  have 
no  words  to  tell  you  what  this  separation 
costs  mfe  !  Remember,  that  on  your  faith — 
on  your  firm  and  unwavering^  affection,  my 
sole  chance  of  earthly  happiness  depends* 
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For  the  softness  you  have  shewn  me  during 
this  meLancholy  parting,  tak^e  my  blessing 
and  my  thanks  !  Once  more,  farewel — be 
steady,  be  unchangeable,  and  whenever  we 
may  meet  again^  let  me  gratefully  find,  that 
absence  has  had  no  power  to  displace  me, 
either  from  your  memory  or  your  heart !" 

He  then  hastily  left  her. 
:  Too  mach  disordered  to  endure  the 
thought  of  being  seen,  Adela  instantly  ran 
up  to  her  room,  and  found  no  relief  for  her 
fall  heart  but  from  the  indulgence  of  a 
copious  flood  of  tears.  Whatever  were  tljie 
hopes  to  which  Lord  Ennerdale  encouraged 
her  to  look  forward,  she  mournfully  fore- 
boded, that  all  now  was  at  an  end  between 
:them.  Whence,  indeed,  could  the  remotest 
-expectation  be  derived  of  a  favourable  re- 
verse in  their  aft'airs  ?  Was  it  to  be  ima- 
gined her  father  would  revoke  his  decree  ? 
Or  that  Julius,  to  gratify  whose  enmity  it 
had  been  passed,  would  himself  become 
their  friend  ?  And  who  else  possessed  over 
Mr.  Cleveland  the  slightest  influence  ?  To 
neither  of  her  sisters  would  he  listen,  she 
was  assured ; — to  Mr.  Somerville,  perhaps, 
still  less.     The  General,  even  if  he  had  had 
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any  weight  with  his  brother,  she  well  kne\^ 
was  too  indolent  in  matters  not  relating  to 
his  own  gratification,  to  exert  it  with  the 
zealous  perseverance  her  case  demanded. 
Unaided,  therefore,  by  any  mediator  in 
whose  success  she  could  confide;  afflicted, 
and  desponding,  Adela  half  regretted  the 
mutual  explanation  between  herself  and  the 
Earl  which  had  passed  ;  and  looked  back  to 
the  time  when,  (though  uncertain  of  his 
attachment)  she  daily  beheld  him,  with 
earnest  wishes  that  it  had  not  flown  so 
quickly.  Whatever  had  been  the  apparent 
insensibility  her  looks  and  manners  had  tes- 
tified during  the  whole  period  of  her  sus- 
pense, certain  it  is,  that  she  had,  in  reality, 
loved  him  almost  from  the  moment  she  had 
quitted  the  General's  roof.  So  seldom  had 
his  assiduities  been  remitted  since  that  time, 
that  gratitude  had  confirmed  what  admira- 
tion had  begun,  and  the  happiness  of  seeing 
and  conversing  with  him,  seemed  now  the 
first  requisite  of  her  existence. 

Mrs.  Sotherville,  missing  her  from  the 
drawing-room  during  nearly  the  Avhole 
morning,  at  length  went  up  to  enquire  after 
her.     An  unreserved  explanation  was  then 
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given  to  her  of  all  that  had  passed.  Adela 
struggled  no  more^to  conceal  the  true  state 
of  her  feelings  :  she  looked,  and  candidly 
acknowledged  herself,  thoroughly  unhappy. 
Yet  no  reflections  against  her  father  escaped 
her  ;  she  even  forhore  accusing  her  brother. 
The  object  she  alone  blamed  was  herself^ 
for  not  having  better  known,  in  a  predica- 
ment of  so  much  uncertainty,  how  to  guard 
the  avenues  of  her  heart.  But  every  thing, 
she  ohserved,  had  of  late  conspired  to  render 
her  nearly  forgetful  of  the  opposition  which 
awaited  her  attachment.  Even  Jemima,  by 
the  terror  she  had  shewn  of  her  presumed 
influence  over  Lord  Ennerdale,  had  seemed 
to  imply,  that  she  thought  the  obstacles  to 
his  success  not  wholly  invincible ;  and  the 
partiality  indicated  for  her  by  the  Annes- 
leys ;  the  abated  austerity  of  the  Dowager 
the  last  time  they  had  met,  added  to  the 
sanguine,  though  ill-founded  confidence  in- 
variably cherished  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Somer- 
ville,  had  contributed  to  lull  her  prudence, 
and  silence  all  her  fears.  She  professed, 
however,  the  most  unlimited  disposition  to 
perfect  obedience ;  and  said,  that  Lord  En- 
nerdale himself  shewed  a  resolution  to  submit 
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to  present  circamstaijces,  which,  ha4  vshe 
required  it,  would  alone  have  been  a  lesson 
sufficient  for  her  own  conduct.  —  He  had, 
she  told  her  sister,  solicited  and  obtained 
:  her  promise  of  refusing  all  engagement  for  a 
twelvemonth.  With  respect  to  the  corres- 
pondence in  which  lie  wished  her  to  become 
a  party,  she  was  silent.  The  pleadings  of 
Mrs.  Somerville,  joined  to  those  of  her  own 
heart,  she  feared  would  be  more  than  she 
should  have  fortitude  to  withstand ;  and 
Adela,  anticipating  (if  it  was  interdicted,) 
the  sorrow  it  would  cost  her  to  break  it  off — 
or  the  self-reproach  that  would  attend  her 
still  carrying  it  on,  felt  sincerely  reluctant 
to  give  any  hope  of  engaging  in  it  at  all. 

Towards  the  conclusion  of  this  confer- 
ence, tranquillizing  to  her  spirits,  from  the 
sympathy  and  affection  manifested  for  her 
by  Mrs.  Somerville,  she  earnestly  exhorted 
that  lady  to  fix  an  early  day  for  the  dinner 
at  their  father's ;  and  dictated  to  her  the  most 
submissive  message  to  be  delivered  to  him 
from  herself: — 

"  Tell  him,  my  dear  sister,"  she  said, 
*^  that  I  humbly  and  implicitly  acquiesce  in 
his   decision  ;    and  assure  him,  that  Lord 
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Ennerdale  and  I  have  taken  leave  with  no 
view  of  seeing  each  other  again.  Yet,  if  he 
confirms  the  wish,  expressed  in  his  letter,  of 
hastening  my  departnre  from  town,  say,  that 
I  am  ready  to  set  out,  without  hesitation  or 
delay,  the  instant  his  pleasure  is  made  known 
to  me. — Execute  this  commission  with  the 
most  scrupulous  exactness.  My  prompt 
obedience,  dear  Elinor,  may  avail  me  more 
than  your  most  elaborate  intercessions.  I 
have  no  design  in  acting  thus  :  but  if  I  had, 
is  not  the  chance  greater  of  softening  my 
father's  rigour  by  docility  and  compliance, 
than  by  inunnurs  or  opposition  ?" 

The  mortified  chagrin  of  Mr.  Somerville.at 
the  total  failure  of  his  long-cherished  hope 
of  beholding  the  union  of  Adela  and  Lord 
Ennerdale,  was  not  only  manifest,  but  even 
attended  with  unusual  asperity.  _He  me- 
naced his  wife,  who  vainly  sought  to  pacify 
him,  with  making  it  the  motive  for  an  entire 
breach  with  Julius  ;  and  protested  that  no- 
thing on  earth  should  induce  him  to  become 
the  guest  of  her  father  even  for  a  single  hour ! 

Adela,  hurt  by  his  vehemence,  and,  on 
every  account  solicitous  to  bring  him  to 
milder  feelings,  sought,  though  with  great 
effort  to  herself,  and  at  the  risk  of  drawing 
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down  all  Ins  indignation  upon  her  own  headj 
to  treat  what  had  passed  with  an  appearance 
of  indifference  wholly  foreign  to  her  real 
sentiments.  She  begged  him  not  to  seize 
upon  thai  as  a  pretext  to  quarrel,  which  she, 
the  principal  person  concerned,  hoped  to  be 
able  to  bear  with  so  much  greater  resigna- 
tion ;  and  warmly  urged  him  to  afflict  nei- 
ther her  sister  nor  herself,  by  threats  against 
the  two  individuals  of  their  family  whom  it 
least  befitted  them  passively  to  hear  spoken 
of  with  intemperance. 

His  displeasure  now,  as  she  had  justly 
anticipated,  was  levelled  against  her  almost 
exclusively.  He  told  her,  she  had  never 
shewn  the  slightest  feeling ;  taxed  her  with 
want  of  common  gratitude ;  said  she  was 
undeserving  the  generous  affection  she  had 
excited — and  forgetting,  in  his  rage  at  her 
imputed  insensibility,  his  pre-conceived  ani- 
mosity to  her  father,  suffered  his  wife  to 
write,  and  appoint  whatever  day  she  chose 
for  the  expected  visit. 

This  point  settled,  he  flung  out  of  the 
room  ;  dined  from  home  without  giving  any 
previous  notice  of  his  intention ;  and,  on 
his  next  interview  with  A  del  a,  scarcely 
deigned  either  to  speak  to,  or  look  at  her. 


TRAITS    OF   NATURE.  69 


CHAP.    III.       , 

MUTATION. 

On  the  evening  of  the  day  which  all  but 
Adela  spent  at  her  father  s,  sad  at  heart,  and 
unusually  averse  from  seeking  relief  in  em- 
ployment, she  was  listening  with  a  languid 
smile  to  the  gay  rattle  of  Christina  Cleve- 
land, who  had  been  permitted  to  dine  with 
her,  when  the  drawing-room  door  suddenly 
opened,  and  she  beheld  Julius. 

Her  courage,  at  this  sight,  wholly  desert- 
ed her.  Exultation  at  her  disappointment, 
and  derision  at  her  obvious  dejection,  were 
the  sole  expectations  she  entertained  from 
his  visit.  His  return  to  town  she  was  not 
till  that  moment  apprised  of :  and  gladly, 
to  avoid  such  an  interview,  would  she  her- 
self have  flown  to  the  remotest  comer  of 
the  kingdom. 

But  though  inferior  to  her  satisfaction, 
great  was  her  surprise  at  the  air  and  man- 
ner with  which  he  first  addressed  her.     He 
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kissed  her  with  unwonted  affection  ;  avoided 
scrutinizing  her  countenance,  and  spoke  in 
kinder  accents,  and  used  more  gentle  and 
endearing  language  than  she  had  before  ever 
experienced  from  him.  For  some  time,  her 
amazement  held  her  silent,  and  she  could 
only,  at  stolen  intervals,  regard  him  appre- 
hensively, as  if  to  ascertain  whether  all  this 
was  not  the  effect  of  mockery,  and  whether 
there  lurked  not  beneath  such  a  semblance 
of  forbearance,  a  disposition  to  unfeeling 
ridicule.  But  nothing  of  such  a  nature 
could  she  trace  ;  and,  at  length,  recovering 
the  faculty  of  speech,  she  ventured  to  ask 
him  how  long  he  had  been  arrived  in  town  ? 

"  I  came  this  morning,"  answered  he : 
"  but,  my  dear  Adela,  make  me  some  tea. 
You  have  drank  your  own,  probably,  long 
ago,  but  I  have  not, — and  I  mean  to  sit  with 
you  for  the  rest  of  the  evening,  unless  yoa 
have  any  thing  particular  to  do.'' 

''  Oh,  nothing,"  answered  she,  more  and 
more  astonished — "  I  shall  be  extremely 
glad  of  your  company.  Yet,  will  they  not, 
in  Hertford  Street,  be  a  little  hurt  at  your 
deserting  them  ?" 

"  They  will  not  even  miss  me.     There  is 
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other  company  besides  the  Somervilles  and 
Alicia;  and,  I  think,  I  heard  a  threat  of 
music  from  Barbara : — 3^ou  know  my  old 
aversion  to  her  sort  of  harmony  ?" 

Adela  then  rang  the  bell,  and  whilst  her 
orders  for  tea  were  executing,  Julius  turned 
to  his  merry-hearted  young  cousin,  and 
made  a  laughing  apology  for  having  spoken 
with  so  little  ceremony,  of  Barbara's  ta- 
lents : — 

"  But  the  truth  is^,  my  dear  Cbrisly," 
added  he,  '^  you  Avere  so  unusually  quiet, 
and  are  so  easily  eclipsed  by  a  screen  or  a 
high-backed  chair,;  that' 1  did  not  at  that 
moment  perceive 'yoin',  an^d  forgot  that  you 
were  ih  tlie;  room."  ' 

Christina  accepted  this 'excuse,  awkwai*d 
as  it  was,  with  her  accustomte'd  good  hu- 
mour; and  Adela,  exerting  herself  to  ap- 
pear less  depressed,  asked  him  to  give  her 
some' account  of  his  recent*  exdursion. 

He  smiled,  and,  she  fancied,  even  co- 
loured, as  he  answered-^"  Oh,  I  can  tell 
you  nothing  about  it  that  would  at  all  amuse 
your     :'  ^  .  ' 

However,  he  stated,  in  general  terms, 
that  the   country  was   beginning  to  be  in 
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great  beauty ;  that  he  had  never  enjoyed 
fine  weather  and  fine  scenery  so  much ; 
that  he  had  made  several  new  and  delight- 
ful additions  to  his  acquaintance,  and  upon 
the  whole,  had  been,  for  the  space  of  a  fort- 
night, the  happiest  fellow  in  existence  ! 

"  And  where  was  all  this  felicity  ex- 
perienced ?'* 

"  Why — at  a  place  you  never  heard  the 
name  of  in  your  life." 

*^  And  is  that  a  reason  why  I  never 
should?" 

"  I  assure  you  that  you  would  be  none 
the  wiser  if  I  told  it  you ; — it  is  a  sin- 
gle house,  out  of  the  direction  of  any  pub- 
lic road,  and  in  a  county  which  you  know 
nothing  at  all  about/* 

Adela  was  too  cautious  of  provoking  him 
to  persist  in  her  enquiries,  and  finding  her 
willing  to  let  the  subject  drop,  he  desired  to 
hear  what  her  plans  were  to  be  for  the  rest 
of  the  summer  ? 

*^  As  soon,"  answered  she,  "  as  Elinor 
and  Mr.  Somerville   leave   town — perhaps 
before — I  shall  return  into  Devonshire." 
"  And  whose  arrangement  is  this  ?" 
''  My  father's/' 
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Julius  said  nothing,  but  he  looked  by  no 
means  pleased  ;  and  it  was  some  time  before 
he  could  prevail  upon  himself  to  resume  the 
conversation  upon  general  subjects.  Adela_, 
as  little  desirous  to  pursue  the  discourse  as 
he  was,  gladly  consented  (after  two  or  three 
unsuccessful  attempts  to  talk  with  serenity 
of  indifferent  things)  to  sit  down  to  the 
instrument  and  play  to  him  some  of  his 
favourite  marches  and  French  country- 
dances. 

During  her  performance,  Christina  was 
sent  for,  and  took  her  leave.  Julius  then, 
seated  himself  close  beside  his  sister,  but 
somewhat  in  the  shade,  and  bidding  her 
cease  all  that  "  noisy  clatter,''  asked  her, 
for  the  first  time  in  his  life,  to  sing  him  a 
slow  and  soothing  song. 

She  enquired  whether  it  should  be  in 
English,  Scotch,  or  Italian  ? 

"  Oh,  English  ;— let  it  be  Mozart's,  For- 
get me  not,'' 

"  Why,  my  dear  Julius,  I  had  no  sus- 
picion you  knew  that  such  a  composer  as 
Mozart  had  ever  existed  ?  Where  did  you 
pick  up  this  information  about  him,   and 

VOL.  IV.  E 


^7^  TRAITS   OF   NATURE. 

what  has  made  you  so  suddenly  grow  fond 
of  singing  ?" 

"  I  always,"  replied  he,  with  some  hesi- 
tation, ^^  was  fond  of  it,  when  it  had  any 
soul  and  feeling !  Barbara's  distracting 
flourishes,  indeed,  never  were  much  to  my 
taste.  Her  singing  is  all  affectation,  and 
ill-executed  scamper  and  rapidity  ;  and  with 
regard  to  her  playing,  whatever  she  under- 
takes, sounds  to  me  like  a  series  of  mistakes! 
I  know  that  it  is  all  very  fine,  and,  that 
however  confused  the  composition  seems,  to 
ears  untaught,  she  wdll  eventually  find  her 
way  out  of  the  maze:  bat,  meanwhile,  she  sets 
my  teeth  on  edge,  and  leaves  me  no  wish  but 
to  make  as  speedy  an  escape  as  possible." 

Adela,  happy  that  her  unpretending  ef- 
forts could  so  much  better  amuse  him,  and 
glad  to  be  spared  the  necessity  of  talking, 
sought  for  the  air  he  had  desired  her  to  sing, 
and  performed  it  with  such  genuine  sensi- 
bility of  expression,  that  it  was  evident  her 
heart  entered  into  the  task,  and  associated 
to  the  words  which  she  w^as  repeating,  re- 
membrances the  most  applicable  to  her  pre- 
sent circumstances,  and  the  most  affecting 
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to  her  present  feelings.  Julius  seemed 
aware,  when  it  was  too  late,  that  he  had 
exacted  from  her  a  trying  effort.  He 
thanked  her  with  great  cordiality  when  she 
paused,  and  as  if  to  afford  some  relief  to  her 
spirits,  was  proceeding  to  ask  for  a  more 
enlivening  strain,  when  the  carriage  drove 
up  to  the  door  Avhich  brought  home  her  sis- 
ters and  Mr.  Somerville. 

After  their  return,  Julius  speedily  took 
leave,  and  Adela  remained  impressed  with 
a  more  favourable  opinion  of  his  delicacy 
and  feeling  than  she  had  ever  before  been 
encouraged  to  entertain.  Not  once  had  he, 
in  the  most  distant  degree,  alluded  to  her 
division  from  Lord  Ennerdale, — not  once 
had  he  even  insinuated  that  he  knew  what 
had  occurred  :  but  sociable  and  friendly, 
she  had  again  found  him  the  same  amiable 
and  affectionate  companion  he  once  before 
had  shewn  himself  during  her  temporary 
residence  in  Hertford  Street. 

"  Oh,  that  this  amicable  spirit  may  last !" 
she  internally  exclaimed ;  from  whatever 
cause  it  proceeds,  how  gratefully  shall  I 
hail  and  cherish  it  1" 

Mr$.  Erington  now  gave  her  an  account 
E  2 
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of  the  day  they  had  spent,  not  much  cal- 
culated, (had  it  been  passed  any  where  but 
at  her  father's)  to  make  Adela  regret  her 
own  exclusion. 

*^  We  had  to  meet  us/'  said  Alicia,  "  our 
gallant,  but  hollow  uncle,  his  proud   con- 
sort,  and   two    of   their   hopeful   progeny. 
Besides  these,  we  were  honoured  with  the 
presence  of  a  noble  senator  of  the  realm, 
and  of  a  battered  old  admiral,  who  differed 
in  politics,  and  snarled  at  each  other  during 
the  whole  dinner ;   of  two  scientific  profes- 
sors, unwilling  to  be  intelligible,  and  there- 
fore, self  condemned  to  be  mute;  of  a  po- 
pular but  pert  poet,  whose  snip-snap  man- 
ners have  destroyed  in  me  all  the  enthusiasm 
his  works  had  excited  ;  and  lastly,  of  a  pair 
of  venerable   spinsters,   Mrs.  Lucretia  and 
Mrs.  Arethusa  Macphyllida,  great-aunts  of 
every  nephew  and  niece  our  ample  family 
can  boast.*' 

"  And  whom,"  said  Adela,  ^^  amidst  this 
assemblage,  did  you  select  to  talk  with  ?" 

«<  Why,  my  neighbour,  the  chaste  Lu- 
cretia ;  and  she  gave  me  some  very  valuable 
hints  for  compounding  anti-spasmodic  medi- 
cines,— for  relieving  the  anguish  of  gnat- 
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bites,  and  wasp-stings, — for  polishing  ma- 
hogany  tables, — and  improving  quince  mar- 
malade !" 

^'  And  what  did  her  sister  talk  about  ?" 

"  Really,  I  can't  very  well  tell ;  she  ad- 
dressed herself  chiefly  to  Mr.  Somerville, 
and,  I  believe,  upon  the  subject  of  pastoral 
poetry  :  I  overheard  something  about 
eclogues  and  idyls,  that  instantly  made  m^ 
turn  my  head  another  way." 

"  And  why  ?" 

*'  Oh,  because  shepherds  and  their  bleat- 
ing flocks,  et  les  ridsseauxy  avec  leiirs  cou- 
sins les  ormeaux,  et  leursfreres  les  ?nohieaux, 
et  leurs  hisaieids  Its  sentimens,  always  put 
me  into  a  passion — or  make  me  fall  asleep !" 

"  I  am  afraid,"  said  Mrs.  Somerville, 
"  that  you  may  apply  to  yourself  a  quotation 
from  another  witty  foreigner,  and  frankly 
acknowledge,  that  you  have  no  taste  pour  les 
plalsirs  innocents  !" 

"  Why,  certainly  not  much,  if  they  are 
all  to  be  derived  from  descriptions  of  spor- 
tive lambkins,  and  murmuring  brooks,  and 
sighing  swains !  The  simplicity  of  these 
rural  images  will  never  suit  my  vitiated 
fancy,  till  the  harmless  picture  is  enlivened 
p.  3 
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by  the  intrusion  into  it  of  a  few  wolves  and 
foxes  !^' 

She  then,  with  a  yawn  expressive  of  the 
-  weariness  so  tame  a  subject  gave  her,  baite 
them  all  good  night,  and  retired  to  her 
room. 

The  day  that  had  been  appointed  for  the 
christening  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Somerville's 
infant  son  was  now  approaching.  On  its 
eve,  Lord  Ennerdale  wrote  to  say,  that  as  it 
unfortunately  appeared  incumbent  upon  him 
to  resign  the  pleasure  of  standing  fof  his 
young  godson  in  person,  he  requested  Mr. 
Somerville  to  become  his  proxy.  He  then 
expatiated  (but  in  strict  confidence  to  Mrs, 
Somerville,  to  whom  the  letter  was  address- 
ed) upon  the  subject  of  his  late  grievous  re- 
jection : — "  Wretched  as  it  has  made  me," 
said  he, "  and  cheering  as  it  would  be,  I  am 
"  well  assured,  to  your  generous  sister,  to 
*'  know  that  I  possessed  any  secret  motive 
^^  of  consolation,  yet,  for  the  universe,  would 
"  1  not  have  her  suspect  the  source  whence 
"  such  consolation  is  derived! — it  originates 
"  not  in  the  senseless  idea  that  Mr.  Cleve- 
"  land's  purposes  are  to  be  changed  : — I  am 
**  far  from  being  so  abandoned  as  to  found 
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"  it  upon  a  wish  or  hope  of  his  premature 
*^  dissohition. — No — I  rest  my  expectations 
*'  solely  upon  Adela  herself.     She  has  given 
'^  me  a  promise^  which  I  trust  she  regards 
'^  as  sacred,  to  preserve  her  freedom  invio- 
"  late  for  the  ensuing;  year.     Yet  her  mind 
"  is  at  this  moment    under   the  influence^ 
"  partly  of  terror,  partly  of  an  overstrained 
"  sense  of  filial  obligation. — May  not  time 
^*  weaken   her  terrors,  and   take  from  her 
"  filial  scniples  somewhat  of  their  force  ? 
"  She  loves  me,  dearest  Mrs.  Somerville  !-— 
"  Can   she  then  endure  to  consign  me  to 
**  lasting  sorrow  ?     It   would   startle,  ani 
*^  perhaps  deeply  offend  her,  were  I  now  tQ 
^'  express  a  belief^  that  the  unqualified  ri- 
*^  gour  of  her  purposed  obedience  can  ever 
"  relax.     But,  if  with  apparent  resignation^, 
"  I  submit,  during  a  twelvemonth,  to  the 
"  sentence  that  has  been  passed  against  us  ; 
"  — if  I  keep  alive  in  her  heart  the  affection 
"  which  she  has  avowed  for  me,  by  enga- 
"  ging  her  in  a  frequent  correspondence,  is 
"  there  not  reason  to  hope  that  she  may,  at 
"  the  end  of  that  interval,  or,  at  least,  when 
^^  she  comes  of  age,  find  her  stability  a  little 
*^  shaken  ?     And  would  not  you,  my  iudul-*. 
E  4 
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••'  gent  frifindj  be  the  first  to  favour  my  cause, 
"  and  to  assist  in  convincing  her,  that  hav- 
^^  ing  attained  the  period  prescribed  by  the 
"  laws  for  becoming  entitled  to  dispose  of 
**  her  own  hand,  she  ought  no  longer  to 
**  condemn  me  to  a  life  of  lingering  disap- 
"  pointment  ? — Were  Mr.  Cleveland  ever 
"  to  step  forward  as  a  just  and  impartial  pa~ 
"  rent — were  he  to  take  her  to  his  heart,  and 
"  receive  her  beneath  his  roof,  then  would 
"  my  prospects  indeed  be  dreary! — The  love 
^*  which  Adela  entertains  for  me,  might 
"  not  be  proof  against  such  measures — her 
"  renunciation  of  me  would  probably  be  ir- 
"  revocable,  and  her  father's  triumph  com- 
"  plete.^ — Whilst  affairs,  however,  remain 
^'  upon  their  present  footing,  there  seems 
*^  reason  to  indulge  more  flattering  antici- 
*'  pations  :  and  these  alone  now  support 
**  my  courage,  and  moderate  my  repinings. 

"  I  intercede,  dear  Mrs.  Somerville,  most 
*'  earnestly,  for  your  aid  in  inducing  Adela 
*^  to  consent  to  the  epistolary  intercourse  I 
"  proposed  to  her.  All  my  expectations 
^^  rest  upon  that  foundation." 

Mrs.  Somerville,  desirous  of  furnishing 
her  husband  with  what  he  might  deem  a 
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reasonable  excuse  for  giving  np  the  resent- 
ment against  Adela  of  which  he  was  him- 
self becoming  weary,  shewed  him,  under 
an  injunction  of  inviohible  secrecy,  the 
Earl's  letter.  It  produced  the  desired  effect. 
If  Lord  Ennerdale  was  content  with  the  de- 
gree of  attachment  that  had  been  manifest- 
ed for  him,  his  friends,  assuredly,  had  no 
right  to  be  more  fastidious; — if,  also,  he 
Avas  content  to  practise  present  submission 
to  the  restrictions  that  were  enjoined  him, 
his  friends  were  not  entitled  to  be  more  re- 
fractory. All  things  considered  then,  Mr. 
Somerville  resolved  to  seek  a  reconciliation 
with  his  fair  sister,  and  still  to  cherish  her 
as  fondly  as  ever,  even  upon  her  own  terms. 

Adela  was  not  difficult  to  appease.  She 
gladly  extended  to  him  a  friendly  hand,  and 
the  most. perfect  concord  once  more  esta- 
blished itself  between  them. 

On  questioning  Mrs.  Somerville,  with 
great  anxiety,  to  know  what  answer  her  fa- 
ther had  returned  to  her  message,  she  was 
told  by  that  lady,  that  having  found  no  op- 
portunity of  delivering  it  to  him  herself,  she 
bad  ventured  to  entrust  it  to  a  proxy,  who 
B  5 


8:3  TRAITS    OF    NATURE. 

had  professed  the  truest  zeal  in  service,  and 
promised  to  repeat  it  most  faithfully  and 
circumstantially  : 

"  Whom  can  you  possibly  mean  ?" 
^^  One  whom  I  saw  nearly  as  much  in- 
terested in  your  affairs  as  myself ;  one  who 
enquired  after  you  with  looks  and  words  of 
unaffected  solicitude — Julius,  in  short  I — 
Have  I  done  very  wrong  ?" 

"  I  should  have  thought,  dear  Elinor, 
that  you  had  at  least  done  very  idly,"  re- 
plied Adela,  "  had  I  heard  this  account 
previous  to  my  last  interview  with  him : 
but  his  conduct  on  that  occasion  was  so 
every  way  calculated  to  give  me  confidence 
in  his  regard,  that  I  am  far  more  glad  than 
sorry  you  chose  such  a  delegate.'* 


GHAP.  IV. 

ESCAPE. 


TJninformi:d  of  the  day  when  his  nephew's 
baptism  was  to  take  place,  Julius,  in  the 
midst  of  the  ceremony,  entered  the  Somer- 
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villes'  drawing-room.    The  party  assembled 
was  large,  and,  in  addition  to  a  number  of 
persons  wbo  were  almost  strangers  to  him, 
consisted  of  Mr.  Annesley,  wbo  was  one  of 
the  godfathers.  Lady  Isabella,   Mrs.  Ross, 
Sir  Patrick  Harley,  and  the  clergyman,  who 
was   reading   the   service.      He   stopped   a 
moment  irresolute  at  the  door:  but  catch- 
ing the  eye  of  Adela,  who  half  smiled  as 
she  looked  up  at  him,  he  quietly  advanced, 
ami  posted  himself  next  to  her. 

When  the  minister  closed  the  book,  and 
the  infant  Algernon  was  to  be  conveyed 
back  to  his  nurse,  placid  and  tranquil  as 
he  had  hitherto  remained,  his  patience  at 
last  gave  way,  and  he  burst  into  a  loud  and 
vehement  fit  of  crying.  Adela  flew  to  re- 
lease from  so  uneasy  a  charge  Jiis  discon- 
certed godmother,  the  scared  and  provoked 
Alicia,  and  hastened  with  him  towards  the 
door. 

As  she  proceeded,  soothing  and  endea- 
vouring to  pacify,  such  clamorous  discon- 
tent, she  fondly  bent  over  him,  exclaiming" 
softly,  "  Hush,  darling  boy  I  Hush,  my 
own  little  Algernon  l" 

e6 
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^^  Ah,  how  much  more  grateful  an  own 
Algernon  you  might  possess!"  whispered, 
though  not  very  inaudibly,  a  voice  just  be- 
hind her. 

She  hastily  turned  her  head,  and  at  the 
same  moment  that  she  discovered  in  Mr. 
Annesley  the  author  of  this  speech,  she 
met  the  eyes  of  her  brother,  who  stood  close 
beside  him,  and  by  whom,  she  could  have 
ilQ  doubt,  it  had  been  distinctly  overheard. 
Frightened  at  such  a  possibility,  she  hur- 
ried on,  almost  tempted,  after  surrendering 
to  his  attendant  the  weary  baby,  to  avoid  ap- 
pearing again.  But  unwilling  to  occasion 
enqmries  and  messages,  she  conquered  her 
reluctance,  and  shortly  re-entered  the  room. 

Julius  was  now  engaged  at  cards,  and  she 
cautiously  held  aloof  from  the  table  at  which 
he  sat ;  but  Lady  Isabella,  who  was  his 
partner,  addressing  to  her  some  question, 
she  was  obliged  to  approach  nearer ; — and 
then,  to  her  unspeakable  surprise,  far  from 
finding  herself  contemplated  by  him  with 
unfeeling  superciliousness,  she  saw  in  his 
aspect  an  expression  of  strong-marked  con- 
cern and  pity  I 
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Affected  by  so  kind  a  change,  her  eyes 
filled  with  tears,  and  scarcely  could  she  for- 
bear going  round  to  thank  him. 

Mr.  Annesley,  thongh  he  spoke  to  her 
no  more  in  so  significant  a  manner,  hovered 
near  her,  and  conversed  with  hardly  any 
body  else  the  whole  evening.  She  listened 
to  him  with  pleasure,  but  not  in  compliment 
to  his  powers  of  entertainment :  on  the  con- 
trary, his  animation  was,  at  the  present 
moment,  almost  too  much  for  her.  But 
with  his  sight,  the  recollection  of  Lord  En- 
nerdale  was  so  strongly  united,  that,  inde- 
pendent of  any  thing  he  uttered,  the  very 
sound  of  his  voice  was  grateful  to  her.  In- 
deed, she  often  scarcely  knew  what  he  said, 
or  was  capable  of  giving  to  him  either  an 
apt  or  collected  answer.  Yet  he  still  per- 
severed in  addressing  her ;  and  it  sometimes 
seemed  as  if,  actuated  by  the  same  spirit,  he 
found  as  much  satisfaction  in  talking  to  her 
for  the  sake  of  his  friend,  as  she  had  in  lis- 
tening to  him. 

Sir  Patrick  Harley,  who,  for  several 
weeks,  had  seen  of  her  infinitely  less  than 
previous  to  Mr.  Somcrville's  confinement^ 
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was  charmed  to  regain  his  former  privilege 
of  bestowing  upon  her  the  deliberate  ho- 
mage of  his  ^  lack-lustre  eyes/  She  appear- 
ed to  him,  viewed  again  in  the  circle  of  her 
family,  with  almost  every  charm  of  entire 
novelty ;  and  so  beautiful  did  he  think  her, 
so  superior  to  every  woman  he  had  beheld 
during  her  retreat,  that  her  presence  gave 
even  to  his  ponderous  heart,  an  elastic  spring 
it  had  rarely  experienced,  and  rendered 
him  as  utterly  regardless  of  every  other  fe- 
male in  the  room,  as  if  secure  of  Adela's 
most  tender  partiality. 

Nothing  could  be  less  in  consonance 
than  such  a  circumstance  Avith  the  wishes 
of  the  speculating,  but  shallow  Alicia.  The 
tmwearied  pains  she  had  taken  to  attract 
towards  herself  the  favour  of  Sir  Patrick, 
merited  in  her  estimation,  a  more  grateful 
and  courteous  return.  She  had  yet  to  learn, 
^at  though  flattery  from  an  indifferent  per- 
son, in  the  absence  of  a  dearer  object,  may- 
enforce  complacency,  and  bribe  attention, 
it  stands  no  chance  of  maintaining  its  ground 
when  vanity  becomes  a  secondary  passion, 
and  the  feelings  of  the  heart  are  again  called 
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into  action  by  the  presence  of  its  selected 
favourite.  Sir  Patrick  was  too  assailable  on 
the  score  of  conceit  to  distrust  the  sincerity 
of  Mrs.  Erington's  demonstrations  of  re- 
gard :  and  being  a  fervent  admirer  of  beauty, 
her  civilities  were  far  from  being  unac- 
ceptable to  him.  She  appeared  in  his  own 
eyes,  and  was  acknowledged  by  many  co- 
temporary  judges  of  female  loveliness,  to 
be  even  more  dazzlingly  handsome  than  her 
junior  sister.  Yet  Adela,  whether  from  the 
circumstance  of  exhibiting  herself  less  fre- 
quently, or  from  possessing  superior  powers 
to  retain  those  w^hom  she  had  once  capti- 
vated, was  universally  pronounced  the  most 
attractive,  and  never  failed  in  society  to 
secure  the  largest  majority  of  favourers.  Sir 
Patrick  was  very  prone  to  be  swayed  by 
the  judgment  of  the  multitude,  and  when 
the  two  sisters  were  together,  was  always 
more  devotedly  the  slave  of  Adela  than  of 
the  less  undesigniiig  Alicia.  When  they 
were  apart,  and  he  beheld  Mrs.  Ering- 
ton  in  high  fashion  with  the  tonish  men 
of  the  day,  she  acquired  a  degree  of  con- 
sequence in   his   estimation   that  rendered 
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her  the  almost  unrivalled  object  of  his  as- 
siduity. 

'^  Why  do  these  dim  orbs,"  said  Mr. 
Annesley,  directing  a  quick  but  smiling 
glance  towards  the  Baronet,  and  then  ad- 
dressing Adela,  '^  so  long  delay  borrowing 
aid  from  speech  to  interpret  their  master's 
passion  ? — To  that  expedient  they  '  must 
come  at  last/  for  what  can  you  do  with  his 
dumb  adoration  }  However  well  inclined 
you  may  be  to  reward  it,  custom,  tyrannic 
custom  forbids  your  dispensing  with  the 
little  hackneyed  ceremony  of  a  specific  de- 
claration :  to  thoughts  that  breathe,  he  must 
add  words  that  bur)?,  before  you  can,  with 
any  propriety,  assure  him  of  your  pity." 

"  There  are  few  things,  I  am  persuaded,'* 
said  Adela,  "  which  he  would  disdain  more 
heartily  than  an  assurance  of  pity  from 
one,  whom,  (whilst  he  fancies  himself  hold- 
ing in  suspense)  he  doubtless  regards  as  an 
object  of  such  infinite  compassion.  Be- 
sides, he  is  so  w^ell  guarded  by  ostentation 
from  the  approaches  of  real  sensibility — he 
is  so  inaccessible  to  the  attacks  of  genuine 
sorrow,  by  the  constitutional  apathy  of  his 
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mind,  that  I  much  question  whether  joy  or 
grief,  are  not  equally  remote  from  any  of 
the  feelings  he  ever  huSy  or  ever  will  expe- 
rience." 

"  With  the  impassihility  you  attribute 
to  him,  he  would  be  an  admirable  subject 
for  a  naturalist  to  try  a  little  experimental 
philosophy  upon.  It  would  be  curious  to 
ascertain,  after  the  operation  of  trepanning, 
with  how  much  of  his  brain  remaining,  he 
might  be  sent  into  the  world,  to  cut  as  good 
a  figure  as  he  does  at  this  moment.'* 

"  I  am  inclined  to  suspect,"  said  Adela, 
half  laughing,  "  that  no  deductions  made 
by  such  a  process,  would  effect  any  percep- 
tible change  !'* 

Before  the  party  dispersed,  Julius  drew 
Adela  to  a  remote  window,  and  said,  "  How 
much  longer  do  the  Somervilles  purpose  to 
remain  in  town  ?" 

"  About  ten  days  or  a  fortnight." 

"  I  have  the  pleasure  then  to  tell  you, 
that  no  sort  of  opposition  will  be  made  to 
your  continuing  with  them  till  the  last  mo- 
ment of  their  stay." 

"  Thank  yon,  dear  Julius,  for  this  agree- 
able intelligence  ;  and  thank  you  for  having 
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SO  kindly  nodertaken  to  be  my  spokesmat* 
with  my  father.  How  did  he  listen  to  my 
humble  message  ?'* 

"  Ob,  patiently  enough!  And  I  do  not 
see  very  well  how  he  could  do  otherwise^ 
He  may  rest  assured  that  he  has  no  other 
child  who  would  have  sent  him  its  coun- 
terpart! — But,  Adela — I  have  heard  a  de- 
testable report  of  Lady  Rosalvan's  having 
contracted  some  mean  and  disgraceful 
marriage!  I>o  you  know  any  thing  of  it?^ 
Is  the  hateful  history  true  ?" 

Adela  sighed  deeply,  and  reluctantly  ac- 
knowledged that  it  was. 

"  And  how  did  you  first  obtain  the  in- 
formation ?  Who  is  the  wretch  she  has 
chosen  ?  Tell  me  all  you  know  upon  the 
subject ;  I  hope  you  have  never  heard  it 
alluded  to  except  within  these  walls  !" 

*^  Ah,  my  dear  Julius,  you  must  dismiss 
that  hope  I'* 

She  then,  seeing  him  all  impatience  for 
a  fuller  explanation,  communicated  to  him 
•without  reserve,  the  dialogue  which  she 
had  overheard  at  Lady  Wil brook's  concert, 
and  the  every  way  mortifying  reflections 
which  the  persevering  imprudence   of  her 
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mother,   encouraged    the    illiberal   to   cast 
upon  her  own  birth. 

"  1  have  never/*  continued  she,  *^  ven- 
tured into  any  large  party  since  the  night 
of  the  concert ;  nor,  to  say  the  truth,  shall 
I  feel  either  disposition  or  courage,  speedily, 
to  expose  myself  again  to  the  chance  of 
hearing  such  assertions. — Oh,  Julius,  how 
must  my  father's  total  disregard  of  me, 
that  cniel  evening,  have  assisted  in  con- 
firming these  injurious  doubts !" 

Julius,  enraged  by  this  account  of  the 
calumnies  in  circulation  respecting  her, 
made  the  most  minute  enquiries  into  every 
particular  of  the  conversation  which  had 
so  much  shocked  her — murmiired  a  thou- 
sand imprecations  betvreen  his  teeth  ;  and 
when  he  had  gathered  from  her  the  ut- 
most her  memory  would  furnish,  only  say- 
ing— I 

"  It   is    fit   ray   father    should    hear   of 

this !"  he  abruptly  quitted  her^  and  left  the 
house. 

The  following  morning,  Adela  reflect- 
ing that  her  stay  in  London  woukl  now  be 
very  short,  and  anxious  before  she  went, 
to  obtain  an  interview  with  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
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Hampden,  wrote  to  the  latter,  entreating 
her  to  appoint  fi  time  for  the  meeting. 
The  succeeding  evening  was  named  ;  and 
borrowing  her  sister's  carriage  (for  she  no 
longer  dared  venture  to  the  house  unat- 
tended) she  was  punctual  to  the  hour  of 
assignation. 

William,  reading  at  a  window,  was  alone 
in  the  room  into  which  she  had  been  con- 
ducted. The  sickly  hae  of  his  complexion 
remained  unaltered  ;  but  he  looked  more 
cheerful,  and  received  her  with  ease  and 
evident  pleasure. 

Her  first  enquiries  being  over,  Adela  in- 
formed him,  that  she  ex2)ected  shortly  to 
re-visit  Devonshire,  and  intreated  that  he 
would  give  her  authority  to  employ  her 
talents  of  mediation  between  him  and  his 
parents. 

"  Tell  me  but  why,  my  dear  William," 
added  she,  ^^  you  have  so  cruelly  abstained 
from  giving  them  any  intelligence  of  your- 
self ?  Tell  me  only,  how  soon  I  may  an- 
nounce to  them  a  probability  of  seeing 
you,  and  it  will  be  the  joy  of  my  heart 
to  prepare  them  for  your  arrival,  and  to 
smooth  all  the  difficulties  of  your  first 
meeting." 
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^'  It  was  for  the  purpose,"  replied  he, 
'^  of  leaving  us  to  the  free  discussion  of 
this  affair,  that  my  considerate  Annabel 
retired  on  your  approach.  Lord  Ennerdale 
tells  me,  that  you  are  most  generously 
anxious  on  a  subject  which  the  goodness 
of  your  own  heart  alone  can  render  in- 
teresting to  you  ;  and  I  wdll  confess,  that 
he  exhorted  me  to  hear  you  with  no  pre- 
determination to  remain  uninfluenced  by 
your  advice.  The  assiduous  zeal,  and  no- 
ble conduct  towards  us  of  that  incom- 
parable friend,  with  the  prospect,  however 
distant,  of  recovering  health  sufficient  to 
resume   my  military   duties,   have  softened 

the  pride  of  my    heart re-animated    my 

spirits,  and  made  me  willing,  at  length,  to 
let  my  family  become  acquainted  with  the 
situation  in  which  I*stand.  My  return  to 
England  is  no  secret  to  them  ;  but  they 
ai*e  equally  ignorant  of  my  marriage,  and 
of  my  illness.  Tell  them,  dear  Miss  Cleve- 
land,  that  when  consenting  to  receive  a 
returning  prodigal,  they  must  open  their 
hearts  also  to  admit  and  cherish  his  loved 
partner  ; — paint  to  them  her  angelic  con- 
duct  throughout  the   hard   period   of   my 


94  TRAITS   OF   NATURE. 

STiffenngs  ;  tell  them,  her  disinterested  af- 
fection can  never,  by  those  who  love  me, 
be  sufficiently  repaid  :  say,  that  though  now 
condemned  to  penury  and  sorrow,  she  was 
born  in  affluence,  and  till  sire  knew  me, 
never  experienced  an  hour's  affliction  !  Yet, 
how  heroically  has  she  borne  it !  Hoav 
superior  to  all  calamity  has  her  attachment 
made  her!" 

'^  All  this,"  said  Adela,  touched  by  his 
grateful  affection,  '^  I  will,  with  delight, 
recapitulate.  But  forgive  me,  William,  if 
I  venture  to  ask,  whether  your  sweet  wife 
has  made  no  effort  to  soften  the  resentment 
of  her  own  father." 

"  She  has  written  twice  to  her  sister-in- 
law,"  answered  he  ;  "  there  has  been  no 
time  yet  for  the  arrival  of  an  answer  to  the 
second  of  these  letters  :  but  the  ^r^st  has 
been  replied  to  with  vague  and  unmeaning 
expressions  of  kindness,  which  gave  us 
very  little  hope  of  a  favourable  issue  to  the 
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"  Why  does  she  not  hazard  a  direct  ad- 
dress to  her  father  himself?" 

"  It  is  long,"  answered  William,  "  since 
her  father  has  thought  himself  in  a  capa- 
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city  to  read  or  write  any  letters  whatever. 
He  is  a  confirmed  valetudinarian,  or  rather 
hypochondriac,  subject  to  dreadful  fits  of 
depression,  and  apt,  continually,  to  enter- 
tain the  gloomiest  fe^rs  of  impending  dis- 
solution. He  gives  up  to  his  son's  widow 
the  entire  management  of  his  house,  and 
the  regulation  of  every  affair  connected 
either  with  his  estate  or  family.'* 

"  Is  this  widow  sincerely  friendly  to 
your  wife  r" 

'^  We  have  no  means  of  ascertaining, 
Annabel  is  unsuspicious,  and  prone  to  be- 
lieve all  the  world,  like  herself,  disinterested 
and  guileless.  I  have  no  personal  acquaint- 
ance with  Mrs.  Forester  ;  but  a  variety  of 
minute  and  almost  indescribable  indications, 
lead  me  to  conjecture,  that  she  is  capable 
of  much  selfishness  and  duplicity.'' 

"  Hopeless,  indeed,  in  that  case  is  your 
^vife's  application.  But  has  this  unfortu- 
nate parent  of  hers,  no  fiiend,  or  tried  and 
confidential  domestic  near  him,  through 
whose  interference  an  appeal  might  be  im- 
mediately made  to  himself  ?" 

"  His  oldest  friend,  my  dear  Miss  Cleve- 
hmd,  you  will  be  surprised  to  hear,  is  your 
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father.  Sir  Thomas  Forester,  though  now 
such  a  recluse,  and  fancying  himself  in  so 
precarious  and  desperate  a  state,  is  not 
many  years  the  senior  of  Mr.  Cleveland, 
and  was  his  cotemporray  both  at  school, 
and  at  the  university.  Some  time  ago, 
they  still  corresponded  ;  whether  the  in- 
creasing debility  of  Sir  Thomas  has  wholly 
occasioned  the  discontinuance  of  that  prac- 
tice, I  cannot  say  :  but  to  your  father,  I 
have  often  heard  my  wife  assert,  the  poor 
dejected  Baronet  is  more  w^armly  attached 
than  to  any  other  individual  still  holding 
an  intercourse  with  the  w^orld." 

"  Alas !  William,'*  exclaimed  the  morti- 
iied  Adela,  "  how^  grievous  is  it,  that  with 
all  my  earnest  solicitude  to  serve  you,  I 
should  yet  be  powerless  (where  my  father 
is  concerned)  to  make  myself  of  the  small- 
est use  to  you.  I  have  none  of  the  usual 
privileges  of  a  child,  who  has  never  wil- 
fully offended  !  I  do  not  live  under  the 
paternal  roof;  I  never  converse  with  my 
father,  and  only  once  since  I  came  to  Lon- 
don, have  I  even  by  accident  found  myself 
in  the  same  room  with  him ! — William — you 
think  your  ow^n  a  situation  of  peculiar  ad- 
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versity ;  and  such  assuredly  it  is,  as  far 
as  relates  to  the  injury  of  your  health  : 
hut  there  are  afflictions,  purely  mental, 
which  it  requires  nearly  as  much  fortitude 
to  hear  up  against,  as  any  which  have  as- 
sailed you-" 

"  I  never  was  one  of  those,"  cried  young 
Hampden,  ^"  who  could  derive  any  conso- 
lation from  knowing  how  many  others 
there  are  in  the  world  as  miserahle  as  my- 
self! You  have  therefore  held  out  to  me, 
my  dear  Adela,  the  most  unavailing  of  all 
possible  motives  of  resignation.  To  have 
heard  that  you  were  as  happy  as  you  de- 
serve, would  very  sincerely  have  rejoiced 
me — to  find  that  you  are  the  contrary,  can 
only  ad<l  to  my  discontent." 

Adela,  thanking  him  for  these  friendly 
sentiments,  then  enquired,  how  soon  he 
purposed,  as  had  been  agreed,  to  remove 
from  his  present  lodgings  to  the  house  of 
Lord  Ennerdale. 

*'  1  never  seriously,"  answered  he,  '^en- 
tertained such  a  design.  The  splendid 
town-i*csidence  of  a  nobleman  at  tins  ga^ 
season  of  the  year,  can  be  no  s\iitab]e 
abode,  in  onr  present  circumstances,  tiih..; 

VOL.  IV.  F 
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for  Annabel  or  myself.  1  hope,  without 
giving  Lord  Ennerdale  offence,  to  induce 
him  to  desist  from  the  proposal ;  since,  how- 
ever benevolently  meant,  it  is  irksome  to  us 
both  to  think  of." 

"  He  is  too  sincerely  your  friend,'*  cried 
Adela,  "  to  press  upon  you  any  scheme 
which  he  sees  you  reluctant  to  comply  with. 
Yet,  I  am  persuaded  he  will  be  greatly 
disappointed  at  your  failure,  and  I  must 
still  hope,  that  you  may  at  last  be  induced 
to  alter  your  determination.  The  change 
of  scene  and  of  society,  would  do  you 
good.'* 

The  appearance  of  Mrs.  Hampdeu,  who 
now  gently  opened  the  door,  and  asked, 
with  some  hesitation,  whether  she  might 
come  in,  put  an  end  to  the  conference  be- 
tween her  husband  and  Adela,  and  intro- 
duced more  lively  and  general  conversa- 
tion. 

The  rest  of  the  evening,  a  pleasanter 
one  than,  in  her  present  frame  of  mind, 
Adela  had  any  hope  of  passing,  fled  rapidly. 
Mrs.  Hampden,  with  a  simplicity  and  art- 
lessness  of  character,  perfectly  unaffected, 
and    extremely    engaging,    was    gay    and 
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original.  Her  education  had  by  no  means 
been  neglected ;  she  had  quick  parts — a 
playful  imagination,  and  a  natural  softness 
of  manners,  and  wish  of  obliging,  that 
rendered  her,  in  every  respect,  a  companion 
the  most  delightful.  In  beholding  the  un- 
obtrusive, but  boundless  affection  she  che- 
rished for  her  husband,  Adela  learnt  to 
make  allowance  for  the  rashness,  which 
had  appeared  to  her  almost  inexcusable,  of 
their  clandestine  union  ;  and  felt  glad  to 
encourage  in  herself  a  disposition  to  consider 
the  fondness  that  had  caused  it,  as  a  pal- 
liation of  its  imprudence. 

At  eleven  o'clock,  when  Mrs.  Somer- 
ville's  carriage  called  for  her,  she  took  a  re- 
luctant leave,  and  found  no  difficulty  in 
promising  to  spend  with  them  another  even- 
ing before  she  quitted  town. 

In  the  passage  leading  to  the  street  door, 
w^hich,  fortunately  for  her,  was  open,  and 
at  which  stood  one  of  Mr.  Somcrville's 
footmen,  she  found  stationed,  as  if  on  pur- 
pose to  see  her  pass,  the  presuming,  and, 
as  she  had  reason  to  believe,  vindictive 
Nonis.  He  bowed  as  she  glided  swiftly 
by,  and  would  have  spoken,  but  she  w^as 
F  2 
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in  the  carriage  ere  he  could  articulate  a 
single  sentence ;  and  avoiding  to  look  at 
him,  she  desired,  in  a  voice  of  haste  and 
trepidation,  to  be  driven  home  with  all 
possible  speed.  The  order  was  obeyed, 
and  she  saw  no  more  of  her  anogant  tor- 
mentor. 

Mrs.  Somerville,  on  hearing  Adela*s  ac- 
count of  her  visit,  and  of  the  obvious 
jamendment  of  young  Hampden,  said  she 
Would  call  upon  his  wife  the  next  morning, 
and  asked  her  husband  s  j)erraission  to  in- 
vite them,  in  both  their  names,  to  dinner. 
This  was  not  a  request  the  hospitable  So- 
merville was  likely  to  opj)ose5  and  Adela, 
when  her  sister  returned  from  Dorset  Street, 
had  the  pleasure  of  hearing,  that  the  Hamp- 
dens  had  consented  to  spend  with  them  the 
following  day. 
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CHAP.      V. 

RELENTING. 

During  the  time  this  little  negociation  was 
transacting,  Julius,  the  adventurous  Julius, 
was^  on  his  part,  engaged  in  an  enterprise, 
which  it  required  all  his  intrepidity,  and  all 
his  known  influence,  to  give  him  spirits 
even  to  deliberate  upon. 

Three  days  subsequent  to  his  last  inter- 
view with  Adela,  abruptly  entering  the. 
room  in  which  she  was  sitting  with  her  two 
sisters,  he  approached  her  with  a  look  of 
triumphant  joy  that  irradiated  his  whole 
countenance,  and  seizing  her  hands,  ex- 
claimed, almost  breathless — 

^^  My  good  and  dear  Adela — my  long- 
banished  sister,  I  am  sent  to  tell  you,  that 
henceforth,  my  father's  house  is  to  be  your 
home !" 

A  cry  of  mingled  gratitude,  astonish- 
ment, and  transport,  burst  from  her  heait, 
and  throwing  herself,  bathed  in  tears, 
into  her  brother  s  arms,  she  had  only  voice 
to  say — 

f3 
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*'  Oh^  Julius — dear,  dear  Julius  !  This, 
I  can  have  no  doubt^  is  your  generous 
deed  !" 

"  No  matter/'  cried  he,  *^  whose  deed  it 
is  !  The  fact  is  most  certain,  and  from 
the  bottom  of  my  heart,  I  give  you  and 
myself  joy!" 

Mrs.  Soraerville  and  Alicia  now  ap- 
proached, to  join  their  felicitations  to  his: 
and  Adela,  fluttered,  trembling,  yet  in  an 
ecstasy  of  delight,  embraced  them  both 
with  the  warmest  affection.  Then,  return- 
ing to  her  brother,  and  resting  her  hand 
\ipon  his  shoulder — 

"  My  kind  and  beloved  Julius,"  said  she, 
in  a  tone  of  entreaty,  "  will  you  give  me 
the  exquisite  satisfaction  of  hearing  how  all 
this  was  brought  about  ?" 

"  Well — sit  down,  and  I  will  tell  you  as 
much  of  the  matter  as  I  can  recollect. 
The  infamous  aspersions  thrown  upon  your 
birth  at  that  memorable  concert  you  attend- 
ed, sent  me  home,  after  hearing  you  detail 
them,  in  a  paroxysm  of  rage  that  kept  me 
waking  nearly  the  whole  night.  Fully  de- 
termined not  to  spare  my  father  the  amplest 
relation   of  these  respectable    rumours,    I 
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waited   for   nothing   with   &o  much    impa- 
tience as  an  opportunity  of  executing  my 
purpose.     We  breakfasted    t^te-a-tMe^   the 
next  morning,  and  I  availed    myself,  (too 
much  agitated  for  embarrassment  or  hesita- 
tion,) of  a  moment  that  seemed  so  favoura- 
ble for  the  disclosure.  I  represented  to  him, 
in  as  forcible  language  as  I  could  use,  the 
unmerited  disgrace  such  reports  were  cast- 
ing upon  you  ;  I  reminded  him  of  what  had 
fallen  from  his  own  lips  after  seeing  you  at 
Lady  Wilbrooke's — that  is,  of  his  surprise 
on  perceiving  your  strong  likeness   to  tlie 
whole  Cleveland  family ;  I  said,  my  heart 
assured  me,  that  you  were  unquestionably 
the  daughter  of  hoth  my  parents,  my  sister, 
in  the  truest  and  most  positive  sense  of  the 
word  ;  and  I  urgently,  and  even  vehemently 
supplicated  him,  to  let  you  appear  as  such 
to   the  world,  to  open    to    you   his    house, 
and  to  afibrd  you,  from  that  moment,  the 
protection  of  a  father." 

Adela,  who  was  seated  beside  him,  hold- 
ing one  of  his  hands,  now  pressed  it  with 
grateful  affection  to  her  heart ;  and  Julius, 
smiling  at  this  mute  acknowledgment,  thus 
concluded  his  narrative  : — 
F4 
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*'  I  could  obtain  no  decided  answer  to 
my  eager  remonstrance  that  day :  not  to 
have  incurred  a  formal  prohibition  of  the 
subject^  was,  however^  a  great  point  gained, 
and  1  used  the  tacit  privilege  of  reverting 
to  it,  on  all  and  every  promising  occasion. 
Important  objections  to  my  proposition, 
my  father  could  adduce  none  ; — trivial  ones 
1  did  away  by  the  irresistible  force  of  cease- 
less importunity.  The  balance  hung  in 
suspense  some  time — but  this  morning,  the 
scale  containing  his  unsubstantial  scruples 
kicked  the  beam  ;  he  pronounced  and  rati- 
fied his  solemn  consent,  and  I  exultingly 
§et  off  to  acquaint  you  with  my  success." 

"  And  such  honour  does  so  zealous  an 
act  of  brotherly  friendship  do  yon,"  cried 
Mrs.  Somerville,  "  that  it  might  redeem 
half  the  errors  of  the  longest  life  !'* 

"  I  perceive,"  said  Julius,  laughing,  "that 
yon  think,  a  few  such  good  deeds  to  set 
against  the  ample  store  of  faults  and  follies 
which  you  would  insinuate  I  stand  charged 
with,  might  not  be,  altogether,  mere  works 
of  supererogation  !** 

*'  I  think,"  resumed  she,  kindly,  "  that 
with  some  human   imperfections^   not   yet 
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sufficiently  disciplined  by   time,  you   have 
the  best  heart  that  ever  beat  in".. . 

'^  In  the  bosom  of  a  spoilt  and  only  son  !'* 
inteiTnj)ted  he,  "  Hey,  my  dear  Elinor,  was 
not  that  what  you  meant  ?  Well,  well,  it's 
all  very  true  ;  I  know  as  perfectly  as  yoa 
can  tell  me,  tbat  I  am  a  rash,  petulant,, 
headstrong  fellow;  but  I  have  no  time, 
just  now,  to  analyse  the  causes  of  these  de- 
fects ;  to  ascertain  whether  they  all  proceed 
from  the  scarcity  of  birch  twigs  in  my  nur- 
sery, or  from  the  superabundance  of  wild 
oats,  as  they  are  called,  in  my  unlucky  com- 
position. I  have  a  little  business  upon  my 
hands  a  few  miles  out  of  town,  and  must 
now  be  off ;  but  you  shall  see  me  again  soon, 
and  then  you  may  resume,  and  pursue  at 
your  leisure  the  chapter  of  ray  human  im-^ 
perfections^ 

"  And  so  saying,  he  was  hastening  away  ; 
but  Mrs.  Somerville  stopped  him  to  enquire 
whether  Adela  would  be  expected  to  remove 
to  Hertford  Street  before  she  and  Mr.  So- 
merville left  town  ? 

"  By  no  means.     All  she  has  to  do,  is  to 
hold  herself  in  readiness,  as  soon  as  you  de- 
Fd 
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part,  to  accompany  my  father  and  me  into 
Wiltshire,  or  wherever  else  we  may  set  up 
bur  summer  quarters.'* 

"  Is  there  any  probability  then,  that  the 
usual  journey  into  Wiltshire  will  be  omitted 
this  year  r" 

"  You  ask  too  many  questions  at  a  time, 
dear  Nell,"  answered  her  brother,  smiling 
mysteriously ;  —  "I  can  tell  you  nothing 
of  the  matter  till  w^e  meet  again. — So,  good 
morning ; — I  could  not  stay  another  instant 
to  save  any  of  your  lives  !" 

He  then  dashed  out  of  the  room,  spmng 
upon  the  horse  that  waited  for  him  in  the 
street,  and  galloped  out  of  sight  in  a  mo- 
ment. 

Mrs.  Somerville,  amidst  all  the  joy  which 
this  sudden  turn  in  the  affairs  of  Adela 
gave  her,  could  not  suppress  a  sigh  as  she 
reflected  upon  the  accumulation  of  difficul- 
ties it  would  bring  upon  Lord  Ennerdule. 

If,  as  he  had  stated,  Adela  was  so  scru- 
pulous in  obedience  to  the  mandates  of  a 
father  who  had  denied  her  all  countenance, 
how  would  she  now,  that  her  gratitude 
would  be  awakened  by  the  obligations  he 
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was  conferring,  increase  in  solicitude  to  com- 
ply with  every  wish  he  could  form  ? — Even 
the  Earl's  hope  of  inducing  her  to  corre- 
spond with  him,  might  be  frustrated  by 
what  was  passing; — and  in  that  case,  what 
means  would  he  possess  of  counteracting 
such  obstacles  as  a  lengthened  absence, 
an  enforced  silence,  and  a  too  timid  con- 
science ? 

All  these  apprehensions  Mrs.  Somerville 
communicated  to  Lord  Ennerdale  in  wn- 
ting,  and  supplicated  to  know,  in  what  man- 
ner she  could  henceforth  serve  his  cause  ? 

He  answered  her  by  an  earnest  request 
that  she  would,  the  next  day,  indulge  him 
with  an  interview  at  Lady  Isabella  An- 
nesley's. 

Their  meeting  was  melancholy,  tliough 
most  friendly.  Lord  Ennerdale  expressed 
the  acutest  anxiety  as  to  the  result  of  the 
new  measures  on  which  Mr.  Cleveland  had 
decided.  He  spoke  of  the  interference  of 
Julius  with  involuntary  distrust  of  the  mo- 
tives by  which  it  was  dictated ;  yet,  upon 
the  whole,  seemed  generously  pleased  at  the 
proofs  of  kindness,  however  long  delayed, 
F  6 
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which  Adela  was  about  to  experience  from 
the  heads  of  her  family.  FIc  persevered  in 
his  avowed  intention  of  seeking  gradually  to 
win  her  consent  to  a  private  union  ;  but 
told  Mrs.  Somerville,  that  he  should  sys- 
tematically abstain  from  writing,  till  the 
first  fervour  of  her  sister's  delight  at  the  re- 
lenting disposition  shewn  by  Mr.  Cleveland 
had  subsided.  He  begged  that  when  he  did 
hazard  a  letter,  it  might,  for  greater  security 
from  interception,  go  inclosed  in  one  from 
herself,  or,  at  least,  be  directed  in  her  hand; 
— and,  in  conclusion,  he  supplicated  that 
she  would  allow  a  copy  to  be  taken  of  a  pic- 
ture of  Adela  which  Mrs.  Sonierville  had 
lately  induced  her  to  sit  for. 

She  told  him  that  it  was  now  undergoing 
some  alteration,  but  willingly  promised  to 
call  upon  the  artist,  and  give  the  order  he 
required,  without  delay. 

They  then  parted,  equally  perplexed  as 
to  the  future,  though  mutually  pleased  at 
having  met. 

When  Julius  next  appeared  in  Cumber- 
land Place,  he  announced,  with  greater  sa- 
tisfaction than  the  circumstance  seemed  to 
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demand,  the  success  of  his  endeavonvs  to 
alter  his  fathers  purpose  respecting  the 
journey  into  Wiltshire  : — 

'*  I  have  prevailed  on  him,"  cried  lie^ 
"  to  let  me  engage,  for  the  next  two  or 
three  months,  a  sniall  villa  on  the  hanks  of 
the  Thames,  not  far  from  Richmond.  We 
shall  take  possession  of  it  early  in  the  course 
of  next  week  ;  and  thither,"  added  he,  nih- 
hing  his  hands  with  infinite  glee,  "  thither, 
Adela,  yon  must  be  pre])iued  to  follow  or 
accompany  us.*' 

To  Adela,  provided  she  w^as  under  the 
same  roof  with  her  father^  all  places  were 
alike,  and  the  only  answer  she  made  to  this 
information^was,  that  Richmond,  being,  as 
she  had  always  heard,  the  most  beautiful 
village  near  London,  she  should  be  delighted 
to  visit  it. 

Mrs.  Somerville  and  Alicia  were  more 
awake  to  conjecture  and  surprise.  They 
asked  their  brother  a  multitude  of  questions 
touching  his  sudden  prepossession  in  favour 
of  a  spot  which  they  had  never  heard  him 
speak  of  before  with  the  smallest  partiality; 
tried  to  discover  whom  he  knew  there,  and 
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what  could  be  the  powerful  object  of  attrac- 
tiou  that  induced  him  to  prefer  it,  (since 
his  father  was  willing  to  give  up  the  cus- 
tomary plan  of  going  to  his  family  seat)  to 
any  of  the  water-drinking,  or  sea-bathing 
places. 

He  baffled  all  their  enquiries  ;  laughed 
at  their  perplexity  ;  seemed  in  high  spirits, 
and  after  a  longer  visit  than  usual,  hearing 
Mrs.  Somerville  say,  that  she  was  going  to 
a  painter's  to  fetch  home  Adela's  picture, 
disconcerted  her  a  good  deal  by  proposing 
to  be  of  the  party.  She  had  no  excuse 
ready,  however,  for  declining  his  attendance, 
and  therefore,  with  the  best  grace  she  could, 
accepted  it.  Adela,  who,  whilst  sitting  for 
this  portrait,  had  been  completely  wearied 
of  the  painter's  house,  and  all  that  it  pre- 
sented to  her  eyes,  would  gladly  have  ex- 
cused herself  from  again  re-entering  it ;  but 
when  the  carriage  was  announced,  Julius 
seized  her  arm,  and  insisted  upon  her  going 
with  them. 

The  sole  apparent  object  of  Mrs.  Somer- 
ville's  visit  (the  restitution  of  the  picture) 
being  effected,  she  would  have  felt  some- 
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what  embarrassed  for  a  motive  to  protract 
her  departure,  had  not  Julius  furnished  a 
very  sufficient  one  by  the  eagerness  with 
which  he  requested  to  see  every  portrait  iu 
a  state  of  any  forwardness  whicli  the  artist 
then  had  in  hand.  Whilst  he  and  Adela 
were  looking  them  over,  Mrs.  Somerville 
availed  herself  of  the  opportunity  to  give 
directions,  in  another  part  of  the  room, 
about  the  copy  she  wished  to  have  imme- 
diately begun. 

During  this  interval,  Adela  made  the  dis- 
covery, amongst  the  miniatures  which  her 
brother  was  most  solicitously  examining,  of 
one,  representing  the  capricious  beauty,  as 
she  had  always  called  her,  whom,  at  the  be- 
ginning of  her  residence  in  London,  she  had 
seen  at  the  milliner's. 

"  Ah,  here,  at  length,  is  a  face  I  know  !" 
cried  she,  regarding  it  with  much  plea- 
sure— 

"  Do  you,  indeed  ?"  said  Julius,  with 
quickness. 

"  Yes,  but  not  even  the  name  of  her  to 
whom  it  belongs,"  answered  she,  struck  by 
the  hurried  accent  in  which  he  had  spoken. 
— "  1  saw  her  once  or  twice  when  I  first  ar- 
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rived  in  town,  and  she  is  so  beautiful,  that 
I  never  have  forgotten  her." 

"  You  really  think  her,  then,  very  beau- 
tiful ?" 

"Why,  dont}/ouF' 

This  question  was  asked  Avith  an  air  of 
innocent  surprise  whicli  appeared  to  Julius 
so  irresistibly  ludicrous,  that  he  laughed  im- 
moderately ;  but  not  choosing  to  inform 
her  why,  and  seeing  Mrs.  Somerviile  ready 
to  depart,  he  drew  her  arm  within  his  own, 
and  accompanied  the  two  sisters  back  to 
the  carriage. 


Not  unmindful  of  her  promised  inter- 
ference in  the  concerns  of  William  Hamp- 
den, Adela  now  determined  to  write  into 
Devonshire  those  details  which  she  no 
longer  had  any  prospect  of  communicating 
verbally. 

She  made  known  to  William  the  revolu- 
tion in  her  own  affairs,  and  the  step  which 
she  had  taken  in  consequence,  the  day  he 
dined  at  her  sister's  ;  and  then  enquired 
whether  his    wife   had   yet   received   from 
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Mrs.  Forester  any  answer  to  her  second 
letter. 

"  Yes/'  he  replied,  with  an  air  of  cha- 
g^rin  and  bitterness,  "  exactly  such  an  an* 
swer  as  we  had  rea^^on  to  expect  1" 

He  then  shewed  her  a  letter,  written  in 
the  most  elegant  hand,  filled  with  the  warm- 
est expressions  of  friendship,  aboanding  in 
professions  of  the  most  teiider  concern  ; 
hat  announcing  a  total  failure  in  its  writer's 
endeavours  to  mollify  the  resentment  of  Sir 
Thomas,  and  bewailing  in  pathetic  strains^ 
the  arbitrary  and  afflicting  prohibition  she 
had  received,  ever  to  renew  the  subject. 

There  ran  through  this  laboured  epistle 
a  tone  of  exaggerated  sentiment,  of  cant 
and  hypocrisy,  that  very  much  disposed 
Adela  at  once  to  hate  and  to  des])lse  its  dis- 
sembling writer.  She  gave  it  back  to  Hamp- 
den, however,  without  permitting  herself 
to  add  to  his  irritation  by  an  unqualified 
avowal  of  the  ill  opinion  it  had  excited ; 
but  rather  sought  to  revive  his  better  hopes, 
by  an  assurance  that,  when  once  established 
at  her  father's,  she  would  leave  no  effort  un- 
attempted    to    secure    the    active    exertion 
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6f  that  influence  which,  William-  had  told 
her,  he  possessed  over  the  secluded  Baronet. 
In  the  course  of  this  day's  visit,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.   Somerville  discovered  in  the  deport- 
ment,   manners_,    and    conversation    of    the 
newly-married   pair,  so  much   to    approve, 
that  they  found  themselves  irresistibly  drawn 
to   take    a   lively  interest   in   their   affairs. 
Adela  had  the  pleasure  also,  in  the  even- 
ing, of  seeing  them  introduced  to,  and  most 
courteously  received  by,  Lady  Isabella,  Mr. 
Annesley,    and    General    Cleveland.      To 
this  last,  she  was  particularly  desirous  that 
William  should  recommend  himself,  as  his 
being  in  the  same  profession  might,  in  some 
way  or  other,  she  thought,  render  such  an 
acquaintance    peculiarly    advantageous    to 
him. 
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CHAP.   VI. 

REMOVAL. 

The  moment  was  now  arrived  when  Adela 
and  her  loved  sister  were  compelled  to  part. 
Tender  and  mutual  was  the  sorrow  that  ac- 
companied their  tearful  adieus  :  Mr.  Somer- 
ville  feelingly  participated  in  their  regret, 
and  the  children  hung  round  their  youthful 
aunt,  reproaching  her,  with  almost  angry 
earnestness,  for  having  given  them  false 
bopes  that  she  meant  to  spend  the  summer 
with  them  at  Rosedown  Court. 

Lady  Harriet  Mordington,  newly  en- 
trusted to  the  care  of  a  highly -recom- 
mended governess,  had  been  sent  to  the 
house  of  her  father  the  preceding  day.  Mrs. 
Erington  likewise,  was  already  gone  from 
Cumberland  Place,  and  that  very  morning, 
had  set  out  on  a  visit  into  Hampshire,  pre- 
vious to  returning  to  her  widowed  home  in 
Wales.  Some  intimation  had  been  given 
her,  that  her  company  would,  for  a  few 
weeks,    be    acceptable   to  her   father ;    but 
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these  she  had  affected  not  to  understand  : 
privately  confessing  to  Mrs.  Somerville^ 
that  being  thoroughly  acquainted  with  his 
temper^  and,  at  the  same  time,  knowing 
something  of  her  own,  she  was  well  aware, 
that  she  could  not  commit  a  greater  act  of 
imprudence  than  to  become  his  permanent 
guest : 

"  I  have  been  emancipated  too  long,'* 
added  she,  '■  to  return  \villingly  to  the 
yoke.  Adela  has  more  pliability,  and  may 
do  better.  Besides,  the  bondage  will  be 
new  to  her-^ — and  novelty,  whilst  it  lasts^ 
renders  every  thing  endurable.  Let  me  see 
how  she  will  like  her  chains  half  a  year 
hence !" 

*^  Do  you  not  know,  my  dear  Alicia," 
said  Mrs*  Somerville,  smiling,  "  that  there 
is  a  method  of  wearing  chains,  which 
lightens  their  pressure,  which  pads  them 
ivith  cotton^  nay,  which  makes  them  hang 
so  loose  as  scarcely  to  be  felt  ?  I  do  in  my 
conscience  believe,  that  no  one  is  more  per- 
fectly acquainted  with  this  method  than 
our  sweetly-tempered  Adela.  She  never 
suffers  her  imagination  to  give  weight  to 
trifles ;  and  that  being  the  case,  her  spirits 


TRAITS    OF   NATURE.  1  l7 

are  seldom  chafed- — for  of  what  but  trifles 
are  all  the  common  provocations  of  life 
made  up  r" 

^^  Of  what  hut  grains  of  dust/'  resumed 
Alicia,  with  quickness,  '^  is  the  whole 
earth  made  up  ?  Yet,  collected  together, 
do  they  not  compose  a  huge  and  most  sub- 
stantial mass  ?  So  it  is  with  trivial  grie- 
vances, often  reiterated  ;  they,  at  length, 
constitute  a  torment  quite  colossal,  which 
crushes,  or  casts  into  deep  shade,  every 
little  blossom  of  haj)piuess." 

"  This  picture  is  palpably  overcharged  — 
Yet,  at  the  present  moment,  I  implore  you 
not  to  depress  Adela  by  holding  it  up  to 
her  contemplation." 

"  No,  no,"  cried  Mrs.  Erington,  laugh- 
ing, "  I  have  too  much  generosity  to  aim 
at  instilling  apprehension  into  her  mind,  as 
successfully  as  I  have  wrought  conviction 
in  yoiirs,^^ 

Julius  had  promised,  that  the  morning 
Mrs.  Somerville  went,  he  would  call  for 
Adela  at  two  o'clock,  and  drive  her  down 
in  his  curricle  to  the  Richmond  Villa:  hut 
to  avoid  travelling  in  the  heat  of  the  day, 
the  Somervilles  were  forced  to  sej)arate  from 


118  TRAITS    OF    N ATI' RE. 

her,  and  commence  their  long  journey,  at 
eight. 

The  last  words  (uttered  with  significant 
emphasis)  which  the  affectionate  Elinor 
addressed  to  her  sister,  as  she  quitted  the 
house,  were — 

"  Be  stedfast— and  be  faithful !" 
-  Mr.  Somerville  echoed  them.  Adela, 
smiling  through  her  tears,  seemed  to  pro- 
mise the  strictest  observance  of  their  im- 
port, and  two  minutes  afterwards,  the 
coach  drove  from  the  door. 

Few  things  are  more  melancholy  than  the 
sensations  experienced  on  turning  from  a 
group  of  departing  friends  to  re-enter  a  large 
deserted  dwelling,  suddenly  consigned  to 
total  and  dreary  silence!  The  contrast 
between  what  it  now  appears,  and  the  bustle 
of  the  preceding  moment — the  cheerful- 
ness of,  perhaps,  many  preceding  months, 
strikes  a  sadness  to  the  heart  almost  as 
oppressive  as  a  real  calamity. 

Two  hoary-headed  domestics,  a  man  and 
his  wife,  who  had  outlived  every  other  spe- 
cies of  service,  were  alone  remaining  in 
the  forlorn  mansion  as  its  guardians  till  the 
ensuing    London    season.      The    principal 
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rooms,  of  which  every  centre  was  occu- 
pied by  piles  of  chairs,  sofas,  and  tables, 
were  divested  of  their  carpets  and  curtains, 
and  at  once  sounded  hollow,  and  looked 
the  image  of  discomfort.  Every  book  was 
packed  up  ;  the  pictures  were  all  covered 
with  paper;  and  the  piano-forte  was  put 
into  a  case,  ready  to  be  conveyed  away. 
Even  Adela's  own  chamber  was  a  scene  of 
nearly  similar  confusion.  It  was  strewed 
over  with  fragments  of  packing  materials, 
and  the  refuse  of  her  London  wardrobe, 
exhibiting  a  heterogeneous  mixture  of  old 
flowers,  broken  fans,  ends  of  cord,  cast-ofF 
gloves,  and  bits  of  matting.  Amy,  charged 
with  her  lady's  trunks,  had  just  departed 
for  the  early  Richmond  stage. 

How  to  Ell  up  the  long  interval  till  two 
o'clock,  it  was  no  easy  matter  to  decide. 
She  could  not  walk  out,  for  the  aged  de- 
fender of  the  premises  was  too  busily  en- 
gaged in  cording  hampers,  and  nailing 
cases,  to  attend  her.  She  retained  no 
means  of  occupation  nor  any  source  of 
amusement.  Thus  circumstanced,  she  was 
reduced,  for  the  first  time  in  her  life,  to 
wish  for  that,  now  improbable  relief— an 
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idle  visitor ;  or  for  the  faculty,  still  less  at- 
tainable^ of  sleeping  away  the  next  four  or 
five  hours  on  her  unmade  bed. 

Some  old  books  of  the  opera,  a  few  con 
cert-bills,  and  half  a  dozen  notes  from  dif- 
ferent persons,  enquiring  after  Mrs.  So- 
merville  during  her  confinement,  afforded 
a  slender  reprieve  to  her  ennui,  and  were 
read  over  with  an  attention  they  had  pro- 
bably been  far  from  exciting  at  the  time 
when  they  first  came  into  their  possessor's 
hands.  But  these  feeble  barriers  against 
total  listlessness,  insipid  as  they  proved, 
were  sooner  exhausted  than  replaced  ;  and 
on  their  entire  failure.  Adela  was  diiven  to 
the  desperate  expedient  of  going  down  to 
see  old  Joseph  complete  his  packages,  and 
to  offer  her  services  in  writing  cards  of  di- 
rection. The  sight  of  two  sturdy  porters, 
however,  (the  able  and  active  assistants  of 
Joseph's  .  weak,  though  willing  efforts) 
drove  her  away  from  the  lower  part  of  the 
house  in  a  moment :  Bridget,  Joseph's  wife, 
caught  a  glimpse  of  her  as  she  flew^  back  to 
the  stairs,  and  civilly  hastened  forward  to 
enquire  what  were  her  commands  ? 

^'  I   have  none.  Bridget,  I    thank  you," 
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answered  Adela,  "but  merely  came  to 
know  whetlier  your  liusband  wanted  any 
directions  written.  If  you  can  lend  me  a 
book,  however,  or  s\i])p]y  me  with  any  sort 
of  needle-work,  my  purpose  would  be  an- 
f-wercd  still  better.'* 

Books,  old  Bridget  was  not  rich  in  ;  bnt 
with  many  excuses  for  letting  her  take  so 
much  trouble,  she  brought  to  Adela,  in  the 
parlour  where  she  and  the  Somervilles  had 
breakfasted,  the  border  of  a  cap  to  hcm^ 
and  charitably  furnished  her  with  a  brass 
thimble,  some  entangled  thread,  and  a 
cjooked  needle. 

With  these  implements,  which  were 
thankfully  accepted,  Adela  began  her  self- 
allotted  task ;  she  finished  the  cap-border, 
and  then  applied  for  all  its  component 
paits,  and  com])leted  the  whole  operation,  ' 
(Jld  Bridget  knew  not  how  to  express  suffi- 
cient admiration  of  such  expeditious  pro- 
ceedings, or  sufficient  gratitude  for  Miss 
Clevehuurs  condescension. 

Meanwhile,  two  o'clock  struck,  and  no 
Julias  appeared.  Adela,  then  was  forced 
to  entreat  that  Bridget  would  supply  her 
with  fresh  employment.     The  good  woman, 

VOL.  IV.  G 
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almost  at  a  loss  what  to  produce,  at  length 
dragged  forth  from  a  box  in  the  garret,  a 
coarse  half-finished  shirt  of  her  husband's, 
which  the  fair  sempstress  as  industriously 
toiled  at,  as  if  she  had  been  labouring  for 
a  precarious  subsistence.  Whilst  her  hands 
were  thus  employed,  her  mind  kept  pace 
with  their  activity ;  she  anticipated  her  ap- 
proaching meeting  with  her  father;  she 
thought  of  Lord  Ennerdale,  she  revolved 
the  events  of  the  last  three  months,  she 
meditated  upon  the  gradual  progress  of  their 
attachment,  and  vainly,  yet  most  fervently, 
wished  for  penetration  to  foresee  what  would 
ultimately  be  its  fate. 

"Whilst  these  reflections  engaged  her, 
four  o'clock  arrived,  and  Julius,  soon  after, 
stopped  at  the  door. 

He  made  some  excuses  for  being  so  late, 
and  as  they  swiftly  drove  off,  asked  her 
how  she  had  contrived  to  fill  up  her  time 
the  whole  morning  ? 

"  I  amused  myself,"  answered  she,  smi- 
ling, '^  in  ruminating  upon  your  faults  ! 
Don't  you  know,  that  this  is  invariably  the 
fate  of  every  person  who  keeps  another 
waiting  r" 
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"  Oh,  then  you  were  in  no  want  of  re- 
creation, I  can  answer  for  it !  And  I 
give  you  joy,  that  you  hit  upon  so  fruitful 
a  theme." 

He  then,  to  her  enquiries  respecting  the 
disposition  towards  her  which  her  father 
jiow  appeared  to  entertain,  answered,  that 
she  must  be  neither  hurt  nor  surprised  if 
she  found  herself  denied  an  interview  till 
the  moment  of  sitting  down  to  table.  It 
was  his  father  s  determination,  he  said,  to 
avoid  any  privacy  at  their  first  meeting  ; 
and  he  had,  consequently,  invited  several 
people  to  dinner,  with  whom  his  acquaint- 
ance was  but  of  recent  date,  and  who  knew 
nothing  of  his  domestic  history. 

"  You  are  to  be  introduced  to  them," 
continued  he,  "  as  the  daughter  of  their 
entertainer,  without  any  reference  to  your 
new  installment  in  the  house :  and  I  ear- 
nestly recommend  to  you,  to  suppress  all 
indications  of  emotion,  and  to  subdue,  as 
much  as  possible,  all  appearance  of  confu- 
sion. You  will  take  your  place,  as  a  thing 
of  course,  at  the  head  of  the  table ;  you 
will  talk  with,  and  shew  attention  to  your 
neighbours  ;  and  the  more  calmly  and  col- 
G  2 
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lectedly  you  can  do  so,  the  hiore  credit  yoa 
tvill  gain  in  my  father's  eyes.  This  mode 
of  reception,  perhaps  you  thiuk,  will  not 
be  very  tender  or  paternal !  My  dear  Adela^ 
put  tenderness  and  fine  feelings,  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion,  out  of  your  thoughts  !  They 
are  not  dealt  in  at  our  house  ;  and  after  all, 
as  my  father  has  nothing  to  forgive,  or  to 
found  a  pathetic  scene  tij)on,  there  appears 
the  less  necessity  for  an  unwitnessed  inter- 
view^" 

Adela  knew  not  whether  to  rejoice  or 
grieve  at  this  account  of  Mr.  Cleveland's 
plan.  She  thought  it  cold,  distant,  and 
forbidding ;  yet,  ignorant  what  condtict 
would  have  been  expected  from  her,  and 
most  approved,  had  a  private  introduction 
taken  place,  she  endeavoured  to  become 
reconciled  to  the  chilling  determination 
now  adopted. 

The  light  vehicle  and  rapid  coursers  of 
her  brother,  conveyed  her  to  her  journey's 
end  in  time  abundantly  sufficient  to  di-ess 
for  dinner.  Amy  stood  at  the  hall  door  in 
readiness  to  welcome  and  conduct  her  to 
her  appointed  room  ;  and  Julius  promised, 
when    he  went   down    froin    his  own,    to 
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knock  at  her  dooi  that  they  might  desceml 
together. 

The  house,  though  not  large,  was  well 
distribnted,  and  perfectly  commodious. 
Its  situation,  on  the  verdant  banks  of  the 
Thames,  was  beautiful ;  and  it  was  fitted 
up  with  all  the  luxury  and  taste  of  a  fairy 
palace.  Adela*s  apartment,  one  of  the 
best  it  afforded,  was  cheerful  and  elegant ; 
it  faced  the  river,  from  which  it  was  only 
divided  by  a  sloping  lawn,  dotted  with 
shrubs  and  trees. 

"  Ah,  dear  young  Missy,"  cried  the  vo- 
luble and  faithful  Amy,  "  this  be  some- 
thing like  a  home  ! — Me  so  happy !  You 
be  now  where  you  should  be,  with  good 
papa  to  love,  and  make  you  great  lady, — 
and  kind  brother  to  drive  you  about,  and 
make  you  merry, — and  servants  all  round, 
to  do  what  you  bid,  and  to  call  you  their 
own  mistress!  Ah,  tbis  be  the  brightest 
day  poor  Amy  ever  see  !'* 

Adela,  whose  heart  was  full,  and  whose 
spirits  were  agitated,  threw  her  arms  round 
this  fond  and  worthy  creature's  neck,  and 
with  sensations  less  partaking  of  joy,  thaa 
©f  mingled  gratitude  and  apprehension, 
g3 
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sobbed  iipon  her  bosom.  Amy's  tears 
flowed  fast  from  sympathy ;  but  smiles  &&- 
companied  them,  and  even  whilst  she  wept 
she  persevered  in  ejaculating— - 

"  Me  never  so  happy  in  my  whole  life 
before  !" 

When  Julius  gave  the  signal  agreed  upon 
at  her  door,  and  his  sister  joined  him,  he 
attentively  surveyed  her  countenance,  and 
shaking  his  head,  cried  :-^ 

"  My  poor  dear  Adela,  yon  do  not  look 
your  best,  and  I  am  heartily  sorry  for  it! 
What  have  you  been  about,  to  occasion 
those  red  eyes,  and  pale  cheeks  ?  Did  you 
think  it  necessary  to  prepare  yourself  to  sit 
for  the  picture  of  a  Magdalen  ?  I  assure 
you  that  Floras  and  Hebes  are  much  more 
to  my  father's  taste.  He  is  a  great  judge 
of  female  beauty,  but  he  likes  it  to  be 
blooming  and  sparkling,  and  it  would  have 
been  of  infinite  advantage  to  you  to  have 
shone  upon  him  with  all  your  brightest 
lustre. — Come,  cheer  up,  my  '  pensive  nun,' 
and  let  him  have  the  gratification  of  seeing 
you  admired,  and  of  learning  to  think  you 
worth  being  proud  of. — Your  outside,  you 
know,  is  all  that  you  can  yet  expect  hini 
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to  attach  any  value  to — he  must  have  time 
allowed  him  to**get  acquainted  with  the 
good  little  heart  within." 

This  exhortation  forced  from  her  a  smile, 
and  Julius  seizing  the  happy  moment, 
quickened  his  steps^  and,  arm  in  arm  with 
her,  entered  the  drawing-room  ere  its  traces 
had  quite  dispersed. 

A  groupe  of  gentlemen,  among  whom 
stood  her  father,  were  conversing  near  a 
window ;  and  upon  a  sofa,  at  some  dis- 
tance, sat  two  ladies. 

Julius,  now,  intentionally  raising  his 
voice,  though  only  to  remand  his  friend 
Wasp  into  the  hall,  Mr.  Cleveland  turned 
his  head,  and  on  perceiving  by  whom  his 
son  was  accompanied,  stepped  calmly  for- 
ward, saying  to  Adela — 

"  I  believe  you  have  not  the  honour  of 
knowing  Mrs.  and  Miss  Rivers : — let  me 
introduce  you.*' 

Julius  relinquished  her  arm,  and  she 
then  found  tbat  she  was  expected  to  follow 
her  father  towards  the  two  ladies  who  oc- 
cupied the  sofa. 

They   rose    as   she   advanced,   and   Mr. 
Cleveland,  after  uttering  a  brief  form  of  pre- 
G  4 
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sentation,  left  her  to  find  for  herself  a  seat 
near  them,  and^  as  it  likewise  appeared,  to 
find  subjects  of  conversation.  But  sliak- 
ing  and  discomposed  as  she  was,  thongh 
to  outward  appearance,  tranquil,  it  was  no 
enviable  or  easy  task  to  provide  small-talk 
for  two  entire  strangers,  the  yonngest  of 
whom  looked  reserved,  the  eldest  of  whom 
was  obviously  more  solicitous  for  the  ap- 
proach of  Julius,  or  some  of  the  men  near 
the  window,  than  desirous  to  profit  by  the 
civilities  of  her  handsome  hostess. 

To  this  deeply-rouged  and  formidable 
lady,  Adela  had  scarcely  courage  to  address 
herself:  but  preferring  the  chance  of  a 
c^uiet  repulse  from  the  daughter,  she  said 
something  about  the  beauty  of  the  place, 
and  of  the  Thames,  and  asked  her  if  she 
was  fond  of  sailing  ? 

Mis8  Rivers  replied  to  this  easy  and  sim- 
ple overture  with  so  much  gentleness  and 
good-breeding,  that  Adela,  pleased  at  her 
success,  returned  to  the  charge  ;  started 
fresh  topics,  and  very  soon  found  means  to 
engage  her  new  acquaintance^  in  a  cheerful 
and  unconstrained  dialogue. 

Just  before  dinner  was  announced,  Tal- 
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bot  Cleveland  made  his  appearance,  and, 
as  Adela  shortly  discovered,  came  an  ex- 
pected guest.  He  was  delighted  to  see 
her,  hut  on  his  guard  against  betray- 
ing how  particularly  delighted  to  see  her 
there, 

Mrs.  Rivers  revived. at  his  approach,  and 
made  room  for  him  on  the  sofa  between  her 
daughter  and  herself.  She  had  listened 
with  cold  disregard  to  the  previous  conver- 
sation of  her  youthful  companions  ;  but  was- 
now  profuse  in  volubility  and  smiles^,  as  if 
anxious  to  'make  up  for  the  time  she  had 
lost  in  unwillingly  listening  to  the  chit-chat 
of  two  insipid  girls. 

.  The  name  of  Rivers,  it  had  struck  Adela, 
the  moment  she  heard  it,  was  not  new  to 
her;  and  now,  on  beholding  the  mother's 
undisguised  eagerness  to  engross  the  notice, 
either  for  herself  or  her  daughter,  of  any, 
or  every  beau  she  could  enlist  into  her  ser* 
vice,  the  conversation  that  had  once  passed 
at  Mr.  Annesley's  concerning  this  lady, 
recurred  forcibly  to  her  remembrance,  and 
she  felt  assured  that  she  saw  its  object  be- 
fore heir, 

G  5 
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^'  But  the  daughter,"  thouglrt  Adela, 
*^  Lord  Ennerdale  said  was  amiable,  and  he 
pitied  her  for  having  so  obtrusive  and  un- 
pleasant a  mother !" 

To  this  daughter  then,  modest  in  de- 
meanour, and  prepossessing  in  countenance, 
she  turned  with  renewed  alacrity,  and  the 
discourse  which  Talbot's  entrance  had  sus- 
pended, was  resumed. 

During  dinner,  the  first  at  which  Adela 
had  ever  presided  as  lady  of  the  house,  the 
consciousness  that  whatever  she  said  or  did 
was  scrutinizingly  observed  by'"her  father, 
restrained  the  ease  of  her  manners,  and 
gave  them  a  sort  of  trepidation,  which  she 
found  it  impossible  entirely  to  shake  off. 
Yet,  upon  the  whole,  she  had  reason  to  flat-r 
ter  herself  that  Mr.  Cleveland  was  tolerably 
well  pleased  with  her,  since,  towards  the  end 
of  the  repast,  he  invited  her  to  drink  a  glass 
of  wine  with  him  ;  and  when  the  dessert  was 
set  on,  selected  from  one  of  the  dishes  placed 
near  him  some  remarkably  fine  fruit,  and 
sent  it  up  to  her,  saying, 
'  *^At  my  recommendation,  Adela,  taste 
those    strawberries ;    they   are    better    ila- 
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voured  than  any  I  have  met  with  the  whole 
season." 

From  snch  a  hand,  Adela  wonld  have 
thought  them  well  flavoured  had  they  par- 
taken of  all  the  crudeness  of  the  wildest 
crah-apple  !  She  received  them  with  a  glow 
of  pleasure,  and  a  bow  of  soft  acknowledg- 
ment, vvliich,  though  silent,  spoke  volumes. 
Her  brother's  expressive  eyes  sparkled,  and 
were  full  of  generous  congratulation  ;  and 
Talbot  seemed  half  ready  to  start  from  his 
seat,  and  give  his  uncle's  hand  a  cordial 
shake. 

Mrs.  Rivers,  her  daughter  had  told  Adela, 
was  only  in  that  neighbourhood  for  a  part 
of  the  summer,  being  on  a  visit  to  her  bro- 
ther, who  was  one  of  the  company  present. 

The  other  gentlemen  who  made  up  the 
party,  with  the  exception  of  Talbot  and 
Julius,  were  none  of  them  much  younger 
than  tbeir  grave  host,  and  all  had  residences 
in  some  one  of  the  neighbouring  villages 
which  so  beautifully  skirt  the  Thames.  The 
personage  of  chief  importance  at  table,  w&s 
a  sociable  and  lively  old  peer,  who  was 
placed  next  to  Adela,  and  wbilst  he  chatted 
to  her  with  the  good-humour  of  a  father, 
c6 


132  TRAITS    OF   NATURE. 

shewed  an  evident  admiration  of  her,  ex- 
tremely gratifying  to  Mr.  Cleveland's  va- 
nity. 

Never  had  Adela  so  much  wislied  to 
please,  for  never  had  she  hefore  felt  sensible 
how  much  depended  on  the  sentiments  of 
partiality  oj  criticism  which  she  might 
awaken.  The  conchision  of  the  meal  found 
her  divested  of  all  painful  dididence,  serene, 
and  nearly  cheerful.  Her  pleasant  neigh- 
bour, proud  of  his  success,  relaxed  not  in 
his  eiForts  to  entertain  her;  and,  whilst  she 
listened  to  him  with  the  readiest  ])oliteness, 
she  was  anxious  not  to  be  deficient  in  atten- 
tion to  any  one  else. 

"This  must  do  r  thought  Julius,  as  he 
delightedly  observed  her.  "  My  father  can- 
not but  be  struck  by  the  perfect  elegance, 
the  unaffected  propriety  of  such  manners  I 
She  is  the  sweetest  girl,  almost,  in  the  whole 
world  r 

In  whose  favour  this  saving  clause,  this 
significant  almost^  was  mentally  pronounced, 
may  hereafter,  perhaps,  be  explained. 

When  the  ladies  rose  from  table,  Mr. 
Cleveland  saitl — 

*•  As  the   evening  is  so  fine,  perhaps, 
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Adela,  Mrs.  and  Miss  Rivers  may  like  a  little 
excursion  in  your  brother's  boat.  You  will, 
in  that  case,  give  the  necessary  orders  ;  the 
servants  who  row  it  can  be  ready  in  a  mo- 
ment." 

Adela  was  most  thankful  for  this  hint, 
which  relieved  her  so  happily  from  the  un- 
assisted fatigue  of  finding  amusement  foi 
one,  who,  by  any  of  her  own  sex,  did  not 
appear  as  if  she  would  deign  to  accept  amuse- 
ment. This  unconciliating  hidy  agreed  to 
the  boat -scheme  w4th  passive  and  frigid 
composure  ;  her  daughter  anticipated  it 
with  evident  pleasure  ;  and  during  nearly 
two  hours,  it  afforded  to  Adela  all  the  satis- 
faction which  she  was  capable  of  experi- 
encing in  the  society  of  Mrs.  Rivers. 


CHAP.   VIL 

COMPLIMENTS. 


When  the  female  trio  returned  to  the  house, 
and  tea  was  brought  in,  the  gentlemen  who 
had  formed  the  dinner  party,  all  made  their 
appesirance   in   the    drawing-room r      Lord 
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Rotlibury,  Adela's  aged  but  agreeable  ad- 
mirer, again  placed  himself  next  to  her,  and 
after  some  conversation  upon  common  to- 
pics, struck  by  the  tone  of  her  voice,  as  she 
called  to  her  brother,  who  was  standing  at 
a  little  distance,  he  suddenly  asked  her 
whether  she  sung  ? 

'■  T.  here  are  musical  accents  in  speahing 
as  well  as  in  singings"  cried  he,  "  and  some- 
times the  two  faculties  do  not  meet  in  the 
same  individual :  but  i  hope  that  in  you, 
they  are  united,  for  you  look  as  if  I  should 
not  have  to  pay  the  penalty  of  a  two  hours 
supj.lication  for  a  five  minutes  amusement! 
• — Indted,  when  I  find  that  this  is  likely  to 
be  the  case,  I  often  withdraw  my  preten- 
sions almost  immediately,  and  sit  down 
better  satisfied  with  the  lady's  firmness  in 
resisting  entreaty,  than  with  the  idleness 
of  those  who  persevere  so  long  in  bestow- 
ing it." 

Adela  cast  her  eyes  towards  Julius,  anx- 
ious to  ascertain  how  he  thought  her  father 
would  approve  a  compliance  with  this  in* 
timation  ;  and  seeing  him  nod  with  a  look 
of  encouragement,  she  opened  the  piano- 
forte, and  sat  down  to  play  and  sing  the 
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first  easy  air  that  occurred  to  her  remem- 
brance. 

She  had,  at  one  period  of  her  life,  because 
she  was  told  it  would  please  her  father,  been 
particularly  ambitious  to  become  a  good 
musician ;  but  afterwards,  finding  him  still 
wholly  neglectful  of  her,  she,  in  a  great 
measure,  renounced  the  endeavour,  and  to 
many  accomplishments  of  a  less  showy  nature 
had  devoted  more  time,  and  attained  more 
excellence.  In  speaking  modern  languages, 
in  drawing,  in  reading  aloud,  she  was  sur- 
passed by  few — as  a  musician  she  had  little 
other  merit  than  feeling,  and  a  voice  natu- 
rally sweet-toned,  though  deficient  in  bril- 
liancy and  compass.  Since  her  residence 
in  London,  where  she  had  heard  so  many 
admirable  performers,  she  was  become  fas- 
tidious and  wholly  distrustful  of  her  own 
powers  —  and  except  to  avoid  the  pain  of 
being  urged,  never  either  sung  or  played 
unless  to  her  most  intimate  friends. 

The  courteous  old  nobleman,  however, 
professed  himself  delighted  by  her  humble 
performance,  and  in  all  probability,  pro- 
fessed no  more  than  he  felt ;  many  auditors 
not  being  gifted  with  the  skill  to  disceni  so 
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much  merit  in  conquering,  as  in  knowing 
gracefully  how  to  avoid  difficulties. 

Unambitious  of  further  distinction,  she 
resigned  her  seat  as  speedily  as  ^he  could, 
and  Miss  Rivers  was  then  dispatched  by 
her  inotlier  to  occupy  the  vacancy.  The 
moment  she  began,  her  voice,  soft,  pene- 
trating, and  flexible,  recalled  to  Adela's 
memory  the  interesting  singer  she  had  heard 
the  evening  Lord  Ennerdale  related  the 
history  of  the  hornpipe  ;  and  the  longer  she 
listened,  the  longer  she  looked  at  the  unaf- 
fectedly-modest countenance  of  Miss  Rivers, 
the  more  convinced  she  became  of  her 
identity  with  the  charming  young  woman 
she  had  so  much  admired.  Already  dis- 
posed to  feel  most  favourably  inclined  to- 
wards her,  this  discovery  still  further  in- 
creased that  disposition ;  and  she  stood  by 
the  instrument  during  the  whole  of  her  per- 
formance, with  an  air  of  such  sincere  and 
animated  approbation,  that  Lord  Rothbury, 
more  an  observer  of  expressive  looks,  than 
a  judge  of  expressive  music,  declared  to 
Talbot,  his  next  neighbour,  "  that  Miss 
Cleveland's  perfect  exemption  from  envy  of 
her  companion's  (perhaps)  superior  talents. 
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was  more  beautifnl,  more  worthy  of  admi- 
ration, than  the  most  fanltless  strain  that 
ever  was  warbled  forth  by  a  syren  !" 

When  his  lordship  and  the  other  gnests 
ha:l  departed,  Talbot  excepted^  for  whom  a 
bed-room  had  been  prepared,  Mr.  Cleve- 
land, with  an  air  ex})res8iye  of  no  inconsi- 
derable disappointment,  asked  his  daughter 
liow  it  happened,  that  she  had  so  strangely 
neglected  her  music  ? 

Adela  was  less  mortified  by  this  enquiry 
than  her  brother,  who  hastily  answered:  — 
"She  does  not  neglect  it,  sir!  I  have  heard 
her  practising  very  often  in  Cumberhind 
Place." 

"  But  did  she  take  lessons  of  any  good 
master?  Of  what  use  can  it  be  to  her  to 
confirm  herself  by  practice  in  all  her  present 
faults? — She  has  no  management  of  voice, 
no  ductility,  no  command  of  her  own  powers, 
her  whole  performance  sonnds  so  hmguid 
and  timid,  that,  when  put  into  conipetition 
with  that  of  half  the  girls  one  meets  with, 
it  is  really  pitiable  !'* 

Adela  seeing  the  cohuir  mount  into  Ju- 
lius's face,  and  obscn'ing  him  on  the  point 
of  speaking  again  with  great  warmth^  pressed 
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her  foot  upon  his  under  the  table,  and  di- 
rected towards  him  so  supplicating  a  look, 
that  wisely  suppressing  what  he  had  to  say, 
he  suddenly  turned  toTalbot,  and  challenged 
him  to  play  at  chess. 

Mr.  Cleveland,  who  had  been  walking 
about  the  apartment  whilst  addressing  to 
his  daughter  such  flattering  remarks,  had 
seen,  in  his  progress  down  the  room,  this 
motion  of  her  foot,  and  the  glance  to  re- 
press her  brother's  impetuosity  which  ac- 
companied it. 

He  took  another  turn  or  two  after  making 
the  observation,  and  then  approaching  Adela, 
said,  with  more  gentleness, 

"  If  a  skilful  master  can  be  prevailed  on 
to  come  so  far  to  give  you  lessons,  will  you 
apply  with  diligence  to  profit  by  his  in- 
structions ?'*  ♦ 

"  Yes,  sir,  and  I  shall  be  most  grateful 
to  you  for  providing  me  with  such  assist- 
ance." 

"  Well,  then,  Talbot  shall  enquire  who 
teaches  his  sister  Barbara,  and'*... 

"Oh,  for  charity,  dear  sir!"  interrupted 
Julias,  discontinuing  his  game,  and  abruptly 
looking  round,  "  don*t  let  us  convert  this 
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Louse  into  a  school  for  the  fine  arts  upon 
the  model  of  Barbara's  studying-room  !  It 
will  distract  us  to  hear  Adela  straining  her 
voice,  hoar  after  hour,  to  the  pitch  of  A 
screaming  jackal ! — You'll  never  be  able  to 
bear  it,  sir, — you  won't  indeed!  And  be- 
sides, it  will  make  the  poor  girl  as  thin  as  a 
skeleton,  and  infallibly  destroy  all  her  good 
looks."  t 

"  Good  looks,  in  these  days,  are  nothing 
without  the  concomitant  of  a  highly-finished 
education  ;  Adela  is  young  enough  to  re- 
pair many  of  the  omissions  in  hers,  and  if 
she  is  solicitous  for  my  approbation,  she  will 
not  neglect  the  now  offered  means." 

*^  There  is  nothing,  sir,"  said  Adela, 
*'  that  will  make  me  so  happy  as  the  power 
of  proving  by  my  unwearied  exertions,  how 
highly  I  value  your  good  opinion.  You 
will  allow,  I  am  sure,  for  deficiencies  which 
I  am  not  able  to  overcome ;  I  have  not  the 
eminent  capacity  for  music  which  Miss  Ri- 
vers possesses ;  but  I  can  at  least  emulate 
her  industry,  though  I  must  despair  of  ever 
equalling  her  sweetness,  and  facility  of  exe- 
cution.'* 
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"  Yoa  have  more  than  lier  sweetness  of 
temper  !"  cried  Julius,  with  no  great  sweet- 
ness, jnst  then,  in  his  ow^n ;  and  turning 
suddenly  hack  to  his  game,  he  discovered, 
with  mnch  surprise,  that  his  queen  and  a 
castle  hoth  stood  in  clieck.  He  pondered 
for  a  few  minutes  on  the  hest  mode  of  re- 
lieving them  from  such  jeopardy  ;  saw  no- 
thing which  could  immediately  he  done,  and 
losing  patience,  overset  all  the  pieces,  and 
acknowledged  himself  vanquished.  Then, 
seeing  the  heams  of  a  full  moon  streaming 
in  through  the  windows,  he  made  Adela 
throw  on  a  shawl,  and  told  her  to  come  out 
with  him  for  a  walk. 

She  complied  ;  and  in  passing  her  father, 
asked  whether  he  would  venture  to  accom- 
pany them  ? 

"  No,  child ;  I  am  afraid  of  the  night 
air. 

His  calling  her  child  was  so  gratifying  to 
her  heart,  that  had  she,  from  the  preceding 
conversation,  nourished  any  pique,  that 
single  word  would  have  been  sufficient  to 
dispel  it. 

Talbot  remained  with  his  uncle  ;   and  the 
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brother  and  sister,  strolling  to  the  edge"  of 
the  lawn,  paced  backwards  and  forwards, 
close  to  the  river,  for  above  half  an  hour. 

Her  mind  full  of  poetical  images,  all 
awakened  by  the  beauty  of  such  a  night, 
enjoyed  in  such  a  scene,  Adela  longed  to 
communicate  some  of  the  descriptive  recol- 
lections her  memory  vvas  so  richly  fraught 
with  to  her  comj)anion  ;  but  he  seemed  infi- 
nitely more  dis])osed  to  descant  resentfully 
upon  what  had  just  been  passing  within 
doors,  than  to  listen  with  satisfaction  to 
the  subliinest  quotations  in  praise  of  what 
be  saw  without. 

Adela  gently  checked  him  at  the  very 
beginning  of  these  murmurs. 

"  This  is  ground,  my  dear  Julius,"  said 
she,  "  which  1  '  fear  to  tread/  —  Never, 
never,  when  we  are  alone,  let  us  permit  our- 
selves to  choose  for  subjects  of  discussion 
the  slight  offences  inflicted  by  my  father. 
There  is  no  consolation,  no  advantnge  to  be 
derived  from  such  a  j)ractice.  It  only  ag- 
gravates discontent  —  serves  to  magnify 
mole- hills  into  mountains — and,  in  a  well- 
disposed  mind,  leaves  behind  it  a  feeling  of 
self-reproach  for  having  forfeited,  by  after- 
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repinings,  all  the  merit  of  previous  humility. 
Besides,"  added  she,  with  less  seriousness, 
'^  I  can  very  truly  assure  you,  that  my  fa- 
ther s  comments  on  the  slenderness  of  my 
musical  abilities,  scarcely  gave  to  my  vanity 
the  slightest  shock!  Since  I  (juitted  Dr. 
Hampden's,  where  I  was  the  only  nightin- 
gale of  the  party,  I  have  learnt  pretty  justly 
to  appreciate  those  talents  which,  in  his 
house,  I  might  be  tempted  to  overrate, 
merely  because  I  had  never  heard  them  sur- 
passed ;  but  my  estimation  of  them  has  now 
found  its  proper  level.  I  know  my  own 
inferiority,  and  I  regret  it  only,  because  it 
seems  to  my  father  a  source  of  disappoint- 
ment.'* 

"  Well,"  well,  cried  Julius,  "  I'll  say  no 
more  about  it! — If  you  don't  make  a  good 
boy  of  me,  my  little  temperate  monitress,  I 
shall  despair  of  myself." 

Soon  after  this,  they  returned  into  the 
house,  and  found  Mr.  Cleveland  on  the 
T)oint  of  retiring  to  rest.  He  bade  his  son 
and  daughter  good  night  with  nearlyequal 
cordiality  ;  invited  Talbot  to  continue  with 
them  another  day,  and  proceeded  to  his 
dressing-room. 
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When  he  was  gone ;  "  1  must/'  said  Tal- 
bot to  his  two  cousins,  "  detain  you  a  mo- 
ment, to  give  some  account  of  what  has 
been  the  subject  of  my  uncle's  conversation 
during  your  absence.  He  spoke,"  conti- 
nued the  young  man,  "  with  great  and  even 
animated  approbation  of  Adela's  deportment 
during  dinner,  and,  indeed,  throughout  the 
whole  day.  He  asserted  that  her  manners 
are  as  much  superior  to  those  of  Miss  Rivers, 
or  of  almost  any  other  girl  he  knows,  as  that 
young  lady's  skill  in  music  is  superior  to 
my  cousin's  - —  and  of  her  claims  to  distinc- 
tion for  personal  attractions,  I  assure  yoa 
he  uttered  such  things,  as,  in  Adela's  pre- 
sence, I  have  not  the  courage  to  repeat !" 

"  We  shafl  make  this  girl  vain,  at  last !" 
cried  Julius.  "  But,  Talbot,  did  not  my  fa- 
ther utter  one  poor  little  syllable  in  praise 
of  the  good  temper  with  w  hich  she  bore  his 
unprovoked  attack?" 

"  It  was  not  unprovoked,  my  dear  bro- 
ther," said  Adela  ;  "  he  was  mortified  at  my 
being  so  totally  eclipsed  by  a  young  person 
so  nearly  my  own  age,  whom  he  thinks,  had 
I  taken  greater  pains^  I  might  now  perhaps 
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Iiav^e  nearly  equalled.  But  good  night. 
We  have  said  enough,  and,  indeed,  too 
ninch  upon  this  foolish  subject.  Good 
night  to  you  both." 

The  soothing  reflection  that  she  was 
now/In  all  probability,  ])erinanently  establish- 
ed beneath  a  father's  roof,  unless  banished 
thence  by  her  own  misconduct,  accompa- 
nied her  to  her  apartment,  and  after  giving 
additional  fervour  to  the  pious  gratitude  of 
her  customary  evening  worship,  attended 
her  to  her  pillow,  and  imparted  to  her  inno- 
cent dreams,  a  character  of  the  purest  feli- 
city. Even  the  remembrance  of  Lord  En- 
nerdale,  for  a  while,  lost  its  distinctness  ; 
her  father,  almost  exclusively,  filled  her 
thoualits.  She  reflected  upon  the  rapture 
it  would  give  her,  to  succeed  in  awakening 
an  interest  in  his  heart — to  hear  him  own 
tliat  she  was  becoming  essential  to  his  hap- 
piness, and  she  meditated  with  delight  upon 
the  affectionate  exultation  with  which  her 
brother  would  view  so  auspicious  a  result  of 
bis  own  friendly  interposition. 

The    following   day    being  Sunday,  Mr. 
Cleveland   and  his   three    youthful  compa- 


TRAITS    OF    NATURE.  145 

nions,  received,  during  breakfast,  a  gra- 
cious oft'er  from  Lord  Rothbury  of  seats  at 
cburch  in  his  own  pew.  They  accepted 
this  civility  very  readily ;  and  when  the 
service  was  over,  he  pressed  them  to  dine 
and  spend  the  day  with  him. 

"  Does  your  Jordship,"  said  Julius,  laugh- 
ing, ^^  give  dinners  to  ladies  ?  To  young 
ladies,  too  ?" 

"  Every  age,"  replied  the  good-humoured 
Peer,  "  has  its  privileges.  Some  which  I 
have  lost,  you  now  possess ;  others  Avhich 
you  cannot  yet  boast,  I  have  happily  at- 
tained. Amongst  these  last,  is  the  un- 
doubted right,  at  sixty-three,  of  inviting, 
receiving,  and  honouring  as  she  merits,  so 
lovely  a  guest  as  your  sister:  but  had  /  a 
sister,  as  fair,  as  attractive,  she  should 
not,  in  return,  dine  with  you,  young 
man  I 

At  the  hospitable  mansion  of  this  cheer- 
ful nobleman,  Adela  spent  a  day  of  the 
most  rational  satisfaction.  His  library, 
pictures,  garden  and  conservatory,  furnish- 
ed successive  objects  of  inspection  ;  and 
his   own   conversation,   plain  but  sensible, 
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familiar  but  instructive,  contributed  largely 
to  the  general  entertainment. 

He  bad,  in  addition  to  the  Cleveland  fa- 
mily, two  otlier  guests,  a  lady  and  her  son, 
who  were  his  distant  relations.  The  latter 
of  these,  was  a  Major  in  the  army,  and 
had  not  been  long  returned  (for  the  re-esta- 
blishment of  his  health)  from  the  burning 
plains  of  India.  He  was  still  a  young  man, 
and  though  disease  had,  in  some  measure, 
^'  quencKd  and  allay  d^  the  noble  fire  within^^ 
there  still  were  indications,  in  his  open 
countenance,  of  an  animation  of  character, 
and  in  his  conversation  were  proofs  of 
sense,  and  just  feeling,  which  added  to  the 
manly  elegance  of  his  person  and  manners, 
seemed  to  have  ensured  to  him  the  warmest 
partiality  of  his  benevolent  host. 

The  share  contributed  by  Mr.  Cleveland 
towards  the  entertainment  of  tlie  day,  had 
Adela  been  willing  to  detect  a  failure  in  her 
father,  she  might  perhaps  have  been 
tern]  ted  to  think,  was  not  very  brilliant. 

Though  far  from  being  a  man  of  strong 
intellec  ,  there  was  an  imposing  dignity 
about  him,  a  plausible  tone  of  deliberation 
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in  every  thing  be  said,  which  threw  dust 
ill  thfe  eves  of  many  an  inaccurate  judge,  and 
not  un frequently,  made  him  pass  for  a  deep 
thinl^er,  and  a  penetrating  observer.  But 
often,  when  he  looked  the  most  profound, 
bis  mind  was  employed  rather  in  meditat- 
ing how  best  to  appear  sagacious,  than  in 
seeking  for  cogent  arguments  calculated  to 
prove  him  so.  To  him  might,  with  some 
justice,  have  been  applied  these  lines  of 
the  satirist,  so  descriptive  and  so  celebrated: 

**  What's  the  bent  brow,  or  neck  in  thought  reclin'dl 
**  The  body's  wisdom  to  conceal  the  mind. 
"  Oh,  be  this  truth  eternal  ne'er  forgot, 
'*  Solemnity's  the  cover  for  a  sot." 

Mr.  Cleveland,  however,  was  not  what 
is  absolutely  understood  by  the  harsh  epi- 
thet here  employed.  But  he  was  shallow 
and  vain  ;  wise  enough  to  be  sometimes 
aware  of  his  insufficiency,  prudent  enough 
seldom  to  hazard  betraying  it,  and  jealous 
beyond  all  example  of  incurring  the  suspi- 
cion of  mere  human  fallibility.  It  would 
be  toilsome  even  to  the  brightest  wit,  or 
the  most  transcendant  genius,  alwa-i/s  to  be 
1(2 
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a  wit,  always  to  be  a  genius !  What  must 
the  toil  then  have  been,  of  appearing  al- 
ways wise,  to  a  man,  who,  if  he  had  known 
how  to  do  himself  justice,  would  content- 
edly have  submitted  to  appear  always  hum- 
ble, and  always  superficial  ? 


CHAP.   VIII. 


MYSTERY. 


Adela  had  not  been  installed  a  week  in 
her  new  abode,  ere  she  had  reason  experi- 
mentally to  feel,  how  true  it  is,  that  there  i§ 
no  condition,  whatever  may  be  its  allure- 
ments in  perspective,  to  which,  when  at- 
tained, some  draw-back  is  not  annexed. 

Her  father^s  unfortunate  prepossession  in 
favour  pf  that  talent  in  which  she  least  ex- 
celled, and  his  extreme  solicitude  for  her 
acquiring  it  in  greater  perfection,  would 
have  been,  to  any  temper,  prone  to  irrita- 
tion, a  source  of  torment  scarcely  endura- 
ble. Not  satisfied  with  the  three  lessons 
every  week  which  she  received  both  from 
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an  instrumental  and  vocal  instructor^  he 
tied  her  down,  in  the  intervals  of  their  at- 
tendance, to  such  close  and  constant  prac- 
tice, til  at  she  was  scarcely  for  a  moment 
removed  from  the  piano-forte. 

Nothing  could  exceed  the  disgust  at  all 
this,  of  Julius,  except  the  patience  of  his 
sister.  She  was  weary,  indeed ;  but  in- 
jured neither  in  temper  nor  in  health  ;  and 
she  thought  that  so  much  was  due  to  the 
wishes  of  a  parent — she  reflected  that  her 
present  situation  (conferred  by  the  relenting 
kindness  of  that  parent)  presented  so  many 
advantages  to  counterbalance  this  partial 
molestation,  that  it  would  have  been  ingra- 
titude of  the  deepest  dye  to  have  either 
openly  or  secretly  repined  : — 

'^  I  will  perform  my  appointed  task,"  she 
would  sometimes  tell  her  brother,  "  not 
with  compelled  diligence  only,  but  with 
honest  and  steady  cheerfulness.  I  forget 
who  it  is  that  says,  ^  Submission,  in  order  to 
be  respectable,  should  be  uncomplaining  ; 
accompanied  by  murmur s,  it  becomes  servile.^ 
I  quite  enter  into  the  spirit  of  that  thought; 
it  is  scarcely  ever  absent  from  my  recollec- 
tion, and  my  great  ambition  is,  to  act  up 
H  3 
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to  it  with  all  the  perseverance  of  which  I 
am  capable." 

^*  Meanwhile,  you  are  spoilt  for  a  com- 
panion, and  rendered  intolerable  even  as  an 
inmate.  1  should  have  as  much  comfort  in 
living  with  a  professed  pnblic  singer,  who 
Lad  not  three  ideas  in  the  world  distinct 
from  the  pitiful  drudgery  incident  to  her 
occupation.  You  allow  yourself  to  be  con- 
verted into  a  nuisance  and  a  pest,  instead 
of   a  rational  friend^   aiad   desirable  asso- 


ciate." 


"  Have  patience,  Julius ;  the  evil,  if  it 
is  such,  may,  perhaps,  be  of  short  dura- 
tion :  and  would  you  not  rather  submit  to 
it  a  little  longer,  than  see  me  again  an  alien 
from  my  father's  favour  ? — again  discarded 
from  my  natural  home  }*' 

^'  Do  you  bid  me  be  patient  whilst  listen- 
ing to  the  possibility  of  so  outrageous  an 
alternative  ?  Adela,  were  you  ever  driven 
from  his  house  again,  I  should  have  very 
little  scruple  in  forswearing  it  myself!  He 
could,  probably,  much  better  resign  himself 
to  such  a  loss,  than  I  could  now  bear  to 
part  with  you !" 

Adeia  affection ately  held  out  her  hand  to 
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him,  and  was  beginning  to  speak,  when 
seeing  lier  father,  who  had  been  out  on 
horseback,  ride  up  to  the  gate,  she  flew  to 
her  post  at  the  instrument,  half-dreading 
to  have  been  observed,  for  one  instant,  off 
duty. 

There  were  days,  however,  when  a  greater 
degree  of  liberty  was  unavoidably  al- 
lowed her.  The  recess  of  Parliament  had 
not  yet  begun,  and  Mr.  Cleveland,  who 
was  a  Member,  and  often  thought  himself 
under  the  necessity  of  attending  the  de- 
bates, and  giving  his  silent  Yote  in  person, 
was  sometimes,  for  this  purpose,  detained 
in  town  to  a  very  late  hour.  On  these  oc- 
casions, Adela  and  her  brother,  after  a  so- 
ciable dinner,  sallied  forth  to  enjoy  an 
Evening  walk  ;  or,  trusting  herself  alone 
with  him  in  his  boat,  she  spent  many  of 
her  pleasantest  hours  in  gliding  along  the 
smooth  surface  of  the  Thames,  engaged 
either  in  surveying  the  many  elegant  villas 
on  its  margin,  or,  when  able  to  prevail  on 
Julius  to  row  her  beyond  the  immediate 
danger  of  meeting  other  parties,  employed 
in  reading  to  him  aloud. 

On  one  of  these  excursions,  during  which 
H  4 
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he  had  several  times  held  the  boat  nearly 
stationary,  just  opposite  to  a  shady  garden 
belonging  to  one  of  the  handsomest  man- 
sions upon  the  banks,  Adela  thought  she 
perceived,  as  the  faint  remains  of  twilight 
began  to  render  distant  objects  uncertain; 
a  figure  dressed  in  white,  wandering  be- 
neath the  trees  that  skirted  the  w^ater'd 
edge,  and,  in  that  place,  concealed  the 
house  from  observation.  She  was  going  to 
make  some  remark  on  the  romantic  appear- 
ance of  this  vision,  when  Julius,  suddenly 
splashing  his  oars  into  the  water,  directed 
his  course  with  all  the  precipitation  he 
could  use  towards  the  spot  this  figure  occu- 
pied. Adela  expected  to  see  her  take 
flight :  but  notwithstanding  that  they  ra- 
pidly approached,  she  still,  though  receding 
a  few  paces,  remained  in  view. 

At  length  the  little  vessel  gained  the 
shore ;  and  Julius  hastily  lashing  it  to  the 
stem  of  a  tree,  sprang  lightly  upon  the  turf, 
and  advanced  towards  the  (now  retreating) 
lady. 

"  Can  you,"  cried  he,  speaking  with  some 
caution,  yet  loud  enough  to  be  heard  by  his 
sister,  "  can  you  come  into  the  boat  to  us  ? 
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Where  are  they  all?  I  have  watched  for 
this  moment  with  an  impatience  which  no 
words  can  describe  !  Can  you  come  ?  And 
will  yon,  for  a  few  instants,  make  me  so 
supremely  happy  ? 

'^  They  dined  at  Wimbleton/'  answered 
the  lady,  '^  and  perhaps  will  not  return 
before  eleven  o'clock.  Is  that  (though  I 
scarcely  need  ask)  your  sister  ?" 

"  It  is. — Give  me  your  hand,  and  let  me 
lead  you  to  her." 

The  lady  here  paused,  and  then  speaking 
again  in  a  lower  tone  of  voice,  Adela  lost  the 
purport  of  her  words,  and  only  heard  Julius 
eagerly  replying — 

"  She  will  have  no  curiosity — she  will 
make  no  remarks  that  can  distress  you." 

The  first  of  these,  was  an  assertion  which 
Adela's  present  sensations  most  strongly 
contradicted,  for  never  had  so  powerful  a 
degree  of  curiosity  before  assailed  her. 
The  nameless  lady,  however,  appearing  dis- 
posed to  confide  in  it  without  dispute, 
threw  over  her  head  a  light  veil  which  had 
hung  upon  her  arm,  and  allowed  Julius  to 
take  her  hand,  and  conduct  her  towards 
the  boat. 

H  5 
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Adela  attended  to  their  proceedings  in 
determined  silence.  Her  new  companion, 
after  ascending  the  little  bark,  disengaged 
herself  from  her  assistant's  hold,  and  step- 
ped forward  fearlessly  to  the  seat  on  which 
its  previous  occupant  was  placed  : 

"  I  am  ashamed  of  this  intrusion,"  cried 
she ;  "  but  will  you  permit  me,  for  a  few 
minutes,  to  sit  beside  you,  and  to  partici- 
pate in  the  pleasures  of  your  little  voyage  ?'* 

Adela  civilly  made  room  for  her,  but  still 
she  was  reluctant  to  speak;  and  the  fair 
stranger  (for  such,  ^  by  the  courtesy  of 
England,'  every  lady  seen  by  twilight,  and 
tinder  a  veil,  is  entitled  to  be  called)  ac- 
cepting this  tacit  permission,  sat  down ; 
and  Julius  immediately  pushed  the  boat 
from  the  land. 

^'  Which  way  shall  we  go  ?"  enquired  he, 
addressing  the  incognita. 

"  Away  from  the  haunts  of  men,"  an- 
swered she  ;  "  row  towards  Hampton." 

Scrupulously  obedient,  he  instantly  com- 
plied, and  for  some  time  proceeded  wath 
the  utmost  activity  and  speed. 

"  Do  not,"  cried  the  lady,  at  length;^ 
«peaking  with  all  the  softness  which  the 
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tenderest  interest  could  inspire,  "  do  not  so 
cruelly  exert  yourself  ;*~^  pray,  row  more  mo- 
derately." 

"  I  will,"  he  answered,  relaxing  his  ef- 
forts. "It  was  for  the  sake  of  enjoying  my 
good  fortune  more  securely,  that  I  at  first 
so  vigorously  laboured.  But  here  we  are 
beyond  the  sight  of  houses,  or  the  ears  of 
prying  curiosity.  Here  we  may  converse 
ill  safety." 

"  I    shall   not,  however,"   resumed  she,, 
playfully,  "  indulge  3/ou  with  the  sole  feli- 
city of  talking  :    my  aim  will  be,   to  try 
whether  I  can  break  the  spell  that  seems  to 
enchain  the  tongue   of  your  sister!     Y,et, , 
perchance,  she  scorns 

♦  t'unlock  her  lips 
•  In  this  unhallowed  airl* 

Adela  felt  the  reproof  conveyed  in  these 
words,  and  was  half  ashamed  to  have  in- . 
curred  it ;  yet,  so  strangely  circumstanced, 
held  in  such  ignorance  who  this  ^ew  asso- 
ciate might  be,  what  could  she  say  ?  Her 
thoughts  really  were  spell-rbound,  and  till 
some  (question  should  be  addressed  to  he^*, 
H  6 
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requiring  an  answer,  she  found  it  impossible 
to  devise  a  single  rational  sentence. 

Julius  seemed  aware  of  her  true  feelings, 
and  as  if  to  relieve  her  perplexity,  talked 
fluently  himself,  ascribing  her  silence  to  the 
fatigue  incident  to  the  vocal  exertions 
which  she  was  daily  condemned  to  make  : — 
^'  You  would  pity  her,"  said  he,  ''  if  you 
knew  the  hard  service  her  poor  little  chest 
is  perpetually-called  upon  to  perform  !  No 
town-cryer  was  ever  forced  to  exert  his 
lungs  with  more  strenuous  perseverance 
It  will  be  a  mercy  if  her  constitution  bears 
up  against  the  severity  of  such  ceaseless 
toil." 

'^  Does  it  not  terribly  weaken  your  ge- 
nuine fondness  for  music?''  enquired  the 
unknown,  turning  to  Adela. 

"  I  fear  it  has  not  increased  it,"  answered 
she. 

^^  Oh,  no — I  am  certain  it  cannot !  Even 
our  pleasures  are  no  longer  such  than  whilst 
they  are  wholly  spontaneous.  But  why  do 
you  not  sometimes  plead  inability,  or  lassi- 
tude, and  solicit  a  reprieve  ?" 

"  Inability  I  have  never  experienced,  and 
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my  lassitude  is  only  mental!    I  feel  it  not 
personally.'* 

"  And  are'^ou  so  scrupulously  honour- 
able as  to  disdain  a  little  equivocation  be- 
tween the  two  species  of  feeling  ?  Could  you 
not  bear  to  substitute  fatigue  of  body  for 
that  of  mind  ?" 

Adela  laughed,  but  waved  any  positive 
answer  to  this  question  ;  and  the  lady 
then  directed  the  conversation  to  other  sub- 
jects. 

She  spoke  with  equal  taste  and  admira- 
tion of  the  beauties  of  that  part  of  the 
country  ;  asked  Adela  (as  if  knowing  that 
she  drew)  whether  she  had  sketched  any 
views  of  the  scenery  round  Richmond  ? 
And  adverting  next  to  her  recent  abode  in 
London,  she  seemed  particularly  solicitous 
tc  discover  with  what  impressions,  upon  the 
whole,  she  had  left  it  ? 

Adela  replied  to  all  these  topics  with 
good -breeding,  though  with  conciseness  ; 
and  the  stranger  appeared  well  satisfied  with 
the  degree  of  complacency  her  unsought  at- 
tentions had  obtained. 

At  the  end  of  half  an  hour,  she  began 
to  express  a  wish  of  being  re-landed. 
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"  Not  yet,"  cried  Julius,  earnestly,  "  Oh, 
not  yet,  I  conjure  you  !" 

**  But  suppose  the  good  friends  with 
whom  I  am  an  inmate  should  anticipate  my 
return  ?  Has  your  provident  genius  any  ad- 
missihle  excuse  to  suggest  to  me  for  the 
whim  of  this  trip  ?" 

"  Tell  them  that  you  were  with  Miss 
Cleveland." 

"  In  so  doing,  it  is  certain  that  I  should 
be  drawing  upon  myself  nothing  but  ho- 
nour; yet,  as  it  is  my  misfortune  not  to 
have  become  acquainted  with  Miss  Cleve- 
land in  quite  the  regular  routine  of  things, 
some  puzzling  after-enquiries  might  be  put 
to  me,  which  it  would  be  rather  difficult  to 
answer.  No  ;--^you  must  consent  to  turn 
back,  and  I  must  persist  in  being  pru-. 
dent." 

**Well,  then— r Will  you  purchase  my 
compliance — -my  reluctant  compliance,  by 
the  bribe  of  only  one  of  those  simple  little 
airs  I  have  heard  you  so  exquisitely  sing  ?" 

"  Is  it  possible,  that  you  can  have  any 
longings  for  music  still  unsatisfied?    Were 
you  not  complaining  of  the  surfeit  you  have^ 
of  it  daily  at  your  house  ?*• 
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"  I  complain  of  its  monopoly  of  my  sis- 
ter's time,  to  the  exclusion  of  all  other  amuse- 
ment :  but  believe  me  not  such  a  Goth  as 
to  have  quarrelled  with  the  talent  because 
one  of  its  possessors  is  unhappily  condemned 
too  frequently  to  exert  it." 

The  stranger  exacted  no  further  entreaty, 
but  with  mingled  vivacity  and  sweetness 
began  a  spirited  and  exhilarating  air  calcu- 
lated, at  once,  to  prove  so  much  skill  in 
the  performer,  and  to  excite  so  much  ani- 
mation in  the  hearer,  that  Adela  was  en- 
chanted ;  and  Julius,  she  saw,  as  the  newly- 
risen  moon  threw  its  clear  light  upon  his 
face,  sat  listening  with  looks  of  rapture, 
that  gave  a  sparkling  lustre  to  his  eyes, 
which,  bright  as  they  were,  she  had  never 
seen  them  emit  before. 

The  arch  musician,  when  she  ceased, 
dipped  her  fair  hand  for  an  instant  in  the 
stream  on  which  they  were  floating,  and 
with  a  sportiveness  inimitably  graceful, 
lightly  dashed  towards  him  the  drops  with 
which  it  was  moistened,  saying  with  af- 
fected reproach — 

"  Turn  your  head  another  way,  I  be- 
seech you^  for  I  can't  bear  to  see  you  look 
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SO  Stupid  and  so  unmoved,  after  I  have 
been  taking  such  pains  to  amuse  you!-— 
What  can  you  be  dreaming  about?" 

Julius  drew  a  deep  sigh,  and  exclaimed, 
"  Dreaming  indeed !  I  was  meditating 
upon  the  possibility  of  taking  from  such 
felicity  its  only  draw-back — insecurity !" 

^^  And  thereby  robbing  it,  perhaps,  my 
good  friend,  of  half  its  zest !  But  now, 
for  pity's  sake,  make  haste  and  guide  me 
back ;  I  have  played  truant  till  I  really  be- 
gin to  be  quite  in  a  fright." 

Being  arrived  at  the  spot  whence  she  had 
first  embarked,  the  lively  stranger  very  po- 
litely thanked  Adela  for  having  granted 
her  admission;  bade  her  good  night,  and 
committing  herself  to  the  care  of  Julius,  was 
safely  handed  from  the  boat. 

In  his  way  with  her  across  a  part  of  the 
lawn,  he  anxiously  said — 

^^  When  shall  I  see  you  again  ?  What 
are  your  plans  for  to-morrow  ?'* 

"  I  am  going,  with  three  or  four  of  our 
party,  to  see  Hampton  Court." 

He  then  enquired  whether  some  person, 
whose  name  Adela  could  not  distinguish, 
would  be  with  her?     And  on  her  answer- 
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ing  in  the  negative,  cried — "  Then  I  will 
meet  you  there  !"  ' 

And  kissing  her  hand,  he  allowed  her  to 
hasten  towards  the  house,  whilst  he  return- 
ed himself,  with  less  expedition,  to  the 
hoat. 

A  mutual  silence  now  prevailed  between 
the  brother  and  sister  during  a  considerable 
interval.     At  length  Julius  broke  it — 

"  What's  the  matter,  Adela  ?"  cried  he, 
half  laughing;  ^^  Why  w^on't  you  speak?" 

"  Is  it  not  rather  more  natural,"  said 
she,  "  that  I  should  wait  to  hear  you 
speak  ?" 

"  Why,  my  good  little  sister,  the  whole 
substance  of  what  I  should  say,  were  1  to 
hold  forth  for  the  next  three  hours,  might 
be  comprised  in  Rosalind's  energetic — 
^  OA,  that  thou  didst  but  know,  how  many 
fathom  deep  I  am  in  love  !'  " 

"  There  needs  no  Rosalind  to  tell  me 
that.  And  the  lady  does  not  seem  to  be 
much  more  in  doubt  than  myself.  But, 
dearest  Julius,  who  is  she  ?  Are  there  any 
impediments  to  the  public  avowal  of  your 
attachment  ?  Are  you  apprehensive  that 
my  father  will  discountenance  it  ?" 
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"  Ah,  barbarous  girl!  You  better  suc- 
ceed in  inflicting  a  chill  without  the  aid  of 
cold  water,  than  she  did  with.  That  ques- 
tion has  frozen  me  into  an  icicle/* 

"  Then  you  really  ought  not  to  have  ad- 
mitted me  into  this  half  sort  of  confidence  ; 
you  ought  not,  my  dear  brother  to  have 
brought  the  lady  and  me  together." 

"  And  wliy  not?  Yon  are  not  more  in- 
nocent,  more  pure,  in  every  respect,  than 
she  is  herself!  An  intercourse  with  her 
may  honour— it  can  never  contaminate 
you. 

"  Then  why  is  there  so  much  mystery 
attached  to  your  acquaintance  with  her  ? 
Why  is  it  to  be  equally  unknown  to  her 
friends,  and  to  j/ours,  that  these  interviews 
pass  between  you  ?  Why  is  her  very  name 
held  a  secret  ?  Ah,  dear  Julius,  are  all 
these  circumstances  of  unequivocal  pro- 
priety ?" 

"  Come,  come,'*  cried*  he,  with  some 
impatience,  "  a  truce  with  such  close  cate- 
chising !  I  begin  to  grow  exceedingly 
weary  of  it !  Make  yourself  as  easy  as  you 
can  : — say  nothing  of  all  this,  at  home ; 
and^  for  yqvly  life,  harbour  no  injurious  su$- 
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picicions  of  the  admirable  creature  yon  have 
had  the  happiness,  this  evening,  of  being 
admitted  to  converse  with." 

Adela  tould  not  forbear  laughing  at  this 
summary,  but  perfectly  characteristic  mode 
of  silencing  her  doubts.  Anger  had  con- 
stituted no  part  of  what  she  had  experienced 
on  the  recent  occurrence.  Surprise  was 
her  first  em^otion,  and  as  that  had  subsided, 
regret  and  concern  took  its  place.  Every 
thing  clandestine  gave  to  her  ingenuous  na- 
ture, a  feeling  resembling  pain.  She  now 
saw  a  brother,  for  whom  her  affection  was 
daily  augmenting,  madly  in  love  with  a 
being  whose  powers  of  fascination  had  ap- 
peared to  her  almost  irresistible ;  she  per- 
ceived that  his  passion  was  encouraged, 
nay  reciprocated  by  its  object ;  and  she 
plainly  discerned  that  both  parties  were 
aware  of  obstacles  from  their  respective  fa- 
milies, which,  as  far  Adela  could  decide, 
might  be  insurmountable. 

Such  observations  were  most  grievous  to 
her:  but  seeing  that  remonstrance  would 
be  wholly  vain,  she  repressed  all  inclina- 
tion to  renew  it,  and  sought  comfort  from 


164  TRAITS    OF    NATURE. 

her  long-established  rule  of  endeavouring 
to  hope  the  best. 

On  disembarking  at  their  father's  villa, 
they  learnt  that  he  was  returned  from 
town,  and  had  brought  with  him  his  two 
nieces,  Barbara  and  Jemina  Cleveland. 

Julius  listened  to  this  information  with 
no  very  complacent  feelings.  He  was  si- 
lent a  moment ;  and  then,  wishing  Adela 
joy  of  her  agreeable  guests,  said  he  should 
go  and  while  away  the  remainder  of  the 
evening  at  Lord  Rothbury's. 

Accordingly,  he  scampered  oiF,  and  she 
repaired  to  the  drawing-room. 

Very  different  was  the  prompt  civility 
with  which  the  two  sisters  now  advanced 
to  meet  her,  from  the  air  of  frigid  inatten- 
tion* which  they  had  so  often  manifested 
towards  her  in  less  prosperous  days.  Adela 
Cleveland  at  the  head  of  her  father  s  esta- 
blishment, they  seemed  to  regard  as  a  per- 
sonage totally  distinct  from  Adela  Cleve- 
land almost  unowned,  residing  at  the  house 
of  her  half  sister.  Their  courtesy  was 
profuse — their  admiration  of  the  charming 
villa  was  excessive — and  their  delight  to 
see  her  look  so  well,  quite  sentimental ! 
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Jemima,  she  found,  was  to  return  home 
the  next  day;  but  Barbara  had  been  in- 
vited by  Mr.  Cleveland  to  stay  a  week  : — 
"  I  thought,"  said  he,  addressing  his  daugh^ 
ter,  "  that  to  bring  you  home  an  associate 
who  is  so  excellent  and  indefatigable  a  mu- 
sician, would  excite  you  to  emulation,  and 
confirm  you  in  diligence.  I  have  made  her 
pack  up  several  duets,  which  I  shall  expect 
you  to  practise  together ;  and  as  you  both 
learn  of  the  same  master,  you  may  let  him 
,  hear,  when  he  comes  on  Wednesday,  how 
you  acquit  yourselves." 

Adela  trembled  at  the  work  which  she 
saw  Avas  cut  out  for  her  ;  and  Jemima,  not- 
withstanding her  ambition  to  stand  high  in 
the  favour  of  her  uncle,  could  not  refrain 
from  laughing  a  little,  at  his  prodigious 
and  unwearied  passion  for  all  that  related 
to  an  accomplishment  in  which  he  was  him-  • 
self  so  totally  unskilled. 

When  Julius  returned  home,  his  father 
had  already  retired  ;  and  hoping  the  ladies 
had  likewise  made  their  exit,  he  ventured 
to  take  a  peep  at  the  drawing-room  door. 

"  What,  still  down  stairs  ?"  cried  he, 
seeing    himself    observed,     and     therefore 
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obliged  to  advance.  ^'  Why,  Adela,  you  are 
later  than  ever,  to-night !  How  do  yon  do, 
Bab  ?  How  do  you  do,  Mima  ?  What  have 
you  been  about,  this  last  fortnight,  in  town  ? 
When  do  you  leave  it?  And  how  comes  it, 
my  poor  girls,  that  you  both  return  into  the 
country,  spinsters  as  you  arrived  ?  It's  scan- 
dalous to  think  how  many  journies  to  Lon- 
don it  costs  the  poor  fathers  and  mothers  of 
modern  times,  before  they  can  dispose  of 
their  female  progeny.  Year  after  year,  the 
half-desponding  souls  bring  their  eight 
months  savings  up  to  market ;  furbish 
themselves  out  anew;  go  every  where; 
adorn  themselves  in  spotless  white  ;  yet,  as 
some  cruel  rhymer  observes — 

*  Siiil  fin(]  their  ends  miscarry, 

*  And  dress  like  brides,  btit  neveryriiarry  !' 

Uie  sisters,  wisely  disguising  their  pique 
at  this  attack  under  a  well-feigned  laugh, 
declared  be  was  the  rudest  creature  in  ex- 
istence, but  mutually  disclaimed  every  wish 
or  intention  of  marrying  at  all. 

'^  That,*'  resumed  Julius,  "  is  the  custo- 
mary assertion  of  nearly  the  vi^hole  race  of 
unwedded  ladies^  young  and  old,  from  Mrs, 
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Lncretia  Macphyllida,  to  Miss  Jemima 
Cleveland,  both  inclusive.  Believe  them 
who  will !  But  come,  light  your  candles, 
and  trip,  trip,  good  Aubreys,  to  bed." 

Adela  accompanied  them  to  their  apart- 
ment, and  was  unwillingly  detained  nearly 
half  an  hour  longer,  to  hear  from  Jemima 
accounts  of  gay  parties  which  she  had  been 
at,  and  fine  men  with  whom  she  had 
danced. 

'^  And  do  yon  know,'*  cried  she,  affect- 
edly lowering  her  voice,  ^^  that  we  have 
seen  a  good  deal  of  poor  Lord  Ennerdale  ? 
He  comes  to  our  house  frequently,  and  has 
even  dined  with  us,  I  believe,  twice.  He 
is  not  in  very  good  spirits,  you  will  easily 
believe,  but  1  don't  know  whether  the  shade 
of  depression  upon  his  countenance  does 
not,  on  the  whole,  render  him  more  inte  ■ 
restijig  than  ever.  He  sees  I  feel  for  him, 
and  we  are  the  best  friends  in  the  world. 
I  know  that  this  would  be  a  forbidden 
subject  down  stairs  ;  but  I  tliought,  that 
whilst  we  were  ])y  ourselves,  you  would  like 
to  hear  something  about  him.  He  does 
not,  I  suppose,  poor  soul !  venture  to  write 
to  you  ?" 


l6d  TRAITS    OF    NATURE. 

Jemima,  skilled  beyond  compare  in  know- 
ing how 

To  lend  a  lye  the  confidence  of  truth ; 

T'explore  a  secret  with  insidious  art. 

Watch  a  weak  hour,  and  ransack  all  the  heart, 

now  paused,  and  coolly,  but  circumspectly 
marked  the  fluctuati(>ns  of  Adela's  colour, 
and  anticipated  from  the  agitation  in  which 
she  beheld  her,  an  unreserved:,  ^wd  almost  in- 
voluntary  communication   of   all   that    re- 
spected the  present  state  of  her  affairs.    But 
Adela,  though  she  looked  a  thousand  ways 
during    this  speech   to    avoid  meeting  the 
eyes  of  her  who  uttered  it,  and  though  it  at 
once   pained   and  disconcerted  her  in  the 
highest  degree,  had  yet  infinitely  too  much 
experience  of  her  cousin's  character  to  be 
betrayed   into  uttering   any   confessions   of 
which  she  might  make   a   dangerous    use. 
Perceiving  that  her  drift  had,  in  some  mea- 
sure, fiddled,  yet  convinced  that  she  had  in- 
flicted upon   Adela   an   acute  sensation  of 
jealousy,  Jemima,  presently  after  adminis- 
tering so  pleasant  an  opiate,  entreated  her 
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no  longer  to  deprive  herself  of  rest ;  shook 
her  by  the  hand,  and  suffered  her,  silent  and 
dismayed,  to  retire. 


CHAP.   IX. 


RECTITUDE. 


Adela  had  been  unwilling  to  acknowledge 
it  even  to  her  own  heart,  but  <rertain  it  is, 
that  she  had  now,  for  many  days,  felt  much 
disquietude  at  the  punctilious  silence  which 
Lord  Ennerdale  persevered  in  maintaining. 
It  was  true  that  she  had  given  no  encourage- 
ment to  his  wish  of  writing  ;  it  is  also  true 
that  she  fancied  herself  nearly  determined 
never  to  answer  him.  Yet,  that  he  should 
wholly  abstain  from  trying  the  effect  even 
of  one  short  letter;  that  he  should  appear 
to  associate  with  no  family  so  intimately  as 
that  of  the  artful  and  insinuating  Jemima, 
inflicted  upon  her  a  pang,  the  keenest  she 
had  ever  endured. 

Distrust  of  those  whom  she  esteemed  and 
loved  was  not  easily  excited  in  her  generous 

VOL.  IV.  I 
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mind;  but  of  Jemima  she  knew  the  sub 
tlety  to  be  such,  as  to  justify  the  strongest 
apprehensions ;  of  Lord  Ennerdale's  firmness 
to  withstand  her  lures,  she  could  only  form 
an  estimate  by  his  conduct  towards  herself: 
and  that  now,  seemed  neglectful  and  in- 
different. 

"  Can  an  honourable,  an  undissembling 
nature,*'  cried  she,  *^  be  so  wavering  in 
faith  ?  so  vulnerable  to  flattery  ?  I  had  al- 
most said  to  seduction  ?  Is  this  the  requital 
my  frank  and  grateful  acceptance  of  his 
heart  deserved  ?  Is  it  for  so  versatile  an  ob- 
ject I  thus  suffer  and  repine  ?— Oh,  that  I 
could  as  easily  erase  his  image  from  my  me- 
mory, as  mine,  by  this  short  absence,  ap- 
pears to  have  been  blotted  from  his  own ! 
The  vain  boastings  of  an  ambitious  girl  I 
might  have  discredited — but  this  deter- 
mined silence.  Lord  Ennerdale,  condemns 
you  more  strongly  than  the  depositions  of 
a  host  of  informants  !" 

Yet,  in  mitigation  of  the  distress  these 
reflections  excited,  one  idea  presented  it- 
self to  the  mind  of  Adela,  upon  which  she 
found  it  most  soothing  to  repose.  In  a 
letter  which  she  had  the  day  before  received 
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from  Mrs.  Somerville,  it  was  expressly  sta- 
ted, that  since  that  lady's  departure  from 
London,  the  Earl  had  written  to  her  twice. 
This,  it  is  very  true,  was  not  precisely  like 
having  written  to  Adela  herself — yet,  it  was 
better  than  not  writing  at  all ;  and  she  was 
too  willing  to  regain  even  the  smallest  por- 
tion of  the  tranquillity  which  Jemima  had 
disturbed,  not  to  cling  to  this  or  any  other 
prop,  however  feeble,  that  would  preserve 
her  from  despondency. 

It  could  be  no  matter  of  surprise  to  her, 
after  the  species  of  assignation  she  had  over- 
heard between  her  brother  and  the  fair 
stranger  the  preceding  evening,  that  he 
should  spend  the  greatest  part  of  the  fol- 
lowing day  from  home.  Mr.  Cleveland 
attributed  his  absence  to  the  known  dislike 
which  he  entertained  against  Barbara,  and 
what  he  termed,  her  inhuman  powers  of 
execution.  It  was  a  day  devoted  wholly 
(after  Jemima's  departure,  which  took  place 
as  soon  as  breakfast  concluded)  to  hard  musi- 
cal practice.  Mr.  Cleveland  sat  by  as  auditor 
and  judge  of  his  daughter's  and  his  niece's 
success  in  their  several  attempts  ;  the  one, 
tractable  from  principle,  and  diligently  doing 
I  2 
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her  best  from  a  wish  to  give  him  pleasure; 
and  the  other^  delighted  at^her  own  import- 
ance^  and  proud  of  being  deemed  competent 
to  perform  the  part  of  an  instructress. 

Late  in  the  evening,  a  truce  to  these  ex- 
ertions was  obliged  to  be  proclaimed,  in 
consequence  of  the  arrival  of  company,  one 
individual  amongst  wbdm,,  an  exceedingly 
deaf  old  gentleman  (the  same  who  had  sat 
next  to  Adela  at  the  first  dinner  party  where 
she  had  met  Lord  Ennerdale)  always  looked 
so  imhappy  when  music  was  going  forward, 
that,  in  compassion  to  his  feelings,  Mr. 
Cleveland  forbore  proposing  it. 

Julius  returned  during  the  happy  inter- 
regnum, and  declared,  that  the  house  was  so 
unexpectedly  exempt  from  the  shrill  sound 
of  female  voices  by  which  he  had  expected 
to  be  greeted,  that  he  was  on  the  point  of 
proceeding  to  the  next  habitation,  conceiv- 
ing that  he  had  made  some  mistake,  and 
stopped  at  a  mansion  which  he  had  no  right 
to  enter. 

When  she  was  retiring  to  her  own  room 
at  night,  it  was  with  some  surprise  that 
Adela  found  waiting  for  her  in  the  corridor 
leading  towards  it,  her  faithful  Amy,  with 
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a  face  full  of  business,  and  the  most  evident 
impatience  to  communicate  to  her  some  im- 
portant piece  of  news. 

'^  I  should  be  frightened,  [Amy,  at  find- 
ing you  here  before  I  had  rung,"  said  Adela, 
"  if  your  countenance  did  not  assure  me 
that  you  have  nothing  unpleasant  to  an- 
nounce/' 

Amy  smirked,  and  twinkled  her  dark 
eyes,  but  forbore  to  speak  till  her  mistress 
and  herself  had  both  entered  the  bed-room, 
and  she  had  carefully  shut  the  door.  Then 
drawing  from  her  bosom  a  sealed  letter, 
she  mysteriously  presented  it  to  Adela, 
saying — 

"  There,  dear  missy,  that's  what  me  have 
got  for  you !" 

Adela  hastily,  and  with  a  beating  heart, 
looked  at  it — ^but  the  hand-writing  and  the 
seal  being  both  unknown  to  her,  her  spirits 
sunk,  and  in  a  tone  of  disappointment,  she 
said — 

"  Who  is  it  from.  Amy  ?  How  came  you 
by  it  ? — I  hate  such  an  appearance  of  se- 
cresy !" 

"  Ah,  well,  never  mind,  dear  missy — read 
it  for  all  that !     Very  pretty  young  woman 
I  3 
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give  it  me  in  the  dusk  this  evening  at  the 
garden  gate,  and  beg  me  so  hard,  oh,  so 
hard  to  let  you  have  it  safe!  She  no  say  it 
come  from  any  lover ;  but  yet,"  added  the 
good  creature,  nodding  facetiously,  "  but 
yet  me  do  believe  there  is  little  bit  of  love 
in  it  !" 

Adela  had  by  this  time,  after  turning  and 
examining  the  letter  in  every  possible  direc- 
tion, taken  courage,  and  broken  the  seal. 
The  envelope  was  blank,  the  letter  within 
it  was  from  Lord  Ennerdale. 

"Aha!  dear  missy,'*  exclaimed  the  ob- 
servant Amy,  delighted  at  the  blushing 
start,  the  sparkling  look  of  pleasure,  which 
proved  that  her  mistress  had  made  some 
grateful  discovery,  "  You  no  sorry  me  took 
the  letter  now ! — ^You  no  hate  secresy  now ! 
Me  be  sure  it  was  no  bad  secresy,  because 
the  pretty  young  woman  look  so  modest 
and  so  good." 

This  little  harangue  was  wholly  lost  upon 
Adela,  deeply  ingrossed  in  perusing  her 
precious  manuscript.  Its  contents  not  only 
perfectly  re-assured  her  as  to  its  writer's 
undiminished  affection,  but  dissipated  all 
dejection  from  her  mind,  and  left  her  placid. 
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re- animated,  and  full  of  confidence  in  his 
sincerity. 

No  clue,  however,  appeared  in  any  part 
of  the  letter  by  which  she  could  account 
for  the  unusual  mode  of  its  conveyance. 
The  Earl  only  stated  that  he  was  writing  at 
the  house  of  a  friend  some  way  out  of  Lon- 
don, but  should  depart  again  in  the  course 
of  the  evening,  and  besought  her,  if  (in 
compliance  with  his  entreaties)  she  indulged 
him  with  an  answer  to  direct  it  to  him  in 
town,  and  commit  it  without  scruple  to  the 
post. 

Dismissing  Amy  sooner  than  was  her  ac- 
customed practice,  Adela  determined  to  be- 
gin her  reply  to  this   dispatch   that  very 
night.     Her  time   during   the   day  was  so 
little  at  her  own  disposal,  that  she  was  glad 
to   avail   herself  of  any  uninterrupted  .mo- 
ment which   she   could  command.     Again 
she  read  the  EarFs  letter,  previous  to  con- 
cluding her  own ;  and  some  passages  in  it, 
lightly  passed  over  on  a  first  perusal,  now 
struck  her  in  a  sense  that  filled  her  with 
astonishment.     They  seemed  to  intimate  a 
hope   that  at  no  very   distant   period   she 
might  be  induced  to  relax  from  the  firmness 
I  4 
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pf  her  overstrained  obedience  to  parental 
authority;  and  they  touched,  cautiously, 
but  intelligibly,  upon  the  possibility  of  con- 
vincing her  that  a  private  union  would^not 
only  be  practicable,  but  pardonable. 

After  some  minutes  spent  in  painfully 
ruminating  upon  the  tendency  of  these  iii- 
§inuations,  Adela  snatched  up  her  pen,  and 
wrote  thus  :— 

'^  \  have  a  second  time  read  your  letter, 
^^  It  seems  no  longer  the  same.  From  its 
"  first  perusall  derived  nothing  but  peace 
^^  and  consolation  ;  it  now  fills  me  with  dis- 
*^  quiet  and  suspicion.  Pray  write  to  me 
^^  no  more  in  a  strain  that  so  fully  con^ 
^^  vinces  me,  it  is  your  deliberate  purpose 
"  gradually  to  lure  me  on  to  confound  right 
*^  with  wrong.  You  have  too  plainly  prov- 
^^  ed  to  me,  how  reasonable  was  the  unwil- 
*^  lingness  which  I  originally  felt  to  permit 
*^  this  correspondence,  and  how  entirely  my 
"  perseverance  in  the  path  of  duty  which  I 
"  have  traced  out  for  myself,  depends  on  my 
"  resolving,  (with  honest  distrust  of  my 
"  own  firmness)  to  avoid  rather  than  to 
*^  court  temptation.  Let  me  often  hear 
"  from  you  through  the  medium  of  my  sis- 
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"  ter  Somerville;  but  unless  you  can  en- 
"  gage  scrupulously  to  forbear  touching 
"  upon  such  topics  as  yon  have  now  chosen, 
^^  suffer  the  letter  which  I  have  just  been 
"  reading,  to  be  the  only  one  I  shall  receive 
"  from  yourself. 

"  Perhaps  you  will  accuse  me  of  harsh- 
"  ness;  if  I  merit  the  imputation,  forgive' 
^^  me — if  I  have  inflicted  upon  you  pain.  I 
"  shall  find  it  hard  to  forgive  myself.  But 
"  in  the  predicament  in  which  I  am  placed, 
^^  it  is  no  easy  task  to  reconcile  the  duty 
"  that  I  owe  to  my  father,  with  the  senti- 
"  ments  of  kindness  which  I  feel,  and  am 
^'  anxious  to  express,  for  you.  To  suppress 
'^  these  sentiments,  and  to  substitute  such 
^'  peremptory  language  in  their  stead,  costs 
"  me  so  severe  an  effort,  that  far  from  har- 
*^  bouring  against  me  any  displeasure,  you 
^'  should,  in  strict  justice,  think  of  me  only 
"  with  feelings  of  concern." 

Having  thus,  at  whatevev  expence  to  hef 
heart,  obeyed  the  stern  dictates  of  principle, 
Adela,  surprised  at  the  lateness  of  the  hour, 
betook  herself  to  rest ;  and  in  the  morning 
committing  her  letter  to  the  care  of  Amy, 
15 


178  TRAITS    OF   NATURE. 

Strictly  charged  her  to  put  it  into  the  post 
herself. 

The  return  of  another  day  brought  with 
it  a  summons  for  the  renewal  of  all  her  mu- 
sical labours ;  and  whilst  deeply  engaged 
in  them  with  her  singing  associate,  they 
were  both  startled,  as  well  as  Mr.  Cleve- 
land, by  the  abrupt  entrance,  through  an 
open  window,  of  a  small,  but  heavy  parcel, 
which,  in  its  decent  to  the  floor,  made  so 
loud  a  noise,  that  it  drew  from  each  of  the 
party  an  ejaculation  of  thankfulness  at  hav- 
ing escaped  receiving  from  it  any  blow. 

On  examination,  it  proved  to  be  a  formal 
petition,  tied  round  a  large  pebble,  and 
signed,  by  a  number  of  uncouth  names,  in 
the  form  of  a  round  robin.  Adela  was  de- 
sired to  read  it  aloud,  and  found  that  it  ran 
thus : 

"  To  Augustus  Cleveland,  Esq.  M.  P.  the 
humble  petition  of  the  distracted  scholars 
of  the  neighbouring  charity-school ; 
"  Humbly  sheweth,    , 

"  That  your  Honour's  poor  petitioners  can- 
not but  profess  themselves  sorely  aggrieved 
in  consequence  of  the   daily  interruption 
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given  to  their  school  hiisiness  by  the  inces- 
sant loud  singing  kept  np  at  your  Honour's 
mansion ;  which  said  loud  singing,  con- 
tributes to  their  annoyance  in  sundry  ways, 
too  numerous  to  be  here  specified.  When 
the  wind  blows  from  the  South-west,  it 
overpowers  the  sound  of  their  breakfast- 
bell,  and  sends  them  fasting  to  their  forms. 
It  renders  vain  all  their  eiforts  to  make 
themselves  distinctly  heard  by  their  Mas- 
ter, when  called  up  to  repeat  their  lessons ; 
and  your  Honour's  Petitioners  have  been 
flogged,  more  than  once,  for  mistakes 
they  never  committed — or,  which  having 
committed,  ought  solely  to  be  charged  to 
your  Honour's  account,  and  punished  upon 
your  Honour's  person,  accordingly. 

"  That  your  Honour's  Petitioners,  never- 
theless, acknowledging  that  they  have  no 
further  right  to  interfere  with  your  Ho- 
nour's family  recreations,  than  as  they  may 
be  a  nuisance  to  themselves,  do  hereby  only 
mean,  humbly  'to  supplicate,  that  your 
Honour  would  cause  your  windows  to  be 
shut  whenever  the  wind,  however  gently, 
blows  from  the  aforesaid  South-west,  and 
i6 
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especially    during    your   poor  Petitioners* 
school-hours : 

"  And  your  Honour's  Petitioners  will  hold 
themselves  for  ever  bound,  &c.  &c." 

Julius,  strongly  suspected  by  the  whole 
party  of  being  the  fabricator  of  this  ludi- 
crous remonstrance,  entered  whilst  it  was 
reading,  and  instantly  sustained  an  attack, 
which  had  he  been  guilty,  it  would  have 
been  difficult  to  parry.  But  though  incited 
to  hearty  laughter,  he  positively  declared 
himself  innocent,  and  pleaded  utter  igno- 
rance of  the  author  of  so  witty  a  per- 
formance. 

Mr.  Cleveland  then  desired  that  it  might 
be  no  more  mentioned,  and  called  the  two 
young  ladies  to  the  resumption  of  the  em- 
ployment which  had  been  so  impertinently 
interrupted. 

But  happily  for  the,  now,  thoroughly  fa- 
tigued Adela,  a  suspension  of  longer  dura- 
tion was  procured  for  her  the  next  day,  by 
the  interference  of  her  partial  admirer — 
Lord   Rothbury.     A  splendid   Review  was 

to  take  place  upon Common,  at 

no  very  considerable  distance  from  Rich- 
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mond  ;  and  his  lordship,  finding  that  Mr. 
Cleveland  did  not  purpose  to  be  present  at 
it,  entreated  him  to  confide  his  daughter 
and  his  niece  to  the  care  of  himself  and  his 
guest,  Mrs.  Monthermer,  the  lady,  who, 
with  her  invalid  son,  had  dined  with  the 
Cleveland  family  a  short  time  before,  at  his 
house. 

The  •  proposal,  after  some  demur,  was  ac- 
cepted ;  a  circumstance  at  which  Adela  had 
a  double  motive  to  rejoice  ;  she  had  never 
been  at  a  review — and  it  released  her,  for 
some  hours,  from  the  piano-forte. 

Mrs.  Monthermer,  the  two  young  ladies, 
and  Lord  Rothbury,  occupied  an  open  ba- 
rouche. Julius  and  Major  Monthermer 
accompanied  them  on  horseback. 

Amongst  the  carriages  stationed  on  the 
ground  before  their  arrival,  Avas  one  of  a 
very  elegant  construction,  containing  a 
party  of  ladies,  in  the  youngest  of  whom 
Adela  thought  she  discerned  some  resem- 
blance to  her  incognita  friend  of  the  boat. 
But  it  was  in  figure  only  that  she  could 
trace  this  likeness.  The  stranger  s  face  (had 
she  even  been  familiar  with  it)  could  not 
at  so  great  a  distance  be  accurately  dis- 
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tingaished.  The  expedition,  however^  with 
which  she  saw  her  hrother  ride  up  to  this 
carriage,  the  instant  he  perceived  it,  imme- 
diately put  the  matter  out  of  doubt. 

She  called  the  attention  of  Lord  Roth- 
bury  to  the  party,  and  asked  if  he  was  ac- 
quainted with  any  of  the  ladies  of  whom  it 
was  composed. 

*^  The  vehicle  they  occupy,"  replied  he, 
"  I  know^  perfectly,  but  its  mistress  is  not 
in  it.  Her  name  is  Elmer.  She  is  our 
neighbour  for  a  few  w^eeks,  having  lately 
hired  one  of  the  best  houses  on  the  banks 
of  the  river;  and,  I  believe,  that  her  sole 
study  is  to  fill  it  with  a  succession  of  the 
gayest  visitors.  The  ladies  you  now  see, 
are,  doubtless,  of  the  number." 

Soon  after  this,  Julius  galloped  back  to 
the  barouche,  and  delivered  to  his  sister  a 
slip  of  paper,  on  which  was  written,  with  a 
pencil  : — 

*^  How  did  my  r^oimd  rohin  prosper  ? 
"  Did  you  not  do  me  the  justice  to  recog- 
"  nize  in  it  the  friendly  hand  of  your  grate- 
^^  ful  moon-light  companion  ?" 

Adela  wrote  on  the  reverse  of  this — 

"  The  success  of  the  round  robhiy  like 
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^^  my  interview  with  its  kind  projector, 
"  was  too  transient  to  afford  me  permanent 
^'  advantage  :  but  I  thank  her  sincerely 
"  for  the  effort  which  she  made,  though  it 
"  was  one  that  came  in  ^  such  a  question- 
"  able  shape,'  that  some  of  our  heads  were 
"  in  danger  of  being  broken  by  it.*' 

She  gave  these  lines  to  Julius,  who 
having  conveyed  them  to  their  destined  pro- 
prietor, presently  returned,  bringing  her 
the  following  answer  : — 

^^  My  next  exploit  shall  be  better  con- 
"  ducted.  I  was  obliged  to  entrust  the 
"  execution  of  the  last  to  an  assistant, 
"  who,  I  fear,  proved  somewhat  clumsy 
"  and  inexpert  ;  but  you  must  allow,  that 
^^  in  itself,  *  the  plot  was  a  good  plot — an 
"  excellent  plot.*  My  aim,  however,  was 
"  to  discountenance  a  mania,  not  to  frac- 
"  tnre  a  skull.  Had  yours  been  injured, 
^^  your  luckless  champion  would  have 
^^  deemed  no  punishment  adequate  to  the 
"  perpetration  of  so  much  mischief." 

Here  ended  the  epistolary  intercourse  of 
the  two  ladies.  A  sudden  shower  of  rain, 
drove  nearly  the  whole  assemblage  of  fe- 
male   spectators    from    the    ground,    and 
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amongst  the  rest^  the  incognita^  and  her 
friends. 

Lord  Rothbury's  carriage  was  easily  con- 
verted into  a  covered  vehicle,  and  when 
the  servants  had  completed  the  operation, 
their  master  sent  to  desire  that  Major 
Month ermer  would  come  and  take  a  seat 
within  it^  and  not  expose  himself  to  the 
danger  of  getting  wet.  Julius  received  a 
similar  invitation  ;  which,  with  a  laugh,  he 
declined  ;  and  putting  spurs  to  his  horse, 
reached  the  villa  long  before  any  of  the 
party. 

A  new  trial  here  awaited  Adela  ;  but  it 
was  one  in  which  the  affections  of  her  heait 
were  so  much  called  forth,  that  it  wore 
none  of  the  wearisome  characteristics  at- 
tached to  her  late  musical  persecution. 

Her  father,  whilst  out  riding  during  their 
absence,  had  been  seized,  with  a  giddiness 
in  his  head,  which  had  caused  him  to  drop 
suddenly  from  his  horse.  He  was  taken  up 
by  his  groom,  and  an  assisting  labourer 
who  happened  to  be  passing,  aAd  conveyed 
insensible,  but  not  severely  injured,  to 
the  nearest  house.  There  he  had  been 
blooded,   and  some    time   afterwards,  was 
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gently  removed  in  his  own  carriage,  to  the 
villa. 

At  the  time  when  Julias  reached  home, 
nothing  of  this  accident  was  known  amongst 
the  domestics^  and  he  proceeded  without 
suspicion  to  his  own  aptirtment,  to  change 
his  dripping  garments. 

But  on  poor  Adela's  alighting,  the  fir$t 
object  she  beheld  in  the  hall,  was  her  fa- 
ther, pale  and  faint,  resting  on  two  ser*- 
vants,  and  slowly  crossing  it  to  reach  his 
own  study. 

The  trembling  agitation  with  which  she 
sprung  forward  at  this  sight — the  tender 
and  unaffected  alarm  her  countenance  dis- 
played, appeared  to  touch  Mr.  Cleveland, 
and  drew  from  him  assurances  that  he  felt 
himself  already  considerably  better,  and 
hoped,  after  a  little  rest,  to  be  perfectly 
restored. 

But  his  predictions  were  longer  in  veri- 
fying than  the  sanguine  wishes  o^  Adela 
had  led  her  to  expect.  During  nearly  a 
fortnight,  her  father  was  confined  to  his 
room  ;  and  even  when  he  left  it,  a  languor 
and  feebleness  still  hung  about  him,  that 
aeemed  to  bid  defiance  to  the  most  expe- 
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rienced  professional  skill,  and  resisted  alike 
the  salutary  effects  of  air,  exercise,  medicine, 
or  cheerful  society. 

The  fortitude  that  enabled  him  to  bear, 
with  manly   composure,  the  beginning  of 
the  seizure,  was  not  proof  against  its  lin-* 
gering  continuance.     He  grew  hourly  more 
fretful  and  impatient.     Adela  was  his  con- 
stant   and    indefatigable     attendant ;     yet, 
though  miserable  or  irritated  if  he  missed 
her  an  instant,  nothing  that  she  did,   no- 
thing that  she  even  proposed,  appeared  to 
yield  him  any  gratification.     Harassing  as 
such  unconquerable  petulance  might  some- 
times be  to  her  spirits,  if  any  circumstance 
could  soften  it,  it  was  the  conviction  which 
her  excellent  understanding  gave  her,  that 
in  despite  of  it  all,  she  was,  in   fact,  be- 
coming (imperceptibly  even  to  himself)  an 
object  of  greater  interest  to  him  every  day. 
He  would  acknowledge  no  pleasure  in  re- 
ceiving her  attentions :   but  the  attentions 
of  any  other  were  not  even  permitted. 

At  her,  if  he  never  smiled — at  every  one 
else  he  decidedly  frowned.  His  eye  anxious- 
ly followed  her ; — his  ear,  whenever  she 
was  absent,  listened  for  her  returning  foot- 
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Steps — and  though  he  seemed  to  disdain 
whatever  she  suggested,  he  did  nothing 
without  recjuiring  her  opinion.  From  these 
symptoms,  ungracious  as  they  were,  she 
extracted  hope  sufficient  to  support  her 
with  courage  through  her  task,  and  to  flat- 
ter her,  that  as  his  health  amended,  she 
might  reasonably  look  forward  to  amended 
days — days  when  she  should  not  merely  he 
tolerated,  but  loved.  She  sought  not  the 
meed  of  gratitude  for  her  services  ;  they 
were  her  father's  right,  and  her  own  first 
and  most  indispensable  duty  ;  yet,  if  they 
could  awaken  affection,  how  richly  would 
they  be  repaid  ! 

Julius,  who  at  the  beginning  of  Mr. 
Cleveland's  illness,  had  shewn  a  solicitude 
nearly  as  great  as  her  own,  and  abstained 
from  almost  ever  quitting  the  house,  find- 
ing that  not  only  his  convalescence  was 
slow,  but  that  Adela  was  obviously  a  more 
important  personage  in  the  sick  room  than 
himself,  graihially  relaxed  in  bis  assiduities, 
and  soon  left  to  her  nearly  the  whole  weight 
of  attendance.  "  You  are  defrauding  me," 
he  laughingly  observed  to  her,  "  of  all  the 
bard-earued  laurels  I  won,  in  the  character 
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of  a  nurse,  when  my  father  was  ill  at 
Bath.  He  grumbles  at  you — but  he  prefers 
you  to  any  body  about  him.  1  shall  consign 
him,  therefore,  to  your  care,  and  since 
you  have  succeeded  in  routing  me  from  the 
field,  have  only  to  hope,  that  you  will  tri- 
umph with  moderation,  and  that  the  first 
favour  which  I  have  to  solicit,  you  will 
generously  aid  me  with  your  interest  in  ob- 
taining." 


CHAP.   X. 

CONFLAGRATION. 


Whilst  thus  meritoriously  devoting  her- 
self to  almost  perpetual  assiduity  in  her  fa- 
ther's room,  Adela  was  at  once  gratified, 
perplexed  and  amazed,  at  the  pertinacious 
continuance  of  Lord  En  nerd  ale's  corre- 
spondence. How  his  letters  gained  access 
to  her  toilet  table,  she  was  unable  to  form 
the  most  distant  conjecture.  Amy  had  re- 
ceived instructions  to  refuse  undertaking 
their  conveyance,  and  Amy,  who  was  truth 
itself,    solemnly    protested    that    she    had 
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(however  unwillingly)  obeyed  the  rigorous 
decree.  Amongst  the  other  domestics,  it 
was  unpleasant  to  set  on  foot  inquiries, 
which,  perhaps,  would  but  strve  to  publish 
to  all,  what  was  now  known  only  to  a  few, 
that  is,  her  having  any  private  correspon- 
dent whatever.  She  Avas  better  satisfied, 
therefore,  to  rest  in  uncertainty. 

Yet  the  letters  themselves,  by  whomso- 
ever deposited,  constituted  infinitely  her 
greatest  objects  of  tribulation.  Ignorant 
of  Mr.  Cleveland's  illness.  Lord  Ennerdale 
desisted  not  from  pleading,  in  the  most  im- 
passioned language,  the  cause  which  he 
had  touched  upon  (though  in  a  manner  so 
much  more  guarded)  at  the  opening  of  the 
correspondence  ;  and  Adela,  shocked  by  his 
urgency  at  a  time  when  her  best  feelings  as  a 
daughter  were  all  called  forth,  thought  of 
his  arguments  with  unfeigned  condemna- 
tion, and  with  hourly  increasing  convictioa 
of  their  fallacy.  Was  this  a  period  to  talk 
to  her  of  deserting  her  post?  Was  this  a 
moment  to  discuss  any  projects  of  abandon- 
ing her  father  ? 

Yet  exhortations  of  such  a  nature,  con- 
tinually   reiterated,   and  -  proceeding    from 
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one  wiiom  she  so  truly  loved^  were  calcu- 
lated, she  feared,  to  be  but  too  dangerous 
to  her  principles,  and  too  alluring  to  her 
imagination.      Every   time    Mr.  Cleveland 
spoke  to  her  vrith  harshness — every  time  he 
looked  at  her  with  unkindness — was  quick 
to    take    offence,    and    hard    to    appease  ; 
these  tormenting  letters,  whatever  she  did 
to  drive  them  from  her  mind,  imperiously 
recurred  to  it.     They  haunted  her  in  her 
dreams,  they  pursued  her  through  the  day  ; 
"  and,"   as  she  wrote  to  Lord  Ennerdale, 
^^  robbed  her  of  power  to  snatch  from   any 
"  of  the  alleviating  circumstances  her  si- 
"  tiuation  occasionally  presented,  the  com- 
"  fort  she  should  otherwise  have  derived 
"  from  them.      The  height   of    happinesjs 
"  he   vainly  proposed    to   her,  took  from 
"  all  blessings  else,  their  value  and  their 
"  charm."      She    concluded   by  affirming, 
that,  at  so  ill-timed  a  moment,  it  was  really 
cruel  to  expose  her  to  such  conflicts  ;    be- 
sought him  generously  to  forbear  writing 
again  ;  or,  should  he  still  persist,  bade  him 
be  prepared  to  find  his  letters  returned  in  a 
blank  cover — unopened  ! 

This  was  a  threat  which  she  scarcely  be- 
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lieved  herself  capable  of  fulfilling ;  but 
which,  at  all  events,  might  produce  a  chans^e 
in  his  style  of  writing,  essentially  beneficial 
to  her  peace. 

Mr.  Cleveland  was  now  sufficiently  re- 
covered to  take  exercise  in  the  garden,  and 
to  walk  about  the  house  without  requiring 
support.  A  few  days  after  Adela  had  dis- 
patched her  last  decisive  answer  to  the 
Earl,  whilst  she  sat  at  work  in  one  of  the 
ground-floor  rooms,  and  Julius  was  reading 
to  her  some  ridiculous  story  in  the  news- 
paper, their  father,  who  had  gone  up  stairs 
to  prepare  for  his  first  airing,  suddenly  re- 
joined them  with  a  countenance  much 
ruffled,  and  holding  in  his  hand  an  un- 
opened letter. 

He  extended  it  to  his  daughter  as  he  ap- 
proached, saying,  in  a  tone  of  sharp  inter- 
rogation— "  Who  is  this  from  ?'* 

All  the  blood  in  her  veins  seemed  to  rush 
into  her  cheeks,  at  this  unexpected  inteno- 
gation,  and  trembling  as  she  glanced  her 
eye  towards  the  direction,  it  was  some  con- 
solation to  her  to  perceive  that  it  was 
written  in  a  hand  wholly  new  to  her.  Yet, 
she  but  too  readily  conjectured  the  quar- 
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ter  whence   it   came,  and  faintly   answer- 
ed— 
Li j<f.  I  do  not  know,  Sir." 

^^  Open  it,  then,"  resumed  her  father 
sternly. 

She  did  so,  as  well  as  her  shaking  hands 
would  enahle  her,  and  without  surprise!, 
though  with  the  deepest  consternation, 
found  all  her  apprehensions  realized,  and 
saw,  once  more,  the  well-known  character? 
of  Lord  Ennerdale. 

Speechless,  and  changing  colour  every 
moment,  she  had  no  courage  to  look  up, 
and  the  letter  dropped  from  her  hand  to 
the  floor-^ 

"  Again  I  ask  you,  who  is  it  from  ?"  iiA*^ 
periously  resumed  Mr.  Cleveland.  *f^' 

She  faltered,  her  lips  quivered — yet,  dis-  " 
tressed  as  she  was,   she  tremulously,  but, 
without  equivocation,  answered — • 

^^  It  is,  sir,  from — Lord  Ennerdale." 

"  And  this,"  indignantly  observed  he, 
^^  this  you  suffer  in  defiance  of  my  known 
<lisapprobation  ?  This  you  have  neither 
the  decency  nor  the  honour  to  forbear  per- 
mitting under  my  very  roof?  A  clandes- 
tine   correspondence    carried    on    by    ant^ 
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young  woman  with  a  suitor  her  family  re- 
jects, is  censurable  and  disgraceful :  in  you 
such  a  breach  of  propriety  is  a  flagrant  act 
of  ingratitude  and  depravity!  Who  is  it 
that  you  are  thus  encouraging  ?  Not  merely 
one  whom  I  have  commanded  you  to  re- 
nounce, but  the  du'est  foe  of  your  best 
and  most  disinterested  friend — the  very 
man  who  once  sought  to  destroy  your  bro  • 
ther!" 

Then,  pausing  a  moment,  and  alternately 
surveying  the  prostrate  epistle,  and  his  of- 
fending daughter,  he  presently,  in  a  tone  of 
sarcasm,  added— 

"  These  respectable  missives,  I  presume, 
have  been  frequent  ?  Do  you  receive  them 
daily  ?" 

"  No  indeed,  sir,"  in  a  low  voice,  replied 
the  mortified  Adela. 

"  At  all  events,  their  number,  probably, 
is  pretty  considerable !  Now,  Adela,"  con- 
tinued he,  with  great  severity,  "  hear  me 
attentively.  I,  at  this  moment,  renew,  and 
more  absolutely  than  ever  enforce,  my  pro- 
hibition of  Lord  Ennerdale's  addresses.  I 
forbid  you,  on  pain  of  my  ineconcileable 
displeasure,  to  hold  any  species  of  commu- 
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nication  with  him.  I  command  you  to 
destroy,  in  my  presence,  all  his  former 
letters,  and  to  return  the  one  just  received 
(unread)  in  a  blank  cover." 

This  last  proposal,  was  not  so  wholly  new 
to  her  imagination  as  to  be  utterly  insup- 
portalde ;  but  the  order  to  destroy  every 
vestige  of  a  correspondence  so  precious 
though  so  trying  to  her  feelings,  wrung  her 
heart  with  anguish.  She  looked  up  at  her 
father  with  an  air  of  timid  intercession, 
which  was  answered,  however,  only  by  a 
frowning  reiteration  of  his  commands,  and 
rising  slowly  to  go  in  search  of  the  de- 
voted packet,  he  detained  her  to  add — 

"  Assure  me,  on  your  solemn  word  of 
honour,  that  to  whatevei*  number  these 
letters  may  amount,  you  will  bring  them 

aiir 

Scarcely  able  to  speak,  she  indistinctly 
murmured  forth  a  sighing — "  I  will,  sir," 
and  was  suffered  to  proceed. 

What  passed  in  her  mind  as  she  ascended 
to  her  room,  as  she  drew  from  her  escrutoir 
the  proscribed  letters,  and  lingering  over 
them,  pressed  them,  as  if  to  take  a  last 
farewxU,  to  her  heart  and  to   her  lips,  it 
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would  be  vain  to  attempt  describing.  She 
heard  herself  impatiently  called,  ere  she 
could  bear  to  terminate  this  sorrowing  de- 
lay, and  re-entered  her  father's  presence  Avith 
the  pale  and  reluctant  aspect  of  one  about 
to  sacrifice  the  dearest  possession  of  her 
heart. 

Mr.  Cleveland  met  her  at  the  door,  and 
'seeing  that  the  letters  (for  vphich  he  eagerly 
looked)  were  in  her  hand,  he  bade  her  open 
and  throw  them  beneath  the  grate.  Then 
ringing  for  a  lighted  taper,  he  put  it  in  her 
trembling  grasp,  and  ordering  her  to  set  fire 
to  them  herself,  insisted  upon  her  standing 
by  to  see  them  consumed. 

A  sigh,  almost  amounting  to  a  groan,  es- 
caped her!  For  the  first  time  since  this 
scene  had  begun,  a  sensation  of  anger 
mingled  itself  with  the  bitteniess  of  her 
regret.  Yet,  she  had  too  much  forbear- 
ance or  too  much  pride  to  utter  any  useless 
supplications ;  she  even  commanded  her 
tears,  and  applying  the  flame  to  the  quick- 
ly-kindling papers,  stood  with  a  sort  of 
torpid  dismay,  to  witness  their  rapid  con- 
flagration. 
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When  it  was  completed;  "  yon  may  wish 
perhaps/'  said  Mr.  Cleveland,  "  to  know 
how,  and  where,  I  intercepted  the  letter, 
which  still  remains.  One  of  the  inferior 
female  domestics,  probably  bribed  by  yonr 
honourable  lover,  was  endeavouring  as  I 
passed  your  room  in  the  way  to  my  own, 
to  insinuate  it  under  your  door,  which  she 
had  vainly  attempted  to  open.  I  compelled 
her  to  surrender  it — and  this  very  day  she 
will  be  dismissed  from  my  service.  Are 
these  circumstances  to  do  credit  to  a  young 
lady's  reputation  ? — Are  they  lisks  which 
it  is  generous  to  expose  an  ignorant  servant 
to  incur  ? — Have  you  no  compunction  for 
the  mischief  you  have  brought  upon  her  ? — 
the  necessary  severity  you  have  forced  me 
to  exert  ?'* 

"  I  have,  at  least,  great  and  sincere  sor- 
row for  it!"  cried  Adela,  earnestly,  and  al- 
inost  forgetting,  in  this  poor  girl's  cause, 
her  own  disturbance.  "  Is  it  quite  forbidden 
me  to  speak  in  her  behalf  ?— Quite  impos- 
sible to  procure  her  pardon  ?  Ah,  surely," 
she  mentally  added,  ''  I  have  amply  pur- 
chased the  right  to  obtain  it !" 
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"  Dismiss  the  shadow  of  such  a  hope 
from  your  mind!  Her  sentence  is  irrevo- 
cable. There  is  no  servant  in  the  house 
whom  I  would  not  discard  for  a  similar  of- 
fence !  Be  thankful  that  your  own  Amy  is 
not  the  detected  trespasser.  But  why  is 
your  door  kept  locked  ?" 

Adela,  to  prevent  the  secret  introduction 
of  any  future  letters,  had  recently  charged 
Amy  never  to  quit  her  apartment  without 
securing  it  from  intruders,  and  had  no 
means  of  entering  it  herself  but  by  a  pre- 
vious application  to  her  attendant  for  the 
key.  She  was  unwilling,  however,  to  make 
an  avowal  so  little  calculated  to  gain  belief, 
and  suffered  her  father  to  conclude  that  the 
circumstance  was  accidental. 

He  now  called  upon  her  to  terminate  the 
whole  affair,  by  placing  in  an  envelope, 
sealing,  and  directing  under  his  own  eye, 
the  letter  which  he  had  sentenced  her  to 
return  unopened.  When,  with  a  heavy 
heart,  she  had  concluded  this  operation,  the 
carriage  in  which  he  purposed  taking  an  air- 
ring,  was  announced.  He  immediately  put 
the  newly-inclosed  dispatch  in  his  pocket, 
called  for  his  hat,  and  quitted  the  room. 
K3 


198  TRAITS    OF    NATURE. 

Julins  bad  been  a  silent  auditor  (not 
spectator)  or  tbis  wbole  transaction.  Near- 
ly from  its  commencement,  be  bad  conceal- 
ed bis  face  upon  bis  arms  as  tbey  rested  on 
a  table,  and  not  once  did  be  look  up,  till 
hearing  Mr.  Cleveland  sbut  tbe  door,  he 
arose,  took  bis  sister  affectionately  in  bis 
arms,  and  said  with  great  emotion,  *^  Adela, 
my  dearest  Adela,  you  have  the  temper  of 
an  angel!" 

The  unexpected  kindness  of  tbis  ad- 
dress quite  overpowered  her,  and  she  vi^ept 
upon  bis  shoulder  like  an  infant.  Tears 
started  to  his  own  eyes,  and  for  some  mo- 
ments they  were  equally  unable  to  speak  : 

"  My  sweet  sister,"  cried  he,  at  length, 
"  take  comfort !" — Such  unconditional  sub- 
mission, such  unexampled  gentleness,  must 
force  its  way  to  the  sternest  bosom  !  Adela, 
forgive  nty  passiveness,  my  apparently  heart- 
less passiveness,  throughout  tbis  odious 
scene !  I  have  interfered,  many  a  time, 
upon  points  infinitely  less  material;  but,  on 
this  occasion,  I  had  no  power  to  step  for- 
ward. Yet,  believe  me,  I  felt  for  you  most 
keenly !  I  could  no  more  bear  to  see  lasting 
aorrow  inflicted  upon  you,  than  I  could  en« 
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dure  to  suffer  it  myself.  Trust  to  time,  and 
your  own  meritorious  conduct  for  the  resto- 
ration of  your  happiness  ;  and  in  me,  dear- 
est girl,  fatal  to  it  as  I  have  hitherto  been, 
behold,  henceforward,  only  a  true  friend." 

**  My  kind  Julius,"  cried  Adela,  "  in 
what  other  light,  on  many  of  the  most 
important  occurrences  of  my  life,  have  I 
ever  had  reason  to  consider  you?  I  have 
no  words  to  tell  you  how  gratefully  I  prize 
such  a  friend — nor  how  consolatory  it  has 
often  been  to  me,  td  find  in  your  looks  so 
much  sympathy  and  affection.  But,  Julius, 
what  can  be  done  for  the  poor  young  w^o- 
man,  w^hose  dismission  I  have  so  uninten- 
tionally caused  ?'* 

"  Hang  her,  an  awkward  d— 1  !*'  exclaim- 
ed he,  '^  what  business  had  she  to  fancy  her- 
self qualified  for  tlie  part  of  an  intriguing 
chambermaid  ?  Her  blundering  clumsiness 
has  occasioned  all  the  disasters  of  the  morn- 
ing. The  best  thing  which  we  can  do  for 
her,  is  to  expedite  her  departure,  that  she 
may  avoid  the  reproaches  she  so  justly 
merits  ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  let  us  de- 
voutly hope  she  will  send  none  of  her  own 
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Stupid  race  to  apply  for  the  post  she  va- 
cates/' 

Bnt  notwithstanding  the  pretended  harsh- 
ness of  this  speech^  he  threw  into  his  sister's 
lap  two  or  three  guineas  to  send  to  the  dis- 
carded damsel  by  Amy^  and  bidding  her 
farewell  till  dinner-time,  marched  off. 

A  del  a,  since  her  residence  with  her  fa- 
ther, had  received  a  considerable  increase 
of  allowance  ;  and  now,  more  than  doubling 
the  sum  which  Julius  had  left  in  her  hands, 
she  hastened  to  make  Amy  the  distributer 
of  their  joint  liberality. 

Mr.  Cleveland,  on  his  return  home,  ad- 
dressed his  daughter,  and  in  all  respects 
behaved  to  her  as  if  the  affair  of  the  morn- 
ing had  never  occurred.  His  nephew  Tal- 
bot arrived  in  the  evening  to  take  up  his 
abode  at  the  villa  (as  was  now  frequently 
the  case)  for  some  days.  A  del  a  and  Julius 
welcomed  such  an  inmate,  at  the  present 
juncture,  with  more  than  usual  pleasure  ; 
and  the  hospitable  reception  he  obtained 
from  all  parties,  gave  an  animation  to  his 
looks,  and  imparted  a  delusive  joy  to  his 
heart,  which  he  scarcely  knew  how  to  dis- 
semble. 
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Talbot,  with  a  fervour  far  surpassing 
friendship,  had  loved  Adela  ahuost  from  a 
child.  Yet  accustomed  to  the  exercise  of 
the  steadiest  self-command,  and  aware  of 
all  the  difficulties  lying  before  him,  he  had, 
with  unexampled  circumspection,  succeeded 
in  disguising  from  every  eye,  but  that  of 
the  keen-sighted  Jemima,  the  symptoms  of 
his  attachment :  and  forming  no  plan, 
though  nourishing  a  thousand  alternate 
Aiopes  and  fears,  lie  had  quietly  watched  the 
progress  of  events,  and,  whether  adverse  or 
propitious,  trusted  wholly  to  them  the  deci- 
sion of  his  fate. 

Lord  Ennerdale's  pretensions,  and  the  re- 
pulse which  they  had  encountered,  were 
equally  well  known  to  him.  He  now  be- 
held Adela  disengaged,  and  exempt,  if  not 
from  all  attachment,  at  least  from  all  soli- 
citation. No  favoured  successor  had  step- 
ped forward  to  replace  the  Earl ;  and,  re- 
moved from  the  public  eye,  she  was  here 
an  object  neither  of  pursuit  nor  observation. 
The  brilliant  visions  which  her  noble  lover's 
persevering  assiduities  might  have  led  her 
to  indulge,  would,  in  this  retirement,  have 
leisure  to  fade  and  disappear;  and  though 
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Talbot  had  no  means  of  judging  of  the 
exact  state  of  her  present  feelings,  yet,  from 
the  general  placidity  of  her  demeanour,  he 
thought  there  was  reason  to  hope,  that  her 
obedience  to  Mr.  Cleveland's  will  was  un- 
attended by  any  of  that  extreme  wretched- 
ness which  would  make  it  presumptuous  in 
him  to  declare  his  sentiments. 

In  adopting  this  opinion,  he  reflected  not, 
that  in  many  cases  it  might  be  wise  to  judge 
of  others  by  himself.     His  character  had  in 
it  nothing  artificial ;  yet  no  man  was  more 
successful  in  concealing  from  those  around 
him^  the  mental  conflicts  he  sustained — the 
fluctuations  between  joy  and  despondency^ 
doubt  and  confidence,  which  succeeded  each 
other  in  his   mind.     Adela  possessed  the 
same  power  in  a  yet  more  eminent  degree. 
She  deemed  it  weak,  if  not  disgraceful,  to 
let  every  casual  observer  read  in  her  coun- 
tenance the  sorrow  of  disappointed  love  ; 
and  she  thought  it  culpable  not  to  repress 
in  private  as  well  as  public,  the  encroach- 
ments of  discontent.     Mumurs  which  she 
dared  not  vent  before  Mr.  Cleveland,   she 
struggled  to  subdue  when  alone.     She  per- 
petually endeavoured  to  bear  in  mind,  how 
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little  right  she  had  to  "  condition  about 
events  ;" — how  much  it  was  her  duty  to 
weigh  the  good  with  the  evil^  and  how 
probable  it  was,  that  when  both  were  fairly 
estimated,  the  good  (in  her  own  case  as  in 
so  many  others)  would  be  found  to  prepon- 
derate. The  reconciliation  with  her  father, 
assuredly  was  a  blessing  of  which  his  rejec- 
tion of  Lord  Ennerdale  ought  not  to  render 
her  insensible  ;  and  the  increasing  kindness 
of  her  brother,  was  a  source  of  hapj)iness 
which  she  needed  still  less  effort  to  value  as 
it  deserved.  But,  that  from  all  this,  re- 
sulted perfect  indifference  to  what  she  had 
lost — complete  forgetfulness  of  avowed  af- 
fection, or  total  renunciation  of  every  lurk- 
ing hope,  it  were  vain  to  assert.  Her  re- 
signation was  unmixed  with  apathy  ;  her 
composure  originated  in  no  disposition  to 
change,  or  even  to  waver. 

Talbot  had  sounded  his  father's  present 
sentiments  upon  the  subject  of  the  declara- 
tion which  he  meditated  ;  and  had  joyfully 
discovered,  that  many  of  the  objections 
which  would  heretofore  have  been  made  to 
his  choice,  w^ere  by  the  alteration  in  Adela'8 
^circumstances,  now  done  away. 
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The  General,  indeed,  would  have  wished 
his  son,  in  marrying,  to  have  aimed  at  giv- 
ing new  consequence  to  himself  and  his  fa- 
mily, by  the  extension  of  his  connexions, 
and  the  enlargement  of  his  influence, 
amongst  people  of  opulence  and  power. 
Yet,  indolent,  and  not  hard  of  heart,  he 
thought  that  it  was  scarcely  worth  while 
to  refuse  his  consent  to  a  match  which 
(though  inferior  to  his  own  views  of  ambi- 
tion) would  constitute  Talbot's  felicity, 
and  now  presented  on  the  score  either  of 
fortune  or  birth,  nothing  to  which  he  could 
reasonably  object.  Already  partial  to  his 
niece,  he  therefore  finally  concluded,  that 
the  best  and  least  troublesome  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding, wouhl  be  to  receive  her  cheerfully 
as  his  daughter,  on  condition  that  she 
should  obtain,  from  the  well-stored  coffers 
of  Mr.  Cleveland,  a  portion  equal  to  that 
which  he  had  bestowed  upon  her  two 
sisters. 

Thus  authorised,  Talbot  began  his  Opera- 
tions, by  an  unreserved  disclosure  to  Julius 
of  the  purport  of  his  visit : 

"  I  will  make  no  application,"  cried  he, 
"  to  your  father,  till  I  have  had  some  con- 
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ference  with  Adela — and  if  she  rejects,  or 
bids  me  delay  my  suit,  I  will  depart,  with- 
out giving  him  reason  to  surmise  the  motive 
which  brought  me." 

**  Then,  my  good  fellow,"  bluntly,  but 
kindly  replied  Julius,  ''  keep  your  walking- 
staff  at  hand  to  depart,  whenever  it  suits 
you,  as  unsatisfied  as  you  came  !  In  your 
life  you  never  sallied  forth  on  a  more  boot- 
less errand  !  Adela  is  as  much  devoted  to 
Ennerdale  as  ever — and  my  father,  to  be 
honest  with  you,  if  he  disturbs  her  projects 
of  faith  and  constancy  by  proposing  any 
other  man,  has  an  object  in  his  eye,  whose 
pretensions  will  form  as  insuperable  a  bar 
io  yours^  as  those  of  Ennerdale  him- 
self." 

Talbot,  much  alarmed,  besought  him  to 
be  more  explicit. 

**  I  assure  you,"  resumed  Julius,  "  you 
are  only  urging  me  to  give  you  the  heart- 
ache !  Adela  is  a  dear  and  admirable  crea- 
ture, and  I  can  easily  believe  that  any  man 
who  loves  her  as  she  ought  to  be  loved^ 
must  suffer  severely  when  convinced  that 
he  has  nothing  to  hope.     We  have,"  con- 
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tinued  he,  ''  a  confounded  old  neighbour. 
Lord  Rothbury,  I  mean — a  worthy  soul, 
too,  in  the  main ;  but,  unfortunately,  he 
has  a  nephew,  or  a  tenth  cousin,  now  on  a 
visit  to  him,  whom  he  designs  for  his  heir, 
and  for  whom  he  wishes  much  to  negociate 
a  match  with  my  sister.  The  good  girl  sus- 
pects nothing  of  the  matter  ;  hut  prelimi- 
naries have  been  discussed  by  the  two  el- 
ders ;  and  I  every  day  expect  to  hear  the 
business  gravely  announced  to  her,  and  to 
see  the  finishing  stroke  given  io  all  her  ex- 
pectations of  being  allowed  to  enjoy,  un- 
disturbed, her  present  ample  measure  of  tri- 
bulation.'* 

Here  evaporated  without  a  prospect  of 
renewal,  all  Talbot's  ideal  felicity,  and  the 
diffidence  which  he  had  so  recently  shaken 
off,  resumed  its  accustomed  place  in  his 
mind,  accompanied  by  the  keenest  regret 
at  the  aggravated  inquietude  which  he  found 
was  preparing  for  the  object  of  iiis  attach- 
ment.  " 

*^  And  have  you,"  cried  he,  "  whose  in-, 
fluence  was  so  great  when  the  rejection  of 
Lord  Ennerdale  was  in  question,  no  ascen- 
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dancy  over  your  father  on  the  present  oc- 
casion ? — Will  you  do  every  thing  for  the 
gratification  of  what  ought  to  have  been  an 
obsolete  and  exploded  prejudice,  and  no- 
thing for  the  preservation  of  Adela's  peace 
of  mind  ?'* 

"  You  are  talking,  honest  friend^  of  what 
you  do  not  at  all  understand !  I  exerted  not 
the  smallest  influence  in  the  affair  of  En- 
nerdale's  dismission.  I  was  out  of  town  at 
the  time^  and  wholly  unsuspicious  of  what 
was  passing.  Yet^  I  do  not  deny^  that  my 
father  thought  he  was  acting  in  conformity 
to  ray  wishes^  and  smothered  his  ambition 
chiefly  to  avoid  giving  any  shock  to  my 
vindictive  humour.  On  this  very  account,  I 
feel  the  less  confidence  of  success  in  under- 
taking to  counteract  his  present  scheme. 
He  may  choose  to  tell  me,  that  the  sacrifice 
which  he  made  to  my  fastidiousness  of 
one  titled  son-in-law,  is  enough :  and  the 
reversionary  prospects  of  this  new  preten- 
der, he  will  probably  be  so  far  from  disdain- 
ing, that  they  may  appear  to  him  desirable 
indemnifications  for  the  honours  in  posses- 
sion which  he  so  magnanimously  declined. 
Another   thing,    my   dear    Talbot,    I  will 
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frankly  confide  ta  your  discretion.  My 
own  concerns,  just  at  this  time,  are  in  so 
ticklish  a  position  ;  the  credit  which  you 
think  I  might  exert  for  Adela,  I  may  per- 
haps so  soon  be  taught  to  find  insufficient 
for  myself,  that  I  foresee  a  much  greater 
probability  of  requiting,  than  of  being  in 
any  predicament  to  perfor^m  the  good  offices 
of  an  interposing  friend." 

He  then  entered  into  a  detailed  explana- 
tion  of  the  difficulties  that  encompassed 
him,  which  filled  his  attentive  auditor  with 
amazement  and  concern.  Having  ended 
the  strange  narration,  and  listened  with 
unusual  patience  to  all  Talbot's  grave  but 
friendly  representations,  he  thus  terminated 
the  conversation : — 

**  1  have  carved  out  my  own  perplexities, 
and  furnished  the  materials  myself  for  the 
pile  of  embarrassment,  doubt,  and  anxiety, 
which  I  must  now  either  craftily  under- 
mine, or  batter  down  in  the  open  face  of 
day!  The  consciousness  of  having  been 
the  architect  of  so  intricate  a  structure,  by 
no  means  increases  for  it  my  veneration! 
and  every  impediment  to  its  demolition 
which  may  be  opposed  to  my  efforts,  will 
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heighten  my  regret  for  having  ever  reared 
it.  We  thoughtlessly,  or  rather  uncon- 
sciously, '  weave  the  warp,  and  weave  the 
woof '  of  our  own  destiny ;  but,  in  disco- 
vering the  fatal  misapplication  of  our  in- 
dustry, the  stings  of  self-reproach  consti- 
tute, perhaps,  the  severest  portion  of  our 
wretchedness.  How  I  shall  weather  the 
storm  which  I  first  rashly  excited,  and 
then,  yet  more  rashly,  exposed  myself  to 
sti-uggle  against,  it  is  not  for  one  so  dim- 
sighted  into  futurity,  to  decide.  I  have 
energy,  however,  though  but  little  pru- 
dence ;  and  a  sanguine  spirit,  though  now, 
at  times,  a  somewhat  timorous  imagination. 
If  I  fail,  Talbot! — But  avaunt  with  such 
gloomy,  such  hateful  forebodings  ! — Give 
me  your  good  wishes,  my  dear  fellow; — if 
I  demand  them,  give  me  even  your  services, 
and  above  all,  be  trusty  and  be  secret." 
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CHAP.    XI. 

TUTORINGo 

Some  time  elapsed  after  the  destruction  of 
Lord  Ennerdale*s  letters,  before  Adela  re- 
ceived intelligence  of  him  through  any 
channel  whatever,  or  was  even  enabled  to 
form  a  conjecture  how  he  had  borne  the 
contemptuous  restitution  which  she  had 
menaced,  and  then  been  compelled  to 
make. 

At  length  a  letter  arrived  from  Mrs.  So- 
merville^the  contents  of  which  inflicted  upon 
her  the  most  piercing  uneasiness. 

''  It  would  be  cruel/*  said  the  considerate 
Elinor,  ''  to  reproach  you,  my  loved  sister, 
"  for  an  act  which  we  are  all  convinced 
"  you  performed  hy  aatlioriiy — authority 
"  not  to  be  disputed.  How  Lord  Enner- 
"  dale  obtained  his  information,  he  refuses 
"  to  explain  :  but  he  seems  well  acquainted 
^'  with  some  recent  transactions  at  your 
^V  villa,  and  submits  with  a  better  grace 
''  than  I  expected  to  the  mortifying  treat- 
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"  ment  which  his  poor  letter  received.  I 
''  should  tell  you,  that  he  had  principally 
''  written  it  to  solicit  your  pardon  for  the 
^'expressions  which  had  given  you  such 
"  dire  o%nce  in  his  preceding  ones. 

"  He  arrived  at  his  frowning  edifice  ill 
*'  our  vicinity  last  night.  Lady  Isabella 
"  and  Mr.  Annesley  had  travelled  with 
*'  him  ;  but  he  left  them  both  to  make  the 
*^  best  of  their  novel  situation^  and  came  io 
"  us  almost  the  instant  he  stepped  from  his 


'*  cafiiage. 


**  And  now,  Adela,  let  me  ask  you  ;  have 
*'  you  amongst  your  surrounding  neigh- 
*^  boursj  a  Major  Monthermer,  related  to, 
*'  and  supposed  to  be  the  heir  of  Lord 
*'  Viscount  Rothbury  ?  How  chances  it, 
*'  my  dear  girl,  that  you  have  never  men* 
"  tioned  him  to  nie  ?  Are  the  frightful 
*'  reports  circulated  respecting  his  views  in 
"  being  so  frequently  your  visitor,  un- 
'"^  known  to  you  ^  Is  it  false  that  he  is  an 
*^  agreeable  and  a  prepossessing  man  ?  Is 
''  it  equally  false  that  he  is  a  particular 
"  favourite  with  ray  father,  and  that  de- 
'*"  signs,  wholly  subversive  of  our  better 
" Jhopes^  are  entertained  in  his  behalf?    I 
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'*  tremble  for  you  if  these  rumours  are 
^'  true  ! — Yet^  Adela,  remember^  for  one 
"  jear^  at  leasts  your  sacred  word  is  pledged 
*^  to  remain  free  !  No  threats^  no  terrors 
"  ought  to  impel  you  to  perjury.  Plead 
'^  this  promise^  be  firm  in  maintaining  it ; 
"  and  confound  not  the  merit  of  submis- 
"  sion  to  lawful  commands^  with  the 
**^  weakness  of  consenting  to  become  trea- 
"  cherous,  and  to  incur  dishonour. 

'^  All  here  are  in  the  utmost  anxiety 
"  upon  this  truly  alarming  subject.  Write 
^'  immediately.  Suspense,  which  Lord 
''  Ennerdale  quotes  high  authority  for  as- 
''  serting  to  be  the  only  insupportable  miS" 
''fortune  of  life,  makes  strange  havoc 
'^  upon  his  spirits  and  his  looks,  and  adds 
''  not  much^  you  will  believe^  to  the  sere- 
'^  nity  of  either  Mr.  Somerville  or  myself. 
"  This  last-named  friend  sends  you  his 
"  most  cordial  love. — Adieu.** 

Adela  still  held  this  letter  in  her  hand, 
and  was  painfully  ruminating  upon  its  pur- 
port, when  she  was  joined  in  the  garden^ 
whither  she  had  fied  to  read  it,  by  the  per- 
son to  whom  it  principally  related— Major 
Monthermer. 
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Hitherto  his  presence,  though  not  pre- 
cisely a  matter  of  indifference  to  her  (since 
she  admired  his  manners  and  conversation, 
and  felt  inclined  to  approve  all  that  she 
knew  of  his  character),  had  never  excited 
in  her  any  other  emotion  than  that  of  placid 
good-will.  But  with  this  letter,  represent- 
ing him  in  a  point  of  view  so  undesired,  still 
before  her  eyes,  she  could  not  now  behold 
him  without  experiencing  a  degree  of  con- 
fusion which  the  most  undiscerning  observer 
must  have  perceived.  It  certainly  escaped 
not  the  notice  of  her  present  companion  ; 
yet  he  abstained  from  making  upon  it  any 
remark,  and  hastened  to  inform  her,  with 
some  symptoms  of  risibility  in  his  counte- 
nance, that  he  had  been  sent  by  Mr.  Cleve- 
land to  communicate  a  project  to  her,  which 
it  was  earnestly  hoped  she  would  sanction 
with  her  approbation. 

''  Your  father,"  continued  he, ''  has  heard 
me  accidentally  mention,  that  during  my 
residence  in  India,  I  gave  some  attention 
to,  and  made  some  progress  in  the  study  of 
the  Persian  language.  Shall  I  now  tell 
you,  Miss  Cleveland,  what  his  proposal  to 
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me  has  been,  in  consequence  of  this  very 
undesigning  avowal  ?'* 

Adela  begged  he  would  speak  plainly, 
and  he  thus  went  on — 

''  I  am  required,  if  jour  consent  can  be 
obtained,  to  commence  vour  instructor  in 
this  useful  branch  of  female  knowledge." 

Laughing,  but  incredulous,  Adela  novr 
replied — 

''  Mj  father  certainly  meant  this  singu- 
lar advantage  for  my  cousin  Barbara  !  He 
knows  how  superfluous  it  would  be  to  offer 
it  to  me.  I  have  neither  inclination,  me- 
mory, nor  capacity,  for  any  such  under- 
taking." 

"  Yet  assure  yourself,  that  you  are  the 
person  I  was  directed  to  address.  Mr. 
Cleveland  says  he  is  too  nervous  at  present 
to  bear  the  sound  of  music,  and  therefore 
designs,  that  the  time  which  you  used  to 
dedicate  to  that  pursuit  shall  be  now  trans- 
ferred to  the  acquirement  of  this  novel 
accomplishment.  I  laugh,"  proceeded  the 
Major,  ''  but  not  so  much  at  the  thing  it- 
self, as  at  the  surprise  which  I  anticipated 
it  would  occasion  you,   and  now  perceive 
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that  jou  feel.  But,  rather  than  hazard  a 
remonstrance,  agree  to  endure  the  tran- 
sient torment  of  my  lessons  ;  I  will  not 
make  them  very  serious  or  tedious  evils; 
and  there  is  reason  to  hope  that  the  en- 
thusiasm for  Eastern  learning,  which  insti- 
gated their  being  proposed,  will  speedily 
subside/* 

A  disagreeable  plan  could  scarcely  have 
been  set  forth  in  less  forbidding  colours. — 
Adela  felt  and  acknowledged  herself  obliged 
to  the  Major  for  seeking  to  palliate  its  irk- 
someness  with  such  good-nafure;  and  after 
some  further  discussion  of  the  absurd  pro- 
posal, suffered  herself  to  be  prevailed  upon 
TO  accompany  him  into  the  house,  and  make 
known  to  her  father  that  she  was  at  least 
willing  to  try  the  new  scheme. 

But  Major  Monthermer,  could  she  have 
read  his  heart,  would  not  have  appeared  to 
her  so  wholly  undesigning  as  he  was  desirous 
to  be  supposed. 

It  is  true,  the  project  he  announced  to 
her,  and  seemed  to  attach  so  little  import- 
ance to,  was  originally  suggested  by  her 
father  ;  but  the  Mjijor  had  been  most  ready 
to  abet  and  encourage  it,  and  secretly  ex- 
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ulted  in  the  opportunities  of  daily  inter- 
course which  it  would  give  him  with  an 
object  he  so  greatly  ad  mi  red  J  and  to  whose 
good  opinion  he  was  so  solicitous  to  recom^ 
mend  himself. 

Too  much  a  man  of  the  world  to  be 
of  very  enthusiastic  feelings,  Monthermer, 
generally  speaking,  dealt  more  in  gay  flat- 
tery to  women  than  in  fervent  and  sincere 
tenderness.  Lord  Rothbury  wished  him  ear- 
nestly to  marry  ;  he  had  himself,  originally, 
no  wishes  pointing  in  the  same  direction. — 
Having  retained  his  freedom  till  the  age  of 
thirty-four,  and  been  accustomed,  alter- 
nately, to  the  bustle  of  a  camp,  the  convi- 
viality of  male  society,  or  the  retirement  of 
a  man  learned  in  classical  as  well  as  military 
knowledge,  he  saw  no  charms  in  the  pro- 
posal of  obtaining  a  companion  for  life, 
whom  his  habits  and  pursuits  had  left  him 
so  little  leisure  to  deem  essential  to  happi- 
ness. Rather  than  offend  his  noble  kinsman, 
however,  he  endeavoured  to  manifest  as  lit- 
tle repugnance  to  the  proposal  as  he  could, 
and  wisely  strove  to  resign  himself  to  inevi- 
table necessity. 

The  information,  after  two  or  three  in^ 
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tcrviews  with  Adela,  that  she  was  the  lady 
liis  relation  had  it  in  meditation  to  accom-^ 
pHsh  his  union  with,  considerably  altered 
the  tone  of  his  feelings,  and  facilitated  his 
task  of  appearing  perfectly  acquiescent. 
She  made  a  deeper  impression  upon  his 
mind,  and  exalted  more  highly  his  estima- 
tion of  the  power  of  her  sex  to  awaken 
esteem,  and  secure  attachment^  than  any 
other  female  he  had  ever  conversed  with. 

More  in  love  than  it  was  either  quite 
pleasant  to  acknowledge,  or  quite  easy  to 
feel,  he  detached  himself  from  the  society 
of  her  who  had  caused  this  revolution  as 
little  as  possible ;  evinced  great  anxiety  to 
hear  whether  the  negociation  hinted  at  by 
Lord  Rothbury  was  likely  to  prosper ;  and 
by  unremitted  assiduities,  sought  gradually 
to  propitiate  the  fair  enslaver,  whom  it 
was  become  so  much  his  interest  to  court 
and  serve. 

I'he  consternation  of  Talbot,  on  behold- 
ing the  Major  installed  with  such  ease  and 
promptness  in  his  new  office,  could  only  be 
equalled  by  the  surprise  with  which  Julius 
learnt  the  readiness  with  which  his  sister 
had    concurred  in   so   preposterous    an   ar- 

VOL.    IV.  L 
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rangement :  ^^  Do  you  know/'  said  he^  with 
his  usual  impetuosity,  "  what  you  are  about, 
Adela  ?  Do  you  know  that  you  are  encou- 
raging this  man  to  fall  in  love  with  you, 
and  giving  him  reason  to  suppose  that  you 
like  it  ?  In  the  De — Fs  name,  what  have 
you  to  do  with  his  Persian  pothooks,  and 
his  grammars  and  dictionaries,  and  pre- 
tended zeal  for  your  instruction?  Don't 
you  see  that  it  is  all  a  concerted  thing  be- 
tween him  and  my  father,  to  bring  you 
oftener  together,  and  to  accustom  you  by 
degrees  to  relish  his  assiduities  ?" 

"  Something  of  this  kind  I  do  indeed 
apprehend,"  frankly,  though  with  much 
disturbancej  replied  Adela ;  "  but  not,  my 
dear  Julius,  from  the  Major,  who  really 
seems  to  have  no  other  view  than  to  oblige 
my  father ;  and,  like  myself,  I  believe, 
thinks  that  the  scheme  might  well  have 
been  dispensed  with.  He  has  never,  by 
word  or  look,  given  me  reason  to  imagine 
he  either  wished  to  inspire,  or  himself  en- 
tertained, any  stronger  regard  for  me  than 
that  of  a  social  neighbour,  and  a  general 
friend  to  the  family." 

<^  Fiddle-faddle,  nonsense !  What  should 
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make  him  a  general  friend  to  the  family  ? 
He   has    hardly    known   us   a   month,  and 
certainly  would  be  perfectly  excusable,  were 
he  to   hear/ without    caring    three    straws 
about  the  matter,  that  we  were  all  to  be 
handed  or  drowned    to-morrow  ! — all    the 
male  part  of  the   household   i  mean.     As 
for  you,  whether  \t  be  a  matter  of  triumph 
or  regret  to  you,  I  know  not ;  but  be   as- 
sured, you  are  by    no    means  an   object   of 
equal    indifference    to     him.      I    therefore 
look  upon  it  as  one  of  the   m.ost  reprehen- 
sible actions  of  your  whole  life,  to  have  so 
<iuietly   sanctioned  the  plan  which  has  ad- 
mitted him  to  such  an  established  degree 
of  intimacy  in  this  house.     I   speak   thus^ 
upon  the  supposition  that  you  have  no  de- 
sign to  accept  him :  the  case   is   different 
if,  on  that  point,  your  mind  is  at  all  in 
suspense." 

"  You  so  little  believe  in  the  probability/ 
of  such  a  circumstance,"  -cried  Adela, 
greatly  hurt  by  this  intimation,  '^  that  to 
make  any  disclaiming  professions,  would 
only  be  unnecessarily  losing  time.  But 
anxious  as  I  am  at  once  to  conduct  myself 
with  integrity  towards  Major  Monthermer, 

L    2 
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and  to  escape  the  misery  of  incensing  my 
father_,  you  must  acknowledge,  dear  Ju- 
lius, that  I  have  a  most  arduous  part  to 
perform ." 

"  You  must  let  honesty  gain  the  as- 
cendant over  cowardice.  All  this  tempo- 
rizing is  not  only  blameable^  as  it  tends  to 
mislead  Month ermer,  but  as  it  manifestly 
threatens  to  be  injurious  to  your  own  in- 
terests. Speak  plainly  to  my  father  whilst 
it  is  yet  time — tell  him.  ...  " 

'^  I  dare  tell  him  nothing/'  interrupted 
Adela^  "  unless  interrogated :  and  even 
then,  such  is  my  dread  of  losing  the  little 
(the  very  little)  ground  I  have  gained  with 
him,  that  it  would  only  be  by  an  effort^  of 
which  you  cannot  estimate  the  difficulty, 
that  I  could  bring  myself  to  say  any  thing 
which  he  might  disapprove." 

Iheir  conference  was  here  interrupted, 
and  soon  after,  Adela,  with  more  than 
usual  reluctance,  was  obliged  to  repair  to 
her  new  language-master  in  Mr.  Cleveland's 
study. 

Though  these  lessons  were  considered  by 
the  politic  Major  as  mere  instruments  to 
Ufther  his  purpose  of  ingratiating  himself 
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With  his  lovely  pupil,  yet,  in  the  presence 
of  her  father,  he  affected  to  think  them 
of  some  consequence,  and  seemed  to  he 
really  interested  in  the  success  that  might 
attend  them.  Biit  the  moment  Mr.  Cleve- 
land left  the  room,  and  Mr3.  Monthermer 
(who  often  accompanied  her  son)  alone 
remained  to  interrupt  their  t^te  a-i^te,  he 
threw  off  the  pedagogue's  mask,  conversed 
most  a£:reeabK'  on  every  subject  but  the  one 
which  he  came  professedly  to  teach  ;  or, 
producing  some  entertaining  book,  either 
French  or  Enghsh,  read  to  her  whilst  she 
worked,  and  thought  his  pains  richly  re- 
quited, if  he  drew  from  her  one  smile,  cr 
succeeded  in  calling  forth  a  single  approv- 
ing remark.  Of  smiles,  indeed,  she  was  in 
his  presence  far  from  being  lavish.  The 
remonstrances  of  Julius,  and  the  warning 
sent  to  her  by  Mrs.  Somerville,  had  put 
her  on  her  guard ;  and  circumstanced  as 
she  was,  nothing  appeared  to  her  more  de- 
sirable than  to  establish  in  tlie  Major's 
opinion  a  firm  persuasion  that  she  was  dull, 
tasteless,  and  disagreeable. 

How  well  she  succeeded  in  this   humble 
l3 
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endeavour^  a  very  short  interval  sufficed  to 
ascertain. 

Mr,  Cleveland,  using  but  little  cere- 
xnony,  and  descending  to  the  condescen- 
sion of  but  little  preparation,  at  length 
summoned  her  to  a  private  conference,  for 
the  purpose  of  making  known  his  decision^ 
rather  than  his  ivishes,  in  Major  Monther- 
mer^s  favor* r.  His  style  of  expression,  in 
general,  was  far  from  being  f emarkable  for 
clearness ;  to  be  verbose  in  matters  of  bu» 
siness,  and  fatiguingly  circuitous,  seemed 
more  his  forte;  but  on  the  present  occa- 
sion he  w^as  memorably  concise  and  un- 
ambiguous. 

*^  Adela/'  cried  he,  ^'  it  gives  me  plea- 
sure to  observe,  that  you  appear  to  enter- 
tain no  prejudice  against  the  kinsman  of 
our  noble  neighbour,  Lord  Rothbury.  I 
have  serious  thoughts  of  accepting  for  you 
the  proposals  which,  on  the  Majors  be- 
half, his  Lordship  has  thought  proper  to 
make  to  me;  and  I  wish  you  hencefor- 
ward to  regard  your  agreeable  preceptor  in 
the  light  of  a  suitor  whom  I  highly  ap-  ' 
prove.      He    meditates^    on    some    family 
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affairs,  a  short  but  indispensable  excursion 
into  Ireland.  It  is  now  the  beginning  of 
August:  he  will  return  in  November,  and 
beff^re  Christmas,  I  hope  to  see  you  his 
wife." 

Heart-sick,  and  dismayed  as  she  was  by 
this  speech,  its  extreme  want  of  feehng, 
its  abrupt,  despotic  coolness,  inspired  into 
the  diffident  Adela  a  spirit  which  she  had 
despaired  of  hdug  ever  capable  of  exert- 
ing. She  was  silent  a  few  minutes,  still 
loth  to  provoke  her  father,  though  deter- 
mined not  entirely  to  desert  her  own  cause; 
and  then,  in  a  voice  which,  at  the  same 
time  that  it  trembled,  she  flattered  herself 
was  firm,  answered — "  I  have  put  it  out  of 
my  own  power.  Sir,  even  if  1  had  the  will, 
to  accept  the  addresses  at  present  of  any 
man  living — except  one,  whom  I  dare  not 


name." 


Betrayed  by  his  first  surprise  into  the 
indecency  of  uttering  a  tremendous  oath, 
Mr.  Cleveland  then  fiercely  proceeded  to 
demand  what  she  meant. 

"  You  are  not  privately  married?' 
cried  he. 

<^  No,  Sir  ;  but  I  am  solemnly  bound  by 
L4 
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an  inviolable   promise  to   decline^  at   least 
for  the  space  of  a  year,  every  proposal." 

,This  answer  restored  to  him  the  po\ve,r 
of  breathing  freely.  Offensive  to  him  as  it 
was,  what  he  had  at  first  apprehended  was 
so  much  worse^  that,  in  the  comparison,  it 
dwindled  into  an  evil  of  scarcely  any  mag- 
nitude.    After  a  short  panse — 

*^  And  upon  what  principle/*  cried  he, 
sneeringly,  ^^  could  you  think  yourself  au- 
thorized, my  moral  and  conscientious 
daughter,  to  contract  so  presumptuous  aa 
engagement  ?  Do  you  imagine  that  chil- 
dren, whether  minors  or  of  full  age,  who 
reside  with  their  parents — who  are  depend- 
ent upon  them  for  their  future  dower,  and 
indebted  to  them  for  present  maintenance 
and  protection — do  you  imagine,  I  say,  that 
children  so  circumstanced,  have  any  right 
to  make  these  sort  of  compacts  ?'* 

*'  When  I  permitted  myself  to  enter  inta 
the  engagement  of  which  you  are  speaking. 
Sir,    I    had   not  the  happiness  of  residing 

with  a  parent." 

"  But  I  suppose  it  has  often  been  con- 
firmed in  your  letters  since  r" 

^^   It  required  no  confirmation.    Si?;    it 
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was    ample    and    full,    as    originally    pro- 
nounced.'* 

A  mutual  silence  now  for  some  minutes 
ensued.  Mr.  Cleveland  walked  about  the 
room  with  a  brow  gloomily  overcast,  and 
with  strides,  which,  for  a  still  feeble  con- 
valescent, were  singularly  expeditious.— 
Adc  la  stood  leaning  aojainst  the  arm-chair 
in  which  she  had  been  sitting,  fearfully 
awaiting  the  result  of  his  rumination. 

"  Since  I  find  you,"  at  length  said  he, 
"  so  scrupulous  an  observer  of  your  word 
in  one  instance,  I  beg  to  lay  claim  to  some 
share  of  the  benefit  attending  this  puncti- 
lious exactness.  I  require  you,  therefore, 
strictly  to  promise,  that  the  Major's  visits 
shall  not  be  discouraged  ;  that,  on  the  con- 
trary, he  shall  be  received  with  the  same 
civility  as  heretofore  ;  and  that  neither  pre-- 
vious  to,  nor  at  the  expiration  of  the  time 
appointed  for  holding  my  authority  at  de- 
fiance, you  shall  presume  to  renew  the  ex- 
traordinary engagement  which  now  so  in- 
decorously binds  you." 

"   I  will  do  nothing,  Sir,  in  direct  viola- 
tion   of  your   commands.     But    may   I    be 
permitted  to  say,  that  the  former  part  of 
L  5 
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your  injunction  gives  me  great  concern? 
On  what  footing  am  I  expected  still  to  re- 
ceive the  Major?" 

Mr.  Cleveland,  who  delighted  in  an  op* 
portunity  of  delivering  a  sentence  dicta- 
torially,  now  pompously  answered — **  You 
will  receive  him  on  the  footing  of  an  ac- 
quaintance whom  your  father  highly  values, 
and  whose  society  he  will  hold  you  re- 
sponsible for  being  obliged  to  relinquish.*' 

Here  was  another  instance  of  compen- 
dious perspicuity,  with  which  Adela,  had  she 
been  in  a  humour  to  admire  the  pithiness 
of  laconic  elocution,  could  not  have  failed 
to  be  enchanted  ;  but  her  ear,  just  at  pre- 
sent, had  no  sense  of  such  beauties  ;  she 
was  listening  more  to  the  meaning  than  to 
the  arrangement  of  her  father's  words ;  and 
that  meaning  proved  so  particularly  unpa- 
lateable,  that  it  drew  from  her  only  a  sigh 
of  regret. 

Their  short  but  mutually  unsatisfactory 
dialogue  here  ended,  and  Mr.  Cleveland 
exacting  from  her  no  reply  to  his  last 
speech,  left  her  to  the  unexhilarating  em- 
ployment of  pacing  up  and  down  the  room 
in  nxious  and  almost  desponding  medita4 
tion. 
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The  first  interruption  that  was  given  to 
this  musing  disposition,  the  entrance  of 
Major  Monthermer  occasioned. 

"  I  come  not,"  cried  he,  "  to  harass  you 
with  a  summons  to  dry  study,  or  even  to 
its  semblance :  but  my  mother  is  going 
this  morning  to  Strawberry  Hill,  and  she 
sent  me  to  entreat  that  you  would  accom- 
pany  her.'* 

A  negative,  polite  but  decided,  was 
rising  to  Adelas  lips,  when  the  unex- 
pected return  of  Mr.  Cleveland,  and  his' 
ii?! mediate  acceptance  for  her  of  the  pro- 
posed scheme,  compelled  her  to  say  that 
she  should  be  happy  to  go. 

In  crossing  the  hall,  to  run  up  and  pre- 
pare for  this  excursion,  she  saw  Talbot 
Cleveland  and  her  brother  just  returning, 
from  an  expedition  on  the  water. 

*^  My  father,"  said  shp,  stopping  them  a 
moment,  "  chooses  that  I  should  go  with 
Mrs.  Monthermer  and  her  son  to  visit 
Strawberry  Hill.  I  wish  you  would  order 
your  horses  and  join  the  party." 

"  I   will  do   still  more,"    cried  Julius  j 
*^  for  if  there  is  room,  they  shall  give   me 
a   seat  in  their  carriage — or  rather^  upon 
L  6 
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second  thoughts,  they  shall  give  one  to  you, 
Talbot.  I  like  better  that  Adela  should 
be  seen  with  two  beaux  than  with  one  ;  and 
in  this  case^  it  may  be  more  politic  to  cou- 
ple the  Major  with  her  cousin  than  with 
her  brother." 

Talbot  proclaimed  this  to  be  an  extremely 
happy  thought,  and  Julius  contrived,  when 
the  carriage  containing  Mrs.  Monthermer 
stopped  at  the  door,  to  accomplish  its  rea^- 
lizatioHa 


CHAP.  XII. 

AMBIGUITY* 


Chagrined  as  she  was  at  being  under  the 
necessity  of  continuing  to  receive  sucli 
marked  attention  from  the  Major,  Adela 
felt  considerably  gratified  by  the  convic- 
tion that  no  absolute  renunciation  of  her 
promise  to  Lord  Ennerdale  would  be  insist^ 
ed  upon.  Glad  also,  that  the  indispensa.- 
ble  avowal  of  this  promise  was  passed— 
cheered  by  the  beauty  of  one  of  the  finest 
days  she  almost  ever  remembered^ — and  e»- 
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tertained,  even  in  despite  of  herself,  by 
the  varied  and  animated  conversation  of 
Rlonthermer,  her  native  vivacity  seemed 
insensibly  to  revive,  and  cliarming  as  he 
had  ever  thought  her,  she  now  appeared  to 
him  more  engaging  than  on  any  former  oc- 
casion. 

Amongst  the  innumerable  objects  of  cu- 
riosity and  admiration  which  the  singular 
mansion  they  were  visiting,  presented,  none 
more  forcibly  arrested    the   observation  of 
Adela,  than   the  extraordinary  collection  of 
rare  and  truly  valuable  portraits  with  which 
it  is  enriched.     At  every  turn,  some  coun- 
tenance met  her  eye  with  the  name  of  whose 
original,  either  history,  biography,  or  poe- 
try,   had   rendered  ^her  familiar.     That  of 
Madame  de  Sevigne  she  would  alone  have 
deemed    well   worth    a  long  pilgrimage   to 
behold.    That  of  Madame  de  Grignian,  her 
daughter,  was  no  further  gratifying  to  her, 
than  as   she  connected  with  it  the  remem- 
brance  of  the  charming  mother ;    the  ex- 
pression   of   the    face    wholly   disappointed 
her,  and  slie  felt  half  tempted  to  smile  at 
the   maternal  p^irtiility   that  had  so    often 
induced  Madame  de  Stvign^,  in  her  letters^ 
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to  extol  to  the  skies  the  beauty  of  such  an 
aspect!  The  sweet  and  touching  Duchesse 
de  la  V'alliere,  so  appropriat^'ly  termed  by 
her  judicious  cotemporary,  Vhumbleviolette  ; 
the  imperious  Madame  de  Montespaii,  who 
so  largely  partook  of  that  playful  but  sar- 
castic turn  of  wit,  peculiar  to  her  family, 
and  every  where  denoiiiinated,  f esprit  des 
Mortemars ;  and  amongst  the  portraits  of 
individuals  celebrated  in  our  own  country, 
the  exquisitely  beautiful  head,  painted  by 
Rubens,  of  the  Duke  of  Buckingham—- 
that  Buckingham,  whose  sudden  and  as- 
tonishing elevation  under  James  I.,  was 
followed  by  so  early  and  disastrous  a  death* 
in  the  reign  of  his  unfortunate  successor: 
—these,  and  a  multitude  of  others,  dis- 
tinguished for  genius,  for  wisdom,  for  grace, 
or  for  talents,  awakened  her  enthusiasm, 
and  gratified  her  understanding  in  a  degree 


*  He  was  assassinated  in  his  36th  year,  by  Felton, 
a  lieutenant  in  the  army.  His  son,  the  author  of 
the  Rehearsal,  has  been  delineated,  under  the  name  of 
Zimri,  in  Dryden's  Absalom  and  Achithophel  3  and 
Pope,  in  his  Moral  Essays,  Epistle  HI.  has  drawn  a 
most  impressive  picture  of  his  obscure  decease. 
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to  which  the  pleasure  of  looking  at  snuff- 
boxes, china,  old  watches,  and  japan  po- 
matum-pots, bore  not  the  smallest  pro- 
portion. 

As  they  were  passing  from  the  gallery  to 
the  room  called  the  Tribune,  a  new  party^ 
of  visitors  was  observed,  consisting  of  two 
ladies  and  a  gentleman.  In  one  of  the 
former,  Adek,  with  equal  surprise  and  plea- 
sure, recognized  the  lovely  stranger  whom 
she  had  so  long  been  unable  to  distinguish 
by  any  appellation  but  that  of  the  capricious 
beauty.  Talbot  and  Julius  both  discovered 
her  nearly  at  the  same  moment,  and  the 
former  immediately  went  up  to  her.  Julius 
held  back  during  a  short  interval,  and  at- 
tentively examined  her  companions  :  this 
ceremony  over,  he  also  stepped  forward 
and  made  his  bow  with  great  apparent 
satisfaction. 

The  two  parties  now  proceeded  together, 
and  Adela,  much  engrossed  hy  the  fair  in- 
cognita, became  considerably  less  attentive 
to  the  inanimate  part  of  the  entertainment. 
Frequently  did  the  eyes  of  these  mutually- 
observant  ladies,  meet ;  and  frequently  did 
Adela  perceive,  that  she  was  made  the  sub- 
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ject  of  some  whispered  remark,  addressed 
either  to  her  brother  or  to  Talbot  That 
these  were  not  of  an  unfivourable  nature, 
the  flattering  expression  of  countenance 
with  which  they  were  accompanied^  suffi- 
ciently testified. 

"  You  have  effected,"  said  Major  Mon^* 
thermer,  '^  a  complete  conquest  of  the 
youngest  of  the  newly-arrived  ladies.  Has 
she  produced  upon  you,  Miss  Cleveland,  an 
impression  equally  advantageous  ?" 

"  Indeed  she  has.- — I  have  seen  her  be*- 
fore,  and  she  has  always  struck  me  as  being 
one  of  the  most  lovely  creatures  it  is  possi- 
ble to  behold." 

"  But,  if  any  daring  wight,  myself  for 
instance,  should  venture  to  controvert  this 
opinion,  would  you  make  no  allowance  for 
diversity  of  taste  r" 

"  Would  you  persuade  me  to  make  allow-^ 
ance  for  a  perverted  taste  ?" 

"  I  begin  to  think,  that  this  new  comer 
is  your  friend,  as  well  as  your  standard  of 
perfection  ?" 

"  No,  I  do  not  even  know  who  she  is." 

"  Perhaps,  then,  I  may,  without  offence, 
be  permitted  to  declare,  that  had  1  seen  her^ 
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even  before  I  obtained  the  happiness  of 
knowing  you^  my  heart  would  have  been  as 
safe  from  all  surprise,  as  it  is  now  incapable 
of  all  change." 

T'nis  was  a  speech  which  Adela  wished 
him  to  believe  she  found  too  ambiguous  for 
her  comprehension,  though  a  tell-tale  blush 
w^hich  she  turned  away  to  hide,  betrayed 
but  too  palpably  her  consciousness  of  his 
meaning.  More  elated  than  the  occasion 
warranted,  the  poor  Major,  hailing  this  de- 
lusive blush,  as  a  happy  omen,  ^  smiled 
with  superior  love,'  and  looked  and  felt  en- 
chanted. 

His  ill- suppressed,  though  silent,  exulta- 
tion, was  at  its  height,  when  Adela  was 
startled  by  a  voice  close  to  her  ear  that 
whispered — 

"  I  dont  half  like  the  looks  with  which 
you  listen  to  that  insinuating  Major  !  Take 
care  ! — You  have  a  certain  friend  in  Nor- 
thumberland to  whom  I  may  find  means^of 
conveying  some  very  malicious  reports." 

Turning  hastily  round,  Adela  discovered 
in  the  person  who  was  speaking  to  her.  the 
nameless  lady  she  had  been  so  zealously  ex- 
tolling ;  but  ere  she  could  answer  her,  thft 
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bright  vision  was  gone,  leaving,  however, 
a  full  conviction^  upon  the  mind  of  her  au- 
ditress,  that  the  object  to  whom  JuHus  was 
attached — -the  songstress  of  the  boat — -and 
the  capricious  beauty,  were  but  one  and  the 
same  individual.  The  whispered  remon- 
strance had  not  been  uttered  in  so  guarded 
a  tone  as  to  disguise  from  Adela  the  well- 
remembered  voice  of  her  mysterious  ac- 
quaintance :  and  she  now  waited  with  impa- 
tience for  an  opportunity  of  obtaining  from 
Talbot  all  the  information  respecting  her 
name  and  family  which  she  believed  hina 
capable  of  furnishing. 

But  Talbot,  whether  tutored  by  JuliuSj 
or  disposed  to  mystery  from  motives  of  his 
own,  disappointed  her  expectations,  and 
declined  giving  her  the  slightest  clue  by 
which  to  dispel  her  uncertainty.  In  vain 
she  urged,  petitioned,  and  remonstrated ; 
he  remained  inflexible,  and  she  was  obliged 
to  quit  Strawberry  Hill  as  uninformed  upon 
this  subject  as  she  had  entered  it. 

Whilst  at  breakfast  a  few  days  subse- 
quent to  this  excursion,  Mr.  Cleveland,; 
amongst  other  letters  brought  by  the  post, 
received  one  of  considerable  length,  and  of 
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a  description  to  excite  the  utmost  surprise, 
from  Sir  Patrick  Harley. 

The  methodical   Baronet  began   by  set- 
ting forth  in  pompous  terms,  his  high  ad- 
miration of  the  elegance,  accomplishments, 
and  beautj^  of  Miss  Cleveland.     He  stated 
the  wish  which  he  had  long  entertained  of 
making   such  proposals  to  her,  as  she  and 
her  father   might  deem  worthy  of  their  at- 
tention ;  but  justified  the  delay  to  which  he 
had  been  unavoidably  compelled,  on  the  plea 
of  having  had  some  previous  arrangements 
to  make  in  his  affairs,  which  had  proved 
slower  in  bringing  to  a   termination  than 
he  had  originally  expected.     But  now  that 
he  found   himself  at   liberty  to  declare  his 
intention,  it  was  with  deep  regret  he  learnt, 
that  Mr.  Cleveland  had  views  for  his  daugh- 
ter, which,  he  feared,  were  totally  in  oppo- 
sition to  his  own  long-indulged  hopes.     As^ 
this  was  the  case   (and  he  had  reason   to 
think  his  information  came  from  undoubted 
authority)  he  ended,  with   much    tiresome 
circumlocution,  by  making  a  grave  appli- 
cation for  leave  to  transfer  the  offer  of  his 
hand,  title,  and  fortune,  to  Miss  Cleveiand'a- 
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charming  sister  —  the  gay  and  blooming 
Mrs.  Erington. 

The  whole  of  this  letter  was  listened  to 
by  Julius  with  bursts  of  uncontroulable 
laugliter,  and  its  conchision  almost  threw 
himin  to  convulsions. 

"  Flere's  a  fellow  of  accdmmodating 
mould  r  cried  be;  "  commend  me  to  these 
easy  tramferrers  of  aflection  !  Tbey  are 
more  to  be  envied  than  any  class  of  people 
under  heaven.  A  stoic  loves  nothing — a 
libertine  loves  a  dozen  at  a  time  — a  rejected 
Corydon  breaks  his  heart  and  dies  ;  but 
here's  a  practical  philosopher,  who,  when 
foiled  in  one  project^  turns  coolly  to  the  pro- 
secution of  another,  and  finds,  in  whichso- 
ever fair  is  most  attainable,  the  most  de- 
serving object  of  his  pursuit. 

Mr.  Cleveland's  animadversions  upon* 
the  letter  were  neither  so  merry  nor  so  sar- 
castic. A  match  of  this  splendid  descrip- 
tion for  either  of  his  daughters,  was  no  sub- 
ject of  derision  in  his  eyes  :  and  he  very 
speedil^^  retired  to  compose  as  handsome  an 
answer  to  the  Baronet's  proposal  as  it  was 
in.  the  power  of  gratified  ambition  to  dictate* 
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Meanwhile  Adela,  who  had  likewise  re- 
ceived letters,  was  occupied  in  perusing 
them  with  the  liveliest  interest.  That  which 
first  claimed  her  attention  was  from  Wil- 
liam Hampden.  Its  date  gave  her  the  im- 
mediate and  welcome  information,  that  he 
was  at  his  father's ;  and  from  its  general 
purport,  she  had  the  satisfaction  of  learning 
that  his  health  was  rapidly  improving, — 
that  his  spirits  were  revived,  and  his  hopes 
of  advancement  in  his  profession  were  san- 
guine. His  father,  he  said,  had  consented 
to  receive  a  loan  from  Lord  Ennerdale  to- 
wards the  purchase  of  a  company ;  and  as 
soon  as  the  negociation  was  finally  adjusted, 
he  expected  to  be  called  upon  to  join  his 
regiment,  still  serving  abroad.  No  further 
intelligence  of  the  disposition  which  Sir 
Thomas  Forester  continued  to  'entertain 
towards  himself  and  his  wife,  had  reached 
them.  Mrs.  Forester  had  never  written 
since  the  plausible  letter  that  he  had  shewn 
to  Adcla  when  they  last  met  in  town.  He 
professed  himself  to  be  perfectly  reconciled 
to  the  old  Baronet's  persevering  neglect-^ 
*'  and  my  wile,"  added  he,  *'  though  griev- 
1'  ed  as  a  daughter,  bears  the  mortification. 
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"^^  in  other  respects^  like  a  true  heroine.  She 
^^  is  delighted  at  her  reception  here,  and 
^'  endears  herself  more  and  more  to  every 
^^  individual  of  my  family.  My  mother  is 
^^  particularly  pleased  with  her,  and  my 
"  sisters  vie  with  each  other  in  shewing  her 
^'  the  fondest  attention.  We  go  next  Mon- 
^^  day  for  a  v/eek  to  visit  your  friend  Ruth, 
^^  and  her  deserving  husband^  whom,  from 
*^  the  little  I  have  yet  seen  of  him,  I  feel 
^^  disposed  to  consider  with  much  regard." 

This  letter  could  not  be  said  to  recall  to 
Adela's  remembrance  the  design  which  «he 
liad  wished,  rather  than  dared,  to  entertain  . 
of  interesting   her  father  in    the  cause  of 
these  young  people,  and  of  inducing  him 
to  apply  in  their  behalf  to  his  former  asso- 
ciate.   Sir   Thomas.      She   had  never  lost 
sight  of  this  object ;  but  her  own  influence 
still  appeared  so  feeble  and  precarious,  tftat 
she  had  been  unable  to  gather  courage  to 
venture  any  application.     She  now,    how- 
ever, determined,  rather  to  hazard  a  repulse, 
than  to   suO'er   the   business,    many    days 
longer,  to  remain  unattempted. 

The  letter  which  accompanied  this,  came 
from  Mrs,  Erington,  and  was  most  truly 


TRAITS    OF    NATURB.  239 

conformable  to  that  lady's  sprightly  yet 
speculating  turn  of  mind. 

After  telling  Adela  that  she  was  still  in 
Hampshire,  and  had  no  immediate  thoughts 
of  removing,  she  proceeded,  with  triumph- 
ant gaiety,  to  talk  of  her  success  with  Sir 
Patrick: 

*^  To  be  sincere,**  she  said,  ^^  I  accepted 
^^  the  invitation  hither,  solely  because  I 
*^  knew  that  it  would  place  me  within  five 
'^  miles  of  his  residence,  and  enable  me, 
'*  as  he  is  a  frequent  visitor  in  this  family, 
^*  to  see  him  as  often  throughout  the  sum- 
•^"  mer  as  might  be  needful  for  my  project, 
^*  I  had  every  reason  to  believe,  that  a  ha- 
*^  bit  of  regular  intercourse,  or,  (if  you  will) 
*'  call  it  a  system  of  regular  attack,  carried 
^'  on  when  i/ou  were  remote  from  the  field 
^'  of  contest,  would,  in  the  end,  prove  suc- 
'^  cessful.  I  have  long  held  the  second 
^'  place  in  his  good  graces  ;  nay,  whilst  you 
*^  shut  yourself  up  so  chDsely  to  attend  upon 
"  Elinor  during  her  confinement,  I  literally 
^^  held  the  Jirst, — Once  more,  Adela,  that 
*'  envied  post  is  restored  to  me ;  and,  if  I 
^^  forfeit  it  again  by  suffering  him  to  step 
"  within  the   magic  circle  of  your  attrac- 
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^^  lions,  call  me  blunderer,  unworthy  to 
^^  outshine  all  competitors  in  fashion  and 
'^  in  splendour,  oa  my  next  appearance 
*^  upon  tlie  London  stage! 

"  My  father  will  receive  official  informa- 
'^  tion  of  the  Baronet's  fixed,  though  tardy 
"  resolution,  by  this  day's  post.     Waste  no 
**  breath  in  sighing  at  the  fate  to  which  I 
*'  have  condemned  myself.  I  *  wed  his  acres, 
**  7wt  his  nohle  mind,'  and  shall  be  quite  as 
*'  happy  as  I  expect,  and  less  liable  to  dis- 
"  appointment    than    half   the  folks    who 
*^  marry   upon    higher  principles.      At  ail 
•'  events,  before  the  expiration  of  a  month, 
*^  if  you  behave  well,  and  if  1  approve  the 
*^  style  of  your  next  letter,  you   shall  re- 
*^  ceive,  from  Lady  Harley,-  a  silver  favour 
*^  as  brilliant  as  your  own  eyes  ! — But  spare, 
"  spare  me,  good  Cassandra^  all  Useless  and 
"  dejecting  prophecies!" 

Though  Adela  could  not  repress  a  smile 
at  the  substance  and  diction  of  this  strange 
scroll,  (whence  so  obviously  peeped  forth^ 
amidst  all  its  pretended  bravery,  a  senti- 
ment of  latent  self-reproach)  she  had  regard 
enough  for  its  infatuated  writer,  to  consi- 
der a  union  formed  upon  such  heartless  and 
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worldly  views^  as  a  very  melancholy  cir- 
cumstance. She  hadj  indeed,  long  suspect- 
ed that  Alicia  was  deliberately  aiming  to 
supplant  her  in  Sir  Patrick's  favour ;  but 
knowing  the  coquettish  turn  of  her  charac- 
ter, she  had  believed  that  this  scheme  was 
carried  on  more  from  a  desire  of  extending 
her  conquests,  than  with  any  serious  vi^ish 
of  becoming  his  wife.  The  event  proved 
how  much  she  was  mistaken,  and  the  glit- 
tering but  uninviting  prospect  to  which 
Mrs.  Erington  was  sacrificing  herself,  chil- 
led her  heart,  whenever  she  reflected  upon  it. 
Her  own  perplexities,  however,  allowed 
her  but  little  time  to  dwell  upon  the  proba- 
ble, but  self-incurred  unhappiness  of  others. 
Mrs.  Somerville  continued  to  write  the 
most  pressing  remonstrances  against  the 
tacit  encouragement  which  she  was  giving 
to  the  Major ;  and  Adela  herself  recoiled  at 
the  apparent  duplicity  of  her  conduct  to- 
wards him.  Flatteringly  distinguished  by 
Mr.  Cleveland,  he  was  a  welcome,  nay,  an 
invited  guest,  at  all  periods  of  the  day. 
Urged  on  by  Lord  Rothbury,  who  contmu- 
ally  became  more  solicitous  for  the  match; 
and    perhaps    instigated  beyond   all  other 

VOL.    IV.  M 


242  TRAITS    OF    NATURE. 

motives,  by  a  lurking  vanity  which  blinded 
him  to  every  chance  of  failure,  the  Major 
had  now  often  spoke  so  intelligibly,  and 
seemed  so  little  discomfited  by  Adela*s 
grave  vsilence,  that  without  waiting  for  the 
formality  of  hearing  from  her  lips  a  confirma- 
tion of  his  hopes,  he  had  all  the  air,  and, 
indeed,  all  the  self  complacent  feelings,  of 
a  man  assured  of  success.  It  was  this  easy 
presumption  that  alone  rendered  tolerable 
to  her  the  idea  of  the  disappointment  which 
awaited  him.  Had  he  added  greater  diffi- 
dence to  the  innumerable  good  qualities 
which  she  was  willing  to  ascribe  to  him, 
her  uneasiness  at  the  treacherous  tolerance 
she  was  forced  to  s:rant  him,  would  have 
preyed  incessantly  upon  her  mind,  and  de- 
prived her  of  every  ray  of  comfort. 

^^  I  have  only  to  hope,"  she  mentally 
cried,  *^  that  the  same  vanity  by  which  he 
is  so  easily  beguiled,  will  serve,  as  easily,  to 
console  fiim.  1  have  always  heard,  that 
men  who  are  very  confident  in  the  success 
of  their  own  merit,  are  cold  of  heart,  and 
less  subject,  m  case  of  a  defeat,  to  the  in- 
trusions of  grief,  thao  to  the  more  comfort- 
able sensatix)ns  of  disdain." 
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But  Major  Monthermer  was  noi  cold  of 
heart :  and  even  his  conceit  was  not  the  con- 
ceit of  a  shallow  coxcomb.     It  resulted  in 
part  from  a  gay  and  sanguine  temper,  and 
in  part^  from    his  being  wholly  unpractised 
in  affairs   of  serious  courtship.     He  took  it 
for  granted,   that  all  ladies,   as  young,   and 
as  much  under  the  controul  of  paternal  au- 
thority as  Adela,  listened  to  the  professions 
of  a   lover^  approved  by  their   father,  with 
the  same  silent  acquiescent  timidity  which 
he  had  found  it  impossible  ever  to  conquer 
in  Iier.     He  was    told   there   were   reasons 
that  prevented    the    immediate  celebration 
of  the   marriage,    but   that   these  had  any 
reference  to   her  averseness  from   the  mar- 
riage altogether,  he   had  not  the   shghtest 
suspicion.     A  transient  delay  he  could  well 
submit  to  ;  it  suited  better  with  his  wishes, 
indeed,  than  a  speedier  engagement,  as  his 
presence  in   Ireland  was   urgently  required, 
and    he  was     anxious  to   brincf  the  atfairs 
which  called  him  thither  to  a  termination, 
before  he  connectdd    him>jelf   with    a  wife 
whom   he    should  be  equally  loth   to  carry 
M'ith  him   on    an   unpleasant  expedition,  or 
to  quit  for  so  indefinite  a  period* 
M    2 
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Meanwhile,  the  absurd  scheme  of  teach- 
ing her  Persian,  which,  at  first,  he  so  readily 
adopted,  as  a  pretence  for  those  visits  tliat 
were  now  permitted  without  any  pretence 
Rt  all,  was  happily  abandoned,  and,  to  Ade- 
la's  great  relief,  no  other  exclusive  pursuit 
was  substituted  in  its  place.  Music,  in- 
deed, she  was  still  compelled  to  cultivate 
more  sedulously  than  her  natural  inclina- 
tion prompted  ;  but  provided  the  Major  was 
by,  to  read,  to  walk,  or  to  converse  with 
her,  Mr.  Cleveland  was  content  to  remit 
some  part  of  his  former  importunity  upon 
the  subject,  and  to  sufTer  her,  on  the  whole, 
to  pass  her  time  with  but  little  molestation. 

One  evening,  that  on  her  return  from  a 
long  ramble,  taken,  as  usual,  with  Monther- 
mer,  and,  at  htr  pressing  solicitation,  with 
Julius,  (who  wanted,  however,  to  direct  his 
steps  a  dirFerent  wuyj  she  heard,  on  re-en- 
tering the  house,  tiiat  her  father  was  gonq 
to  spend  an  hour  or  two  with  Lord  Roth* 
bury.  Nobody  else  ix^mained  to  relieve 
her  from  the  whole  task  of  entertaining  her! 
military  escort.  Julius  had  quitted  them 
at  the  garden-gate ;  Talbot  was  no  longer 
their  guest;  and  feeling  very  much  discon- 
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certed  at  the  idea  of  the  tite-a-t4te  which 
awaited  her,  she  hastily  proposed  their 
joining  her  father  at  the  viscount's  : 

*^  Certainly,"  cried  the  Major,  ''  if  you 
wish  it :  but,  I  own,  I  had  flattered  myself 
that  you  would  give  me  leave  to  take  my 
tea  without  proceeding  any  further :  sinc'e^ 
inglorious  as  the  confession  may  appear,  I 
really  am  heartily  tired.'* 

'^  Shall  I,"  said  she,  laughing,  "  order 
the  coach  to  convey  you  these  three  hun- 
dred yards  further?" 

'^  It  would  be  much  kinder  to  order  the 
tea-urn." 

"  But  my  aim  is,  to  be  kind  to  myself. 
I  am  tired  too,  and  would  gladly  go  where- 
ever  I  can  escape  the  trouble  of  doing  the 
honours  of  the  tea-table.** 

"  Oh,  ril  dispense  with  your  doing  any 
honours  save  that  of  allowing  me  to  drink 
it  with  you.  And  if  you  are  too  weary  to 
talk,  ril  furnish  conversation  for  both." 

"  This  is  being  amazingly  generous  !  But 
how  comes  it,  that  with  so  much  weariness, 
you  should  feel  so  confident  of  your  powers^ 
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^^  I  never  hinted  at  possessing  such 
powers ;  1  only  said  that  I  would  talk 
enougli  for  two,  and  left  it  to  your  own 
option  whether  to  fall  asleep,  or  to  keep 
awake  during  the  performance  of  the  con- 
tract. Come,  resign  yourself  graciously 
to  the  sort  of  tax  which  I  am  imposing 
upon  you  ;  put  your  fair  hand  to  that  bell, 
order  up  the  tea-things,  and  then  sit  con- 
tentedly down  here  at  your  little  favourite 
table." 

"  It  is  but  fair,"  cried  Adela,  provoked 
at  his  easiness,  '^  that  I  should,  in  my  turn, 
condition  for  a  few  gracious  boons.  I 
have  letters  to  answer,  one  of  which  is  of 
real  consequence.  When  you  have  dis- 
patched this  urgent  affair  of  the  tea,  will 
you  considerately  put  on  your  hat,  make 
the  best  of  your  way  home,  and  leave  me 
to  write  Vv^ithout  interruption  ?" 

"  I  will ;  and  now^  for  the  tea  and  all  its 
pleasant  accessaries." 

Some  of  these  were  to  Adela  far  from 
being  of  that  description.  The  conversa- 
tion which  Monthermer  had  volunteered 
to  support,  turned,  whilst  he  leisurely 
sipped  his  tea,  so  entirely  upon  the  subject 
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of  his  tender  passion  for  her,  that  she  was 
distressed  which  way  lo  look,  or  how,  con- 
sistently with  tlie  restrictions  her  f^ither  had 
imposed  upon  her,  to  answer  him. 

At  length,  her  natural  frankness  got  the 
better,  iu  some  degree,  of  her  scruples,  and 
she  very  seriously  said— 

"It  grieves  me,  not  to  be  at  hberty  to 
reply  to  these  professions  in  a  perfectly  ex- 
phcit  and  honourable  manner,  since  my 
silence,  and  the  evident  pleasure  which 
Hiy  father  receives  from  your  visits,  must, 
1  fear,  mislead  you.  Major  Monthermer, 
respecting  my  present  sentiments,  and  fu- 
ture intentions.  I  am  threatened,  if  you 
withhold  these  visits,  with  being  made 
responsible  for  their  cessation.  But  for 
this,  do  me  the  justice  to  believe,  that  I 
should  long  since  have  entreated  you  to 
suspend  them,  or,  for  both  our  sake?,  to 
have  abstained  from  ever  addressing  me  in 
language  which  I  am  so  ill  able  to  hear  w  ita 
the  gratitude  it  merits  " 

The  Major,  in  defiance  of  hi?  accus- 
tomed se<;urity,  was  alarmed  in  no  sir  a II 
degree  by  a  speech  so  unequivocal,  and 
uttered  in  so  deliberate  a  voice.  He-be- 
M4 
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spught  her  to  be  wholly  unreserved,  and 
since  she  had  gone  so  far,  at  once  to  tell 
him  the  worst  he  had  to  apprehend. 

"  I  dare  not  be  too  plain  with  you/  cried 
Adela,  "  though,  trusting  in  your  genero- 
sity, I  have  said  thus  much,  in  order  to 
clear  myself  from  the  imputation  of  having 
tacitly  contributed  to  your  deception.  If, 
in  coming  hither,  you  can  rest  satisfied 
with  the  single  approbation  of  my  father, 
you  amply  possess  it :  if  you  seek  to  gain 
mine,  and  suffer  any  part  of  your  happir 
ness  to  depend  upon  my  approval  of  your 
avowed  sentiments,  you  injure  yourself,  and 
inflict  upon  me  very  great  disquiet." 

"  But  say,  lovely  Adela,  is  this  coldness 
the  natural  consequence  of  a  pre-engaged 
heart?  Is  it,  that  to  me  you  object,  or  that 
to  another  you  are  more  partial :" 

*^  Ask  me  nothing  further,  Major,"  cried 
Adela,  most  painfully  confused.  "  1  have 
surely  said  enough,  as  well  for  my  own  ac- 
quittal, as  for  your  necessary  information." 

**  1  know  not,"  resumed  he,  after  a  short 
silence,  *'  what  to  conclude  from  this  most 
singular  conversation.  That  your  father  is 
my  friend,  I   havei  undoubted  proof;  that      1| 
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he  wishes  me  to  subscribe  to  some  delay 
before  he  blesses  me  with  your  hand,  you 
are,  probably,  informed  ;  but  that  he  would 
at  afii/  time  be  barbarous  enough  to  force 
your  compliance,  I  cannot  believe.  Nei- 
ther must  you,  fair  Adela,  believe  so  ill  of 
me,  as  to  imagine  that  upon  such  terms  I 
could  bear  to  obtain  it.  The  objections 
you  hint  at  I  must,  therefore,  fiatter  myself 
are  only  temporary.  I  will  persecute  you 
with  no  renewal  of  this  theme,  whilst  it  is 
declaredly  so  irksome  to  you  ;  but  suffer 
me  to  retain  some  hopes,  and  whatever 
may  be  their  final  issue,  rest  assured,  that  I 
shall  exonerate  you  from  every  species  of 
blame." 

"  Your  hopes,"  said  Adela,  half  smiling,- 
**  I  am  no  longer  responsible  for ;  your 
promise  of  attributing  to  me  no  future 
censure,  I  am  thankful,  and  truly  rejoice 
at.  And  now.  Major,  remember  our  com- 
pact— your  tea  is  drank,  but  my  letters  are- 
yet  unwritten." 

The  cheerfulness  of  her  accent,  and  the 
mildness  of  her  eye,  dispelled   some  of  the 
painful  apprehensions  which  her  preceding 
M  5 
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seriousness  had  awakened  ;  and  he  was 
rising^  with  uiimurmurins:  subifnission  to 
obey  her,  when  JuHus  again  made  his  ap- 
pearance." 

"  Where's  my  father?"  he  hastily  de- 
manded. 

^'  At  Lord  Rothbury's/'  replied  his  sister. 

"  And  has  he  been  there  from  the  time 
J  quitted  the  Major   and  you   at   the  gate  ?'* 

Almost  tempted  to  laugh  at  the  singu- 
larity of  this  abrupt  question  in  the  Major's 
presence,  Adela  frankly  answered — '^  He 
was  there  even  before  that  time." 

Julius  said  nothing  more,  but  threw 
himself  on  the  sofa,  exhibiting  in  his  as- 
pect a  mingled  expression  of  sadness  and 
irritation,  which  his  sister  could  not  behold 
without  at  once  dreading  and  wishing  to 
hear  it  explained.  She  waited  only  till 
Monthermer  was  gone,  and  then  affection- 
ately approached,  and  would  have  ques- 
tioned him ;  but  he  turned  petulantly  from- 
her,  saying — 

"  Pray  don't  let  me,  by  the  uninterest- 
ing detad  of  my  vexations,  drive  out  of 
yotti*  imagination  all  the  agreeable  things 
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which  you  have  given  your  gallant  Major 
so  kinc]  an  opportunity  of  addressing  to 
you." 

"  It  would,  I  fancy,"  said  Adela,  "  be 
a  much  greater  act  of  charily  to  drive 
from  the  poor  Major's  own  remembrance  all 
the  agreeable  things  he  has  been  hearing 
from  nie." 

^*  Don't  be  disingenuous,  Adela  ;  the 
man  went  away  as  self-satisfied  as  I  ahnost 
ever  saw  him." 

'•  Whence  he  derives  food  for  such  appa- 
rent complacency,  is  beyond  my  power  of 
comprehension  ;  since  nothing  can  be  more 
certain,  than  that  far  from  giving  any  oc- 
casion to  it,  I  most  unreservedly  told  him, 
that  it  was  only  in  obedience  to  my  father's 
commands  I  ever  permitted  his  visits." 

"  Did  you,  upon  your  honour,  say  any 
tiling  like  this  t^  him  r" 

"  Jn  even  stronger  terms,  my  dear  Julius, 
than  I  have  now  used  in  repeating  the  de- 
claration to  you." 

''  Then  what  does  the  egregious  cox- 
comb mean  by  that  look  of  unmortified 
composure  with  which, he  made  his  parting 
bow?" 

M  6 
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'^  He  means  to  rest  upon  a  groundless 
hope,  that  time  will  operate  a  change  in  my 
sentiments." 

'^  He  is  a  happy  man  who,  upon  so  frail 
a  support^  can  preserve  himself  from  sink- 
ing into  discouragement.  I  would  that  / 
could  find  it  as  easy  to  bid  defiance  to  its 
approaches.'* 

^^  My  dearest  brother,  what  has  made 
you  thus  desponding  ?"  . 

"  O,  Adela  !  she  is  going — the  day,  the 
very  hour  is  fixed !  I  have  this  moment 
left  her— and  if  you  knew  with  what  un- 
speakable wretchedness,  my  kind,  my  af- 
fectionate Adela,  you  would  pity  me  from 
the  bottom  of  your  heart !" 

Adela  did  indeed  pity  him,  for  never  had 
«he  seen  anguish  more  strongly  impressed 
upon  any  human  countenance.  She  sat 
down  beside  him  and  putting  her  arm 
within  his,  gently  and  soothingly  said — 

*^  Would  to  heaven  I  had  any  power  to 
serve  you!  Perhaps,  dearest  Julius,  were 
you  wholly  to  confide  in  me,  I  might  be 
able  to  suggest  some  hint,  some  proposal, 
from  which  your  affixirs  might  derive  ad- 
vantage.    Blindfolded  as  I  now  am^  it  is 
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impossible  I  should  either  advise  wnh,  or 
console  you  as  I  wish.  Distrust  me  no 
longer,  my  loved  brother ;  open  to  me 
your  wh^>le  heart,  and  if  I  can  afford  you 
no  aid,  be  assured  at  least,  that  I  shall  most 
tenderly  feel  for,  and  would  sooner  die  than 
betray  you  " 

"  1  have  not  deserved  this  kindness  from 
you,"  cried  Julius,  throwing  his  arm  around 
her.  ''  My  poor  Adela!  it  is  through  me 
that  you  have  been  rendered  unhappy,  and 
this  generous  concern  for  my  distress  is 
more  than  I  can  bear  to  see  you  suffer. 
Good  and  dear  girl,  forgive  me  !  '* 

^^  How  can  I  forgive,  where  I  have  har- 
boured fio  resentment?"  cried  she.  "  But, 
Julius,  disappoint  not  thus  my  hope  of 
obtaining  your  confidence.  Tell  me  what 
it  is  that  so  heavily  afflicts  you  ?  Whither 
is  the  sweet  creature  going,  to  whom  you 
are  so  fondly  attached  ? " 

"  Adela,  you  must  not  too  closely  ques- 
tion me.  I  am  completely  unhappy,  and 
it  would  be  a  great  consolation  to  me  to 
communicate  to  you  my  whole  history ; 
but  it  must  not  be.  I  religiously  believe^ 
that  what  I  now  endure  is  sent  to  visit  on 
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my  own  head  all  the  misery  I  inflicted  upon 
your's  !  1  must  bear  it,  however,  without 
making  you  its  depositary.  Indeed,  the 
painful  secret  is  not  exclusively  mine  to 
reveal ;  and  I  have  been  repeatedly  cau- 
tioned (by  one  who  may  be  pardoned  for 
harbourinsj  greater  distrust  of  your  pru- 
dence than  I  should  feel)  never  to  betray  to 
you  the  perplexities  by  which  1  am  ha- 
rassed," 

*^  If  such  are  your  obligations  to  be  mys- 
terious," said  Adela,  '^  I  must  submit:  but 
I  could  not  love  you,  Julius,  as  I  do,  if  I 
felt  perfectly  content  when  I  saw  you  agi- 
tated and  unhappy,  to  be  held  in  ignorance 
of  the  cause.  1  have  dejected  you  by  no 
prognostics  of  evil — 1  have  fatigued  you  by 
no  exhortations — yet  I  have  always  had 
my  fears  of  what  your  intimacy  with  this 
fair  incomprehensible  would  end  in.  There^ 
seems  so  little  reason  to  apprehend,  tliat 
your  influence  with  my  father  would  fail  in 
obtaining  his  approbation  of  your  attach- 
ment to  ai.y  woman  of  real  character  and 
fashion,  that  I  can  discern  no  possible  mo- 
tive or  excuse  for  the  strange  obscurity  of 
your  recent  proceedings;  unless,  indeed,  it 
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originates  Tn  the  opposition  made  to  your 
views  by  the  lady's  own  connections.  But 
even  in  that  case,  why  do  you  not  prevail 
upon  my  father  to  step  forward  to  your 
assistance — to  plead  your  cause  for  you  ? 
-  His  devoted  affection  ought  to  convince  you, 
that  there  is  no  exertion  he  would  not  make 
to  promote  your  true  advantage^  your  well- 
founded  expectations  of  happiness." 

^^  Were.l  less  miserable/'  cried  JuHus, 
''  I  could  laugh  at  the  mistaken  wisdom  of 
this  reasoning,  and  at  the  solemn  gravity 
with  which  it  is  so  ineffectually  urged. 
Much  older  and  more  experienced  heads 
than  your's,  my  dear  Adela^  have  fallen 
into  the  misfortune  of  giving  blundering 
and  erroneous  advice,  when  their  informa- 
tion upon  a  subject  has  been  imperfect. 
You  would  look  aghast,  were  you  fully 
tr>ld  how  ruinous  to  my  prospects  would 
be  the  steps  you  recommend.  Pi  each  to 
me,  therefore,  no  more,  nor  pretend  to  give 
counsel  in  an  affair  you  so  ill  comprehend  ; 
but  comfort,  or  at  least  tranquillize  me,  by 
enduring  with  patience  to  let  me  indulge 
before  you  all  the  melancholy  which,  in  the 
presence  cf  others,  I  must  strive  to  conceal." 
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CHAP.  XIII, 


AGITATION. 


By  the  unruffled  calmness  of  her  father's 
aspect  when  he  returned  home,  Adela  felt 
assured  that  the  Major  had  betrayed  to  him 
no  part  of  their  conversation  which  could 
give  him  displeasure.  On  the  contrary, 
he  seemed  highly  satisfied  with  her  for 
having,  during  tea,  admitted  such  a  com- 
panion, and  was  in  so  unusually  benign  a 
humour,  that  she  seized  the  favourable  mo- 
ment for  making  an  attempt  upon  his  heart 
in  behalf  of  William  Hampden  and  hi& 
lovely  wife. 

Mr.  Cleveland  listened  to  her  simple 
statement  of  the  embarrassments  of  the 
young  couple  with  far  greater  interest  than 
she  had  expected  him  to  shew. 

The  name  of  his  old  friend.  Sir  Thomas 
Forester,  was  associated  in  his  remembrance 
with  that  of  some  of  the  happiest  years  of 
his  early  lifej  and  the  assurance  which  he 
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now  received,  that  the  secluded  Baronet 
had  often  been  heard  speaking  of  him  with 
warmer  kindness  than  of  any  other  human 
being,  revived  all  his  own,  and  determined 
him  (after  a  night's  dehberation)  to  put  to 
the  test,  by  a  personal  application,  the  in- 
fluence which  Mrs.  Hampden  had  asserted 
he  still  retained.  At  breakfast,  the  follow- 
ing morning,  he  communicated  to  Adela 
his  purpose. 

"- 1  have  business,"  said  he,  "  relative  to 
the  purchase  of  some  land  at  the  distance 
of  scarcely  more  than  twenty  miles  from 
the  residence  of  Sir  Thomas  ;  and  as  change 
of  air  may  at  this  time  be  particularly  be- 
neficial to  me,  I  think,  in  two  or  three 
days,  1  will  set  out  on  this  double  negocia- 
tion,  and  tiy  what  I  can  effect  for  those 
rash  young  people  in  the  course  of  a  short 
visit  to  my  old  friend." 

Adela,  overjoyed  at  such  intelligence, 
most  gratefully  thanked  him,  and  at  the 
same  time  inquired  whether  he  thought 
that  she  could  do  any  good  to  the  cause  by 
accompanying  him  r 

"  I  will  write  to  you,"  said  Mr.  Cleve- 
land, **  if  I  find  reason  to  regret  not  hav- 
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ing  taken  you  with  me:  but,  without 
ascertaining  how  far  your  society  might  be 
acceptable  to  the  poor  valetudinarian,  I 
should  be  loth  to  force  you  into  his  pre- 
sence. Remain  here,  therefore,  under  your 
brother's  care;  you  have  many  friendly 
neighbours,  and  I  am  persuaded  will  ex- 
perience no  neglect.  If  your  hear  nothing  ' 
from  me  at  the  expiration  of  a  week,  you 
may  conclude  that  I  am  on  my  journey 
home." 

Foreseeing  much  embarrassment  from 
being  continually  liable  to  the  visits  of  the 
Major,  Adela  now  ventured  to  solicit  her 
father's  permission  to  invite  some  female 
friend  to  spend  with  her  the  interval  of  his 
absence. 

^'  Whom  would  you  propose :"  inquired 
he.  ^'  Barbara  and  Jemima,  as  you  well 
know,  left  town  with  my  brother  and  Mrs. 
Cleveland  ten  days  ago." 

^^  And  by  the  way,"  cried  Julius,  *^  in  a 
letter  which  I  hud  yesterday  from  Talbot, 
I  hear  that  Jemima  is  extremely  ill,  from 
the  effects  of  a  violent  cold  caught  after 
dancing.  1  certainly  neither  very  highly 
respect  nor  love  her ;  but  I  should  be  sorry 
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the  poor  creature  were  to  lose  her  life  for 
so  paltry  a  frolic  as  a  country  ball." 

"  Is  there  any  reason  to  believe  her  life 
at  all  in  danger:''  demanded  Mr.  Cleveland. 

*'  Of  two  things,  both  sufficiently  disa- 
greeable," replied  Julius,  *'  I  fancy  that 
one  must  happen — she  v^ill  either  lose  her 
life,  or  the  use  of  her  limbs.  The  whole 
severity  of  the  attack  seems  to  have  fallen 
upon  her  joints  ;  and  Talbot  says,  that 
the  physician  leaves  them  little  hopes  of 
her  ever  being  able  to  walk  again  without 
crutches." 

This  melancholy  intelligence  engrossed 
their  whole  conversation  till  breakfast  was 
over,  when,  as  Mr.  Cleveland  arose  to  go 
into  hiis  study,  Adela  timidly  renew^ed  her 
soli  itatiou  for  leave  to  provide  herself 
wTh  some  associate  of  her  own  sex,  and 
mentioned  Miss  Rivers,  who  was  still  in 
the.nerghbourhood,  as  the  lady  whom  she 
wishedto  invite. 

"  Miss  Rivers,"  said  her  father,  glan- 
cing his  eyes  towards  Julius,  "  is  rather  a 
dangerous  inmate  for  a  young  and  idle 
man." 

"  Miss  Rivers,   Sir,  said  Julius,"  rising^ 
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and  sauntering  to  a  window,  ^^  will  be  as 
secure  from  experiencing  any  undue  gal- 
lantry from  me,  as  I  shall  ever  be  secure 
from  losing  my  heart  to  a  pupil  of  her  mo- 
ther's training." 

"  She  is  a  very  good  girl,  I  believe,"  re- 
sumed his  father,  ''  let  who  will  have  trained 
her  :  but  I  own  I  have  no  ambition  to  see 
her  your  wife.  However,  as  by  what  you 
say  she  does  not  appear  to  be  very  likely 
ever  to  become  an  object  of  formidable 
attraction  to  you,  and  her  accomplish- 
ments will  render  her  a  valuable  companion 
to  your  sister,  she  has  my  consent  to  pro- 
pose the  visit  to  her.*' 

Mrs.  Rivers  was  too  well  pleased  to  grasp 
at  any  opportunity  of  domesticating  her 
daughter  in  a  house  containing  a  young 
and  wealthy  bachelor,  not  to  subscribe 
most  readily  to  Adela's  plan ;  and  three 
days  after  it  had  been  first  projected.  Miss 
Rivers  became  her  pleased  and  willing 
guest.  Mr.  Cleveland,  the  same  morning, 
departed  on  his  meditated  journey,  and  « 
Adela  found  herself  committed  to  the  gui- 
dance of  her  own  discretion — though,  no- 
minally, to  the  protection  of  her  brother. 
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But  of  thai  brother,  companionable  and 
friendly  as  he  had  hitherto  been,  she  now 
scarcely  enjoyed  the  society  an  hour  in  the 
day.  He  seemed  to  live  only  on  horseback, 
and  was  so  seldom  at  home,  even  to  meals, 
that  t'ne  ceremony  of  waiting  for  him  was 
gradually  intermitted,  and  the  expectation 
of  ever  beholding  him  before  night,  was 
.insensibly  abandoned. 

In  this  situation  of  affairs,  it  was  to 
Adcla  a  real  and  invaluable  comfort  to  pos- 
sess in  her  elegant  guest  so  constant  a  pro- 
tectress, whether  at  home  or  abroad,  from 
the  risk  of  being  constrained  to  see  the 
Major  alone.  She  had,  indeed,  early  on 
her  father  s  departure,  signified  to  him, 
that  unless  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Monther- 
mer,  she  should  deem  his  visits  utterly 
improper:  yet  it  might  not  have  been  al- 
ways ill  her  power  to  avoid  them.  He  had 
of  late  taken  a  violent  passion  for  rowing, 
and  never  entered  his  boat  without  passing 
Mr.  Clevel md's  unfenced  and  sloping  lawn, 
and  accurately  surveymg  the  premises,  in 
order,  if  Adela  was  visible,  to  stop  and 
converse  with  her,  and  on  some  pretence 
or  other  sohcit    permission    tQ  join   her. 
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She  gaily  reminded  him,  on  these  occa- 
sions, of  the  absence  of  his  matronly  cha- 
peron ;  refused  all  his  entreaties,  both  for 
herself  and  her  friend,  to  embark  with 
him  ;  and  abridging  the  conference  as  much 
as  was  practicable,  sent  him  away,  despair- 
ing to  behold  her  in  comfort  till  the  even- 
ing, when  he  usually  induced  either  Lord 
Rothbury  or  his  rfiother  to  be  the  compa- 
nions of  his  visit. 

On  the  fifth  day  after  her  father's  depar- 
ture, Adela  was  surprised  as  she  came  down 
from  her  dressing-room  before  dinner,  by 
the  unexpected  sight  of  Talbot.  He  and 
her  brother  ^who  on  that  occasion  remained 
at  home)  were  walking  up  and  down  the 
hall,  engaged  in  earnest,  but  almost  whis- 
pered conversation,  whilst  her  fair  compa- 
nion, Miss  Rivers,  was  left  to  saunter  alone 
in  the  garden. 

They  both  approached  Adela,  however, 
the  instant  she  appeared,  and  without  giv- 
ing her  time  to  speak,  eagerly  assi^rned  a 
variety  of  excuses  (all  equally  unneces- 
sary and  frivolous)  for  the  new  guest's 
arrival. 

She  assured  them  that  they  were  giving 
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themselves  muchsUj)erilaou3  trouble,  as  she 
certainly  wished  to  hear  no  excuses  for  a 
visit  which  could  only  be  a  pleasure  to  her : 
'*  And  1  congratulate  myself  sincerely,"  ad- 
ded she,  smiling,  '^  that  any  inducement 
has  been  found  powerful  enough,  to  detain 
my  brother  at  home  for  even  a  single  day.'* 

Julius  understood  the  reproach  which 
these  words  implied  :  but  he  had  nothing 
to  plead  in  his  vindication  that  suited  at 
once  his  interest  and  his  veracity ;  and 
turning  on  his  heel,  marched  off  into  the 
drawing-room. 

Adela  enquired  with  kindness  how  Tal- 
bot had  left  his  sick  sister,  and  »vas  shocked 
to  hear  of  the  deplorable  state  in  which 
she  still  remained.- — Her  physician's  worst 
predictions  seemed  to  be  decidedly  fulfilling  ; 
and  it  appeared  as  if  his  f)atieiit  was  destined^ 
henceforward,  to  know  no  removal  but  from 
a  bed  to  a  sofa  : 

"  Christina,"  Talbot  added,  "  behaves  on 
this  melancholy  occasion  like  the  genaine 
pup  1  of  her  long,  so  uliectionately  beloved, 
cousin  V  d  '  a.  Sh^:?  is  never  absent  Irom 
the  poor  sufferer's  room,  whose  spi  its  she 
endeavours   to  cheer,  and  whose   calamity 
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she  seeks  to  alleviate  by  every  attention 
which  a  kind  disposition  can  suggest.  I 
grieve  to  say  that  Jemima  does  not,  at  pre- 
sent, shevs^  herself  so  sensible  of  the  merit 
of  this  assiduity  as  we  all  wish.  But  the 
time  must  come,  when  she  will  more  grate- 
fully acknowledge  it.  And,  meanwhile,  in- 
different to  the  reception  which  they  meet, 
Christina  perseveres  in  her  humane  exer- 
tions, as  if  aiming  merely  at  the  approba- 
tion of  her  own  excellent  heart.  I  cannot 
describe  to  you  how  much  she  has  exalted 
herself  in  my  mother's  opinion  by  so  admi- 
rable a  system  of  conduct.  She  is  rapidly 
becoming  a  declared  as  well  as  deserving 
favourite." 

Adela  was  more  touched  than  surprised 
by  these  details  of  her  young  friend's  bene- 
volence of  nature ;  and  repeatedly  told 
Talbot,  that  there  was  nothing  amiable, 
nothing  praise-worthy  which  might  not  be 
expected  from  her. 

After  dinner,  the  two  young  men,  very 
soon  forsaking  their  wine,  sallied  forth  to- 
gether, and  did  not  re-enter  the  house  till 
late  at  night. 

The    succeeding    day,     Talbot    devoted 
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more  time  to  the  ladies ;  but  his  tlioufrhts 
were  evidently  .pre- occupied,  and,  to  Adcia, 
be  appeared  full  of  care  and  anxiety.  At 
dinner,  this  pre-occiipation  seemed  to  in- 
crease, and  it  was  with  diificulty  that  he 
could  force  himself  to  support  any  sliare 
whatever  in  the  conversation*  He  vanished 
almost  as  soon  as  the  cloth  was  withdrawn  ; 
and  Julius  himself  remained  invisible 
throughout  the  whole  day. 

Miss  Rivers  knew  too  little  of  the  accus- 
tomed mode  of  living  at  the  residence  of 
her  new  friend,  to  be  struck  by  these  con- 
tinttal  exits.  Her  talents  afforded  her  re- 
sources for  every  minute  of  the  day,  and  at 
no  time  had  the  liours  hung  less  heavy  on 
her  hands  than  at  the  present  period;  She 
v.as  gradually  becoming  more  and  more 
pleased  with  her  lovely  hostess.  Their  dis- 
positions seemed  to  accord  most  perfectly  ; 
and  the  few  guests  who  were  occasionally 
admitted  to  enliven  their  relirement,  inte- 
rested or  entertained  without  subjecting  her 
to  ceremony/  or  fatigue.  Undesigning,  con- 
tented, and  free  from  every  species  of  con- 
ceit, she  proved  in  all  respects  a  companion 
more  delightful  than  Adela,  partial  as  she 
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had  ever  been  to  her,  had  even  ventured  to 
expect.  A  habit  of  daily  intercourse  vv^as 
fast  cementing  their  mutual  good-will  into 
affection  and  intimacy,  when  a  subject  of 
the  severest  alarm  dr^ve  from  their  minds 
all  attention  to  themseh^es,  and  left  scarcely 
to  either  of  them,  but  to  Adela  in  particu- 
lar, ability  to  think  of  ar\y  thing,  save  the 
distress  that  awaited  Mr.  Cleveland. 

The  time  which  he  had  specified  (that  is,, 
a  week)  for  setting  out  on  his  return,  was 
fully  elapsed,  and,  for  two  nights  and  two 
days,  Julius  had  never  been  at  home  !  Tal- 
bot, also,  during  the  last  twenty-four  hoars, 
had  wholly  absconded,  and  Adela  was  very 
speedily  informed  that  their  servants  were 
missing  likewise. 

She  instantly,  on  hearing  this,  dispatch- 
ed a  messenger  to  the  house  in  Hertford- 
street,  as  well  as  to  General  Cleveland's  in 
Berkeley-square,  hoping  they  might  have 
been  seen,  or  at  least  heard  of,  at  one  of 
those  two  places. 

The  answer  brought  back,  was  most  dis- 
piriting. At  neither  of  the  houses  had  any 
account  whatever  been  obtained  of  them. 

What  next  to  suggest,  she  was  wholly  at 
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a  loss.  The  domestics  around  her  all  looked 
full  of  conjecture  and  wonder.  She  was 
herself  dismayed  beyond  the  power  of  con- 
cealment ;  and  Miss  Rivers,  extremely  con- 
cerned for  her,  neither  knew  what  conso- 
lation to  ofl'er,  nor,  from  the  agitation  in 
-which  she  beheld  her,  what  conclusions  to 
draw. 

On  pretence  of  indisposition^  their  ac- 
customed visitors  were  excluded.  Amongst 
the  number,  there  was  only  one  in  wliom 
Adela  felt  any  inclination  to  confide. — 
This  v./as  Lord  Rothburv,  whose  age  and 
sound  judgment  qualified  him  to  be  a  re- 
spectable friend  and  useful  adviser.  But  she 
knew  not  whether  her  father  would  consi- 
der him  as  a  person  sufficiently  privileged 
by  long-established  intiiracy  to  be  made  the 
confidant  of  family  affairs  :  and  on  maturer 
reflection,  she  lierself  became  reluctant  to 
publish,  to  one  wholly  unconnected  with 
them,  the  suspicions  and  alarm  that  harass- 
ed her. 

Invariably  her  thoughts  pointed  towards 

the  nameless  guest  at  Mrs.  Elmer's.     She 

would  have  given  the  universe  to  ascertain 

whether  any  lady  had,  within  the  two  last 

N  2  \ 
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days,  been  missing  from  thence.  But  whoiii 
could  she  employ  to  make  the  enquiry?  No 
renewal  of  intercourse  had  been  sought  for 
on  either  side,  since  she  and  Mrs.  Elmer 
had  been  residents  at  Richmond  ;  indeed, 
the  visits  of  Adela  to  that  lady,  had  been 
expressly  prohibited  by  Mr.  Cleveland,  as 
w^ell  as  discouraged  by  Julius  ; — and  there- 
fore, suddenly  to  appear  at  the  house  on 
such  an  errand,  she  felt  to  be  impossible.-— 
It  was  equally  so,  to  entrust  the  commis- 
sion to  a  domestic ;  since,  if  her  feelings  of 
sisterly  delicacy  recoiled  from  betraying  her 
fears  to  Lord  Ilothbury,  how  infinitely 
greater  were  the  objections  to  exposing  them 
not  only  to  her  own  household,  but  to  the 
v^hole  establishment  of  the  gay  Mrs.  El- 
mer!— 

An  elopement,  she  was  convinced,  had 
taken  placed  Who  the  lady  was,  on  whose 
account  Julius  had  thought  himself  com- 
pelled to  adopt  such  a  measure,  she  was 
utterly  incompetent  to  decide  :  but  of  this 
sfhe  was  certain  ; — ^that  it  would  inflict  upon 
her  father  the  keenest  disquietude. — -Where 
to  direct  to  him,  she  was  ignorant:  there 
was  every  reason,  however,  to  believe,  that 
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lie  was  on  his  way  home^  and  would  be  ai 
the  Villa  in  the  course  either  of  the  present 
or  the  succeeding  day. 

Her  only  refuge  against  total  inactivity 
(that  most  intolerable  of  grievances  to  a 
troubled  mind)  was  in  writing  without  do- 
lay  to  Mrs.  Somerville.  That  Lady's  vici- 
nity to  the  Scottish  borders  (on  the  proba- 
ble supposition  that  her  brother  had  taken 
the  road  so  often  traced  by  fugitives  of  a 
similar  description),  might  enable  her  to 
act  in  the  affair,  either  personally  or  by 
proxy,  vfith  some  effect  ;  and  it  was  a  relief, 
though  but  a  temporary  one,  to  Adela's  dis- 
turbance, to  occupy  herself  in  detailing  it 
to  so  firm  and  affectionate  a  friend. 

When  her  letter  was  written  and  sent  off, 
all  the  restlessness  of  protracted  suspense 
recoiled  upon  her  ;  and  the  dread  of  seeing 
her  father  overwhelmed  by  so  unexpected 
an  event,  haunted  her  without  cessation. 

As  the  time  drew  nearer  when  his  return 
was  hourly  anticipated  by  all  the  principal 
servants,  as  well  as  by  herself,  she  could  not 
remain  in  one  spot,  or  engage  in  any  spe- 
cies of  occupation  a  moment:  but  wan- 
dering listlessly  through  the  rooms  without 

n3 
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aim,  and  almost  withotit  consciousness^  she 
found  herself  at  last  in  Mr.  Cleveland's 
study,  and  started  on  beholding,  upon  his 
writing  table,  an  unopened  letter  directed 
in  her  brother's  hand. 

Surprised  that  it  had  not  been  perceived 
and  mentioned  to  her  before^  she  eagerly 
rung  the  bell,  and  enquired  whether  her 
brother  had  left  it  there  himself,  or  whether 
it  had  recently  arrived^  and  been  placed  in 
its  present  situation^  by  any  person  now  in 
the  house  ? 

With  one  voice^  the  domestics  all  pro- 
fessed not  to  know  any  thing  of  the  matter — 
no  one  had  seen  such  a  letter — no  one  had 
even  suspected  its  existence  I 

This  was  not  an  assertion  that  she  found 
it  very  easy  to  credit :  the  room  had  never 
been  looked^  and  the  preceding  day  two 
female  servants  had  been  busied  several 
hours  in  cleaning  and  arranging  it.  But 
Adcla  knew,  that  where  mystery  is  intended^ 
it  is  useless  to  evince  disbelief,  unless  the 
means  of  effecting  a  detection  are  easily 
attainable.  She  had  no  such  means,  and 
of  this  she  was  sensible  that  the  servants 
were  perfectly  convinced. 
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She  therefore  dismissed  without  reproach, 
though  not  without  vexation,  the  disc'aim- 
iiifi  household,  and  remained  anxiously  me- 
ditatin^  upon  the  propriety  of  leaving  the 
letter  where  she  had  found  it,  or  of  taking 
it  into  her  o',vn  possession  to  deliver  it  to 
her  father  after  she  had  had  leisure  to  pre- 
pare him  for  its  probable  contents.  The 
Study  being  the  room  in  which  ail  letters 
that  came  for  him  in  his  absence  were  ge- 
nerally deposited,  it  was  certain  that  it 
would  be  nearly  one  of  the  first  which  he 
would  enter ;  and  how  might  the  sudden 
disclosure  of  his  son's  flight,  operate  upon 
a  frame  debilitated  by  recent  sickness,  sha- 
ken by  actual  fatigue,  abd  at  all  times  sub- 
ject  to  being  powerfully  affected  by  men- 
tal irritation  } 

"  Such  a  blow,"  cried  she,  ^^  may  stun  himi 
irrecoverably !  1  dare  not  let  it  fail  upon  him 
without  endeavouring  to  break  its  force  by 
some  preparatory  intimation. — Oh,  Julius  I 
what  would  eternally  be  your  remorse, 
were  the  abrupt  communication  of  this  act 
of  yours,  to  produce  fatal  effects  upon  the 
life  of  a  parent,  who  has  ever  so  indulgently^ 
so  partially,  loved  you !" — • 
N  4 
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This  thought  determined  her;  and  she 
hastened  out  of  the  room,  bearing  the  im- 
portant letter  with  her. 

About  an  hour  before  dinner  Mr.  Cleve- 
land arrived. 

Though  pale  and  shaking,  Adela^  dread- 
ing the  indiscretion  of  the  servants^  fiew 
to  the  gate  to  meet  him.  His  unsuspecting— 
his  even  cheerful  greetings  pierced  her  to 
the  heart ;  it  was  evident  that  no  tidings 
of  mischief  had  yet  found  their  way  to  him, 
and  she  saw  with  consternation,  that  the 
whole  task  of  rcveahng  what  had  happened> 
must  inevitably  be  hers. 

On  quitting  the  carriage,  he  accompa- 
nied his  daughter  to  th  •  usual  sitting-room  ; 
thanked  Miss  Rivers  with  much  politeness 
for  granting  to  his  young  housekeeper  the 
indulgence  of  her  company  ;  and  then  en- 
quired where  Julius  was,  and  how  he  had-' 
in  general  disposed  of  his  time,  whilst  left 
to  be  their  guardian  ? 

^'  He  has  been  very  little  at  home/'  an- 
swered the  embarrassed  Adela. 

"  Has  he  done  the  honours  of  his  boat 
with  proper  gallantry^  Have  Miss  Rivera 
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and  you  been  often  out  with  him  upon  the 
water  r" 

"  No^  Sir  ;  he  has  been  almost  perpe- 
tually on  horseback." 

Mr.  Cleveland  asked  nothing  furthcr>  but 
sitting  down,  told  Adela  that  he  would 
give  her  some  account  of  the  success  of 
his  visit  to  Sir  Thomas  Forester.  She 
thanked  him,  and  drawing  a  chair  next  to 
his,  endeavoured  to  appear  as  much  inte- 
rested in  the  recital,  as  she  really  would  have 
felt,  had  her  thoughts  been  less  painfully 
engaged* 

'•  I  will  not,"  said  her  father,  '^  make  a 

very  long  history  of  the  particulars  attending 

my   reception  at  the  singular  but  worthy 

Baronet's,     It  is  sufficient  to  inform  you, 

that  with  more  satisfaction  to  himself  than 

pleasure  to  his  daughter-in-law,  I   took  up 

my  abode  for  two  days  beneath  his  roof j 

and  though  narrowly,  observed,  and  seldom 

permitted   to  converse  with   him   alone,    I 

found  means  to  introduce  the  subject  which 

you  have  so  much  at  heart,   and  even  to 

^render    my    interference    of    considerable 

avail.      What    I .  had    not   an    opportunity 

.of  detailing  fully  to  Sir  Thomas   himself, 

N  5 
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1  communicated  to  an  old  and  faithful 
attendant  upon  his  person,  whom  I  found 
extremely  willing  to  become  an  advocate  in 
the  cause,  and  whose  privileged  assiduity 
gave  him  power,  at  moments  when  no  in- 
terruption was  to  be  apprehended,  to  second' 
and  enforce  the  arguments  of  pacification 
which  I  had  used. 

^'  The  Baronet  acknowledged  to  me,  that 
this  fugitive  Annabel  was  the  child  he  had 
always  most  fondly  favoured ;  even  in  her 
brother's  life-time  she  had  been  treated  with 
singular  partiality,  and  since  that  brother's 
death,    the    indulgence    which    she   expe- 
rienced   had     been    unbounded.      But  an 
acquaintance   of  a   week,"    added  he,    ^^  a 
young  flashy  fellow,  without  name,  with- 
out rank,  without  a  guinea,  save  his  lieu- 
tenant's pay,  has  put  to  flight  the  remem-* 
brance  of   all    my   kindness   for  seventeen 
years ;  and  has  even  caused  her  to  neglect 
me  as  unfeelingly  since  her  marriage,  as  if 
the  ties  of  nature  were  as  completely  for- 
gotten as  those  of  gratitude  and  duty." 

*^  I  gave  you  as  my  authority,  Adela,'* 
pursued  Mr.  Cleveland,  *'  for  asserting  that 
the  young  culprit  had  not  been  thus  ne-. 
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glectful.  I  told  him,  that  she  had  written 
repeatedly.  I  spoke  in  general  terms  of 
the  respectability  of  Dr.  Hamjxlen  and  his 
whole  family.  I  mentioned  the  good  con- 
ductj  in  his  professional  career,  of  the  mi- 
litary bridegroom — and,  to  cut  the  matter 
short,  came  away  empowered  to  send  the 
erring  couple  without  delay  to  receive  his 
blessing  and  his  forgiveness." 

The  joyful  surprise  with  which  she  heard 
this  happy  termination  of  her  father's  little 
narrative,  drove  for  some  minutes  all  sense 
of  disquietude  from  Adela's  warm  and 
friendly  heart.  Her  thanks  for  what  he 
had  undertaken,  and  what  he  had  so  pros- 
perously effected,  were  as  energetic  as  they 
were  sincere ;  and  Mr.  Cleveland's  com- 
placent aspect  whilst  she  spoke,  shewed 
that  he  loved  her  the  better  for  having  so 
successfully  laboured  to  oblige  her. 

*'  But  how,  Sir,"  inquired  she,  when  her 
first  delight  had  a  little  subsided,  '^  how 
did  Mrs.  Forester  endure  to  let  you  depart 
invested  with  such  powers  ?  They  are  pre- 
cisely those  which  she  has  made  it  apparent 
it  was  most  her  wish  that  Sir  Thomas  should 
never  be  prevailed  upon  to  grant." 
N  6 
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^^  Her  flagrant,  her  abominable  dupli- 
city," replied  Mr.  Cleveland,  *^  involved 
her,  vi^hen  once  detected,  in  deep  and  well- 
merited  disgrace  with  the  benefactor  upon 
whose  credulous  nature  she  had  so  un- 
worthily imposed.  When  I  left  them,  she 
bad  been  forbidden  his  presence,  and  re- 
inained  a  hateful  and  convicted  impostor  in 
the  eyes  of  the  whole  house." 

He  then  arose  to  go  and  dress  for  dinner, 
inquiring,  as  he  left  the  room,  when  he 
might  expect  to  see  his  son  ? 

Adela,  with  ill-disguised  agitation,  stam- 
mered out,  that  his  return  was  uncertain* 

*^  Do  you  suppose  him  to  be  in  London, 
QT  at  any  of  his  friends  in  this  neighbour- 
hood?" 

'^  I  don't  exactly  know.  Sir,  where  tO' 
suppose  him." 

<^  Suppositions  and  exactness,"  said  Mr» 
Cleveland,  half  smiling,  ^^  seldom  go  to- 
gether. However,  if  he  returns  before  my 
usual  time  of  going  to  rest,  I  shall  be  sa- 
tisfied." 

He  then  calmly  left  the  room* 
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CHAP.    XIV. 


EXPLANATION* 


The  instant  the  door  was  closed,  Adela 
sunk  into  a  chair  near  it,  and  wept  without 
control : — 

"  Oh,  Miss  Rivers,"  exclaimed  she,  ay 
that  young  lady,  with  looks  of  sincere  com- 
miseration,  flew  to  her,  "  how  shall  I, 
without,  perhaps,  destroying  him,  wean  my 
poor  father  from  the  ill-timed  security  in- 
which  he  is  wrapped  ? — Never,  never  did  I 
feel  greater  reluctance  to  inflict  upon  him 
even  a  shadow  of  pain  ! — How  good  he  has 
been  in  this  aflfair  of  the  Hampdens  ; — how 
kindly  he  accepted  my  acknowledgments  ; 
how  easy,  how  serene  he  looks  ! — Ah,  tell 
me,  my  dear  Louisa,  is  it  not  the  height  of 
misery  to  be  obliged,  at  such  a  moment,  to 
announce  to  him  distressing  tidings  r" — 

"  I  am  conscious  of  being  very  ill  quali- 
fied," said  Miss  Rivers,  '[  to   advise   you. 
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Yet,  were  it  my  own  case,  I  think  I  should 
defer  every  unpleasant  communication  till 
Mr.  Cleveland  rose  from  table.  Let  him 
partake  with  you  of,  at  least,  one  tranquil 
and  refreshing  meal  after  his  journey  ; — and 
recollect,  that  as  all  iriformation  has  neces- 
sarily been  deferred  so  long,  no  great  incon- 
venience can  result  from  a  delay  of  a  few 
hours  longer." 

Every  reprieve  was  welcome  to  the  frigh- 
tened Adela.  She  knew  that  her  father 
would  see  no  one  before  she  met  him  again, 
except  Gerard,  the  valet  who  had  travelled 
with  him,  and  from  whose  known  prudence, 
there  was  no  cause  to  apprehend  that  he 
would  needlessly  retail  any  reports  which 
he  might  have  heard  since  his  return.  She 
therefore  adopted  the  opinion  of  lier  young 
adviser  without  scruple,  and  they  repaired, 
at  the  same  moment,  to  tlieir  several  apart- 
ments for  the  purpose  of  dressing. 

When  dinner  was  over,  seizing  the  op- 
portunity, whilst  her  father  was  slumbering 
in  his  arm-chair,  to  hold  a  private  conference 
with  Gerard,  Adela  sent  for  him  into  the 
breakfast-room. 

She  began  by  saying,  that  as  he  had  now 


TRAITS   OF   :^JATURE«  2^^ 

been  so  many  hours  in  the  house,  she  ima-- 
gined  he  was  but  too  well  informed  of  her 
brother's  disappearance  ? — He  bowed  with  an 
air  of  silent  concern. — She  then  produced 
the  letter  which  Juhus  had  either  left,  or 
sent,  for  her  father,  and  begged  that,  to  the 
best  of  his  judgment,  Gerard  would  advise 
her  how,  and  when,  to  deliver  it. — 

^^  Forgive  my  plainness.  Madam,"  said 
the  intelligent  domestic  : — '^  but  my  opinion 
is,  that  it  ought  not  to  have  been  withheld 
a  moment.  My  master,  I  fear,  will  be  much 
displeased  when  he  discovers  that  you  have, 
for  any  cause,  kept  it  back.  Allow  me, 
without  acquainting  him  with  your  previous 
knowledge  of  it,  to  carry  it  to  him  directly. 
I  will  say,  that  it  has  but  this  instant  been 
found."  " 

^^  Oh,  Mr.  Gerard;  forbear  going  in  with 
it  yet  a  little  longer  !  My  poor  father  is 
asleep.  Do  not  suddenly  awaken  him  to 
put  before  his  eyes,  without  any  preparation, 
a  letter  which  will,  probably,  be  so  cruel  a 
shock  to  him  !" 

"  Perhaps,  Madam,  it  contains  some  sof- 
tening circumstances,  which  may  better  tend 
to  reconcile  him  to  the  flight  of  Mr.  Julius 
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than  any  thing  that  we  could  say.  At  allr 
events,  I  dare  no  longer  defer  its  delivery. 
Pray  go  back  to  the  room  in  w^hich  you  left 
my  master,  and  I  will  follow  you,  after  a: 
short  delay,  that  shall  take  off  the  appearance 
of  anycollusion  between  us," 

Adela,  dismayed  at  the  error  which  she 
had  unintentionally  committed,  retired  from 
this  short  conference  with  tenfold  increased 
anxiety,  and  again  rejoined  her  father.  Miss 
Rivers  had  retreated  to  her  own  apartment, 
and  Mr.  Cleveland,  as  his  daughter  had  told 
Gerard^  was  in  a  sound  and  placid  sleep. 

"  And  must  he,"  thought  she,  affectionately 
regarding  him  as  she  gently  crossed  the 
.floor,  "  must  he  be  disturbed  from  this 
needful  and  salutary  slumber  ? — Ah,  how 
long  it  may  be  ere  he  sleeps  thus  composedly 
again !" — 

The  unmerciful' Gerard,  however,  who, 
perhaps,  by  his  impatient  master,  had 
sometimes  incurred  reproof  for  being  di- 
latory, shewed  none  of  these  refinements 
of  compassion ;  but  now  entering  with 
scarcely  any  caution  to  avoid  awaken- 
ing him  with  a  start,  he  walked  coolly 
up  to  his  chair,    saying/,    [^  Here's  a  let- 
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ter,  Sir,  which  I  have  just  discovered,  was 
lying  for  you  on  your  Study  table.** 

Tlicn  placing  it  v/ithin  reach  of  the,  yet, 
only  half-conscious  sluniberer,  he  imnie-» 
diately  retired  — 

After  some  moments  spent  in  vainly  trying 
to  shake  oiF  the  drowsiness  that  oppressed 
him,  Mr.  Cleveland  said:  ^^  Adela,  open 
this  letter  for  me,  and  see  who  it  is  from." 

Adela  approached,  but  merely  taking  the 
mysterious  epistle  in  her  hand,  without  at- 
tempting to  unseal  it,  she  hesitatingly  said— - 

'Mt  is  from  Julius,  Sir  ;  had  you  not  bet- 
ter let  it  remain  till  you  are  able  to  read  it 
yourself  ?" 

^'  From  Julius?"  repeated  he,  forcing  open 
his  eyes — ''  Why  should  he  write? — Ah,  I 
doubt  not,  it  is  to  apply  for  money ! — The 
boy  is  perpetually  getting  into  some  scrape,, 
fix)m  which  my  purse  must  be  taxed  to  re- 
lieve him." — 

Adela  retreated  whilst  he  broke  the  wax, 
and  had  even  the  forbearance,  partly  from 
delicacy,  partly  from  fear,  not  to  look  at 
her  father  whilst  he  was  reading.  She  dread- 
ed to   hear  his  first  sentence  after  the  lee- 
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ture  was  over — and  almost  dreaded  the  first 
glance  of  his  eye. 

Wliatever  was  the  purport  of  the  scroll,  ^ 
it  seemed  of  considerable  length,  and  in- 
tensely riveted  its  reader  s  attention  to  the 
very  end.  From  time  to  time,  a  vehemeat 
exclamation  burst  from  him,  but  whether 
partaking  most  of  anger,  grief,  or  amaze- 
ment, Adela  found  it  difficult  to  decide. 

At  leiio-th,  she  heard  the  rustling;  of  the 
paper  as  he  folded  it  up;  and  after  a  pro- 
found pause,  he  said  in  a  tone  of  concen- 
trated emotion, — 

"  This  letter  has  been  written  four  days  : 
has  Julius  been  absent  so  long  ?" 

Adela  faintly  answered,  "  He  has,  Sir!" 

*^  You  should  have  told  me  tliis  imme* 
diately ; — -you  should  have  written  tome  the 
instant  you  missed  him." — 

"  I  knew  not.  Sir,  with  any  certainty, 
where  a  letter  would  ^nd  you." — 

^^  That  is  true  :  but  an  express  sent  to 
me  at  Sir  Thomas  Forester's,  might  have 
been  directed  to  follow  me,  whatever  route 
I  had  taken. — However,  I  blame  you  not  in 
anger  ; — the  delay  is  immaterial,  since  no- 
thing could  have  been  done." 
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He  spoke  with  a  calmness  which,  though 
forced,  Adela  derived  some  comfort  from  ; 
and  she  now  ventured  to  say — 

'^  Great  as  were  the  perplexity  and  terror 
which  the  first  discovery  of  my  brother's 
departure  gave  me,  I  yet  trust,  dearest  Sir, 
that  his  affairs  may  take  a  happy  turn,  and 
that  all  may  terminate  to  your  satisfac* 
tion." 

^'  Adela,"  resumed  Mr.  Cleveland_, "  f  am 
well  pleased  at  the  honourable  reserve  with 
which  you  declined  reading  this  rash  boy's 
explanatory  letter.  He  assures  me,  that  you 
are  wholly  unacquainted  with  the  secret  of 
his  afiairs.  If  such  is  the  case,  it  is  the 
only  part  of  his  recent  conduct  that  merits 
to  escape  condemnation.  A  few  days  now 
must  dissipate  the  mystery  :  meanwhile, 
suspend  your  enquiries,  and  disguise  your 
uneasiness  from  every  eye." 

Adela  confirmed  her  brother's  assertion  of 
the  past  ignorance  in  which  she  had  beea 
held  ;  and  Mr.  Cleveland,  evidently  reluc- 
tant to  pursue  the  conversation,  bade  her 
rejoin  her  young  friend,  and  retired  into 
his  study  to  wTite. 

That  the  intelligence  which  she  had  sa 
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much  dreaded  his  learning  wore  a  double 
aspect,  and  though  it  agitated  him,  had 
likewise  left  an  opening  for  hope,  so  sin- 
cerely rejoiced  her,  that  she  met  Miss  Ri- 
vers with  a  countenance  enlivened  by  the 
most  cheering  presages. 

'^  I  am  truly  happy,"  said  that  amiable 
girl,  "  to  see,  once  more,  the  symptom  of  a 
smile  upon  your  countenance.  You  have,  I 
presume,  found  your  father  less  sensibly  af- 
fected by  the  late  occurrence  than  you  had 
expected,  and  I  sincerely  congratulate  you 
upon  being  relieved  from  the  apprehensions^ 
on  his  arcount,  which  you  had  entertained.'* 

S!  e  then  very  frankly  requested  Adela  ta 
tell  her,  whether,  at  such  a  period,  her  pre- 
sence might  not  be  a  restraint  extremely 
unacceptable  to  Mr.  Cleveland  ? — "  I  am 
willing,  '  added  she,  ''  though,  believe  me, 
far  from  anxious,  to  terminate  my  visit  im- 
mediately. Your  kindness  has  made  it  de- 
lightful to  me,  notwithstanding  the  cloud, 
which,  during  these  last  three  or  four  days, 
has  hung  over  us ;  but  I  am  not  selfish  enough 
to  wish  to  prolong  it  one  moment  beyond 
the  time  that  would  be  equally  desirable  to 
yoursdf  and  your  father."™ 
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'^  My  father, "  cried  Adela,  gratefully  ta- 
iling her  hand,  "  shews  not,  I  am  happy  to 
say,  the  remotest  inclination  to  deprive  me 
of  the  pleasure  which  I  receive  from  your 
society  ;  and  if  you  can  prevail  upon  your- 
self not  to  be  in  any  haste  to  deprive  me  of  it 
either,  it  will  be  the  greatest  act  of  charity 
you  can  perform.  You  will  assist  me  in 
supporting  his  spirits  ;  and  such  is  my  con- 
fidence in  your  extreme  good-nature,  that 
with  this  object  in  view,  I  feel  more  than 
half  tempted  to  believe,  you  will  submit 
without  repining  to  the  dullness  of  your  vi- 
sit."— 

Miss  Rivers  insisted  no  further  upon  her 
plan  of  immediate  departure:  and  neither 
she  nor  Adela  saw  any  reason  af;ervvards 
to  distrust  the  hospitable  feelings  which 
Mr.  Cleveland  continued  to  entertain. 

But  that  gentleman,  though  anxious  to 
appear  at  ease,  his  daughter  plainly  perceived^ 
was  most  tormentingly  ae^itatcd,  unhinged, 
and  at  intervals,  even  dcsp>,«t  d  fio;.  71ie 
sight  of  Lord  Kothbury,  and  his  idnsman, 
whose  as.^iduous  visits  used  to  give  him  so 
much  pleasure,  seemed  now,  almost  to  inflict 
upon  him  pain.     Much  of  his  time  he  spent 
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in  slowly  traversing  the  garden  walks,  alone 
and  full  of  thought ;  —  in  re-perusing  his  son's 
letter ; — in  eagerly  examining  every  morn- 
ing and  evening  newspaper,  or  in  privately 
questioning  his  confidential  Gerard,  whose 
sole  employment  it  now  seemed  to  be,  to 
sally  forth  on  a  daily  succession  of  secret 
embassies  to  London,  or  its  environs. 

When  evening  came,  and  these  resources 
against  the  misery  of  sitting  down  in  passive 
inquietude,  were  exhausted,  or  unavoidably 
suspended,  Mr.  Cleveland's  dejection,  in 
.defiance  of  ail  his  efforts,  became  no  less  ob- 
vious than  pitiable.  He  could  devote  no 
permanent  attention  to  any  thing :  con- 
versation, music,  reading,  all  seemed  equally 
oppressive  to  him  ;  every  ring  at  the  gate, 
every  footstep  crossing  the  hall,  shook  his 
nerves,  and  overthrew  his,  but  dissembled, 
firmness. 

Jt  was  most  melancholy,  during  these 
long  hours,  to  witness,  without  the  means  of 
allaying,  such  evident  discomposure:  what- 
ever on  Adela's  part,  the  liveliest  sentiments 
of  duty  and  affection,  and  on  that  of  Miss 
Rivers,  the  sincercst  disposition  to  second 
her  endeavours,  could  suggest  in  its  mitiga- 
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tlon,  was  perseveriigly  attempted.  They 
affected  spirits  which  tliey  did  not  feel ;— • 
perused  books  which  they  had  no  curiosity 
to  peruse, — and  sung,  when,  in  fact,  they 
were  more  disposed  to  cry. — Iheir  exertions 
were  suffered,  but  scarcely  perceived — tole-t 
rated,  but  never  encouraged. 

Three  days,  and  tiiree  irksome  evenings, 
were  thus  spent.  JuHus  had  been  gone  a 
week,  ana  no  letter  either  from  himself, 
from  Talbot,  or  from  Mrs.  Somerville,  in 
answer  to  the  one  addressed  to  her  by  Adela, 
had  yet  been  received.  Mr.  Cleveland's 
consternation  increased  with  every  passing 
hour,  and  threatened  the  most  serious  ill- 
consequences  to  his  health.  Adela  was  in  ter- 
ror for  him,  and  more  poignantly  displeased 
with  her  brother  than  she  had  hitherto  ever 
felt.  Scarcely  could  she  forbear  taxing  him 
openly  with  ingratitude  and  inhumanity ; 
and  ample  was  the  share  of  resentment,  al- 
most equally  severe,  which  she  bestowed 
upon  Talbot  himself. 

Thus  were  afFdirs  situated,  and  Major 
Monti lermer  (encouraged  by  her  for  the  first 
time  since  he  had  declared  his  sentiments,  to 
lengthen. his  visit)  was  sitting  with  them  after 


28S  TRAITS  OF    NATURE. 

tea,  vainly  assisting  hei  own  and  Miss  Ri- 
vers's  efforts  to  dispel  the  gloom  imprinted 
upon  her  father  s  brow,  when,  on  hearing 
some  Httle  bustle  amongst  the  servants  in 
the  hall,  they  unanimously  paused — lis- 
tened— and,  in  imitation  of  Adela,  were 
starting  up  to  make  enquiries.  The  door 
flew  open,  however,  before  she  could  reach 
itj  and  Talbot  precipitately  entered. 

Mr.  Cleveland  darted  forward  on  behold- 
ing him,  and  wildly  exclaimed —  i 

^'  Is  Julius — oh,  Talbot^ — tell  me,  is  Ju- 
lius .  .  ."  Safe  he  would  have  added,  but 
checked,  partly  by  the  violence  of  his  own 
emotions,  partly  by  the  presence  of  the  Ma- 
jor, he  looked  the  question  he  was  unable 
to  utter,  and  stood  fixedly  regarding  his 
Bephew  with  eyes  that  almost  started  from 
their  sockets,  and  lijjs  that  quivered,  and 
were  blanched  with  terror. 

"  Let,  me  have  some  conversation  with 
you,  Sir,  in  another  room,"  cried  Talbot, 
much  concerned  at  the  excess  of  his  uncle's 
perturbation, — "  I  have  nothing  but  good 
to  announce  ;  calm  yourself,  and  come  with 
me  into  your  study.**— 

Then^  as   he  passed  Adela^  in  his  way 
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towards  the  door,  he  stopped  a  moment^  and 
would  have  spoken  to  her :  but  she  shook 
her  head  with  an  air  of  reproach,  refused 
to  give  him  her  hand,  and  in  a  low  voice, 
said — 

^^  Cruel  Talbot! — how  much  you  have 
contributed  to  all  that  my  poor  father  has 
suffered  !" 

'^  You  will  regret  the  unkindness  of  this 
accusation,"  cried  he,  extremely  hurt  at  her 
seriousness,  ^^  if,  indeed,  soon,  you  do  not 
dismiss  me  too  completely  from  your  thoughts, 
even  to  recollect  your  own  injustice !" 

Such  an  answer,  surprised  no  less  than 
it  pained  her,  and  her  eyes  followed  him 
as  he  quitted  the  room  with  looks  of  per- 
plexed enquiry  :  but  Mr.  Cleveland  gave 
him  no  time  to  speak  again,  anxioi:s  to  has- 
ten with  him  into  a  more  private  apartment. 

Soon  after  their  retreat.  Major  Monther- 
mer,  seeing  Adela  too  much  disquieted  for 
conversation  on  general  and  ind liferent  sub- 
jects, and  conscious  that  some  domestic  af- 
fair was  under  discussion,  in  which  he,  pro- 
bably, could  have  no  interest,  had  the  deli- 
cacy to  take  leave. 

To  the  few  families  Mr.  Cleveland  visited 
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in  the  environs  of  his  villa,  the  disappear* 
ance  of  Juhus,  though  it  was  no  secret, 
was  wholly  inexplicable.  The  cause  to  which 
the  majority  attributed  it^  was  some  pecu-- 
njary  involvement  which  he  was  fearful  of 
communicating  to  his  father.  Others^  in* 
formed  of  tlie  duel  in  which  hehad  once  been 
engaged,  ascribed  to  a  second  affair  of  the 
same  nature,  his  present  abscondence: — and 
all  agreed,  that  had  his  flight  taken  place 
with  a  lady,  she  must,  as  well  as  himself, 
have  been  missed.  Great  and  indefatigable 
had  been  the  diligence  exerted  to  ascertain, 
whether  any  youthful  female— classing  either 
as  maid,  widow,  or  wife — had  as  uncere- 
moniously vanished  as  the  convicted  Julius. 
But  n)  complaining  guardian,  father,  or 
husband,  had  hitherto  been  discovered. 
Every  house  seemed  to  have  its  allotted  com- 
plement of  fair  inhabitants  ;—  every  celebra- 
ted beauty  was,  as  usual,  visible  at  every  ac- 
customed haunt ;  and  not  a  single  deficiency 
had  been  observed  amongst  intriguing  wives 
and  ugly  heiresses. —  Neither  the  plain  with- 
out money,  nor  the  beautiful  without  fashion^ 
were  enquired  after  or  taken  into  the  ac- 
count ; — it  being  well  known,  that  they  *re 
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a  description  of  persons  who  are  never  run 
away  with. 

The  ahsence  of  Mr.  Cleveland^  though  it 
scarcely  lasted  half  an  hour,  appeared  to 
Adela  endless. — Had  tidings  of  good,  as  Tal* 
hot  announced,  been  all  whic  h  he  had  to 
reveal,  would  so  long  an  interview  have 
been  requisite  to  communicate  them  ? — She 
looked  every  moment  at  her  watch  ; — she 
thought  Talbot  and  her  father  equally  un- 
mindful of  her  feelings,  thus  to  protract  her 
suspense ; — and  had  she  believed,  that  the 
fate  of  her  future  life  depended  irrevocably 
upon  the  result  of  this  conversation,  she 
could  not  have  felt  more  deeply  interested 
to  learn  what  that  result  had  been. 

At  length,  Mr.  Cleveland's  voice  reached 
her  ear  as  he  unclosed  the  Study  door,  and 
she  heard  him  say,  in  an  accent  that  sounded 
animated  and  cheerful — 

"  Be  patient,  and  I  will  send  her  to  you." 

*^  It  is  me,  he  means,"  cried  she,  rejoin 
cingly — "  Oh,  how  happy  I  shall  be  when 
these  distracting  perplexities  are  all  cleared 
up!" 

She  sprung  forward,  and  met  her  father 
ns  he  entered^ — '^  You  told  Talbot,  dearest 
o  3 
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Sir,"  she  eagerly  cried,  "  that  you  would,  I 
think,  send  me  to  him  ?  May  I  then,  im- 
mediately go,  and  satisfy  my  impatience  to 
hear  all  that  he  is  come  to  communicate?'* 

Mr.  Cleveland  took  hold  of  both  her  hands, 
and  pressed  them  between  his  own  with  si- 
lent but  expressive  aifection.  Adela  gazed 
at  him  with  grateful  amazement.  His  eyes 
were  filled  with  tears,  yet  beaming  with  joy  ; 
a  smile  of  mingled  sensibility  and  delight 
played  over  his  countenance, — that  counte- 
nance on  which  an  entirely  new  character 
seemed  benignantly  impressed. 

"  My  dearest  father,"  exclaimed  Adela, 
deeply  penetrated  by  his  unwonted  kind- 
ness, "  what  is  it  that  has  thus  visibly  af- 
fected you } — How  transported,  yet  how  tou- 
ched you  look !" 

He  once  more  pressed  her  hands,  and 
when  able  to  speak,  said  in  a  tone  for  which 
she  cpuld  have  fallen  at  his  feet  to  thank 
him — 

"  Go,  my  dear  child — for  I  am  totally  in- 
capable, at  this  agitated   minute,  of  giving 
you  the  explanation  which  you  so  solici- 
tously demand." 
^She  stopped  to  imprint  a  kiss  of  acknow-; 
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ledgment  upon  each  of  the  hands  that  held 
hers,  and  then  flew  impatiently  towards  the 
Study. 

It  was  opened  for  her  as  she  approached  ;—• 
she  darted  through  the  door-way — turned  to 
address  Talbot, — and  found  herself  in  the 
presence — found  herself,  (giddy  from  excess 
of  astonishment)  supported  by  the  arms  of 
Lord  Ennerdale ! 

What  he  said — what  were  the  impassioned 
protestations  which  he  poured  forth,  she 
was  too  overwhelmingly  agitated  to  hear. 
Breathing  short  —  her  complexion  rapidly 
varj^ing,  her  limbs  almost  tottering  beneath 
their  weight,  she  could  only  in  faint,  yet 
enraptured  accents,  exclaim — 

"  Oh,  Algernon  !  Can  this  be  possible? 
Good  Heaven,  can  it,  indeed,  be  possible, 
that  such  a  meeting  has  been  authorized  by 
— my  fatherV 

^*  Your  father,  my  ever-loved,  my  own 
Adela,— my  now  promised  bride ! — Your  fa- 
ther himself  privileged  me  to  tell  you,  that 
he  sanctions  the  dearest  wish  of  my  heart  !— 
That  he  accepts  me  for  his  son  ; — that  he 
bestows  upon  me  the  hand  which  I  have  so 
long  and  so  vainly  sighed  to  obtain  ! — Will 
not  you,  my  unutterably  dear  Ad^la,  whom 
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hitherto^  to  my  despair,  I  have  ever  found 
so  inflexibly  observant  of  all  parental  de-* 
crees,  will  you  not  now  confirm  the  hopes 
he  bids  me  cherish  ? — Will  you  be  obedient 
only  when  he  commands  my  rejection  ?-— 
when  he  interdicts  even  the  sight  of  my 
band-writing  ?~-when  he  almost  engages 
you  to  another  ? " 

Adela,  recovering  gradually  her  bewildered 
perceptions,  looked  at  him  with  a  playful 
smile,  and  said — 

*^  This  last  accusation,  I  perceive  by  the 
solemnity  with  which  it  is  uttered,  you  re- 
gard in  so  very  heinous  a  light,  that  it  will 
require  some  time  and  some  eloquence  to  ef- 
fect my  justification.  But  let  me  defer  it  till 
I  hear  what  has  brought  all  the  wonders  of 
this  meeting  about.  Where  is  Talbot  ? — Did 
you  come  with  him  ? — Is  my  brother  in  any 
degree  instrumental  to  your  having  been  thus 
favourably  received? 

~  He  now  led  her  to  a  seat,  and  placing  him- 
self next  to  her — - 

^^  Had  I,"  said  he,  "  disastrous  news  to 
relate,  I  trust  that  I  should  be  more  circum* 
spect:  but  to  shorten  suspense  by  even  an 
abrupt  disclosure  of  tidings  that  are  plea- 
sant, can  never  be  injurious. — In  three  words 
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then,  my  Atlela,  learn,  that  your  brother 
is  now  also  become  my  brother — that  he  is 
the  husband  of  my  sister  !'* 

The  start,  the  sudden  animation  with 
^vhich  she  clasped  her  hands,  and  fixed  her 
sparkling  eyes  upon  his  face,  as  if  to  read  in 
its  expression  the  full  confirmation  of  this 
joyful  but  extraordinary  intelligence,  drew 
from  Lord  Ennerdale  a  smile,  and  gratified 
him  in  the  most  sensible  degree  : 

'^  I  judge  from  these  silent  indications  of 
pleasurable  surprise,"  said  he,  *^  that  the  new 
relation  you  have  obtained,  will  experience 
from  you  at  your  first  meeting,  a  truly  sis- 
terly, a  kind  and  even  a  glad  reception. 
Few  circumstances  will  give  her  greater  de- 
light. She  speaks  of  you,  I  am  assured,  with 
an  admiration — an  eagerness  to  be  permitted 
to  claim  your  friendship,  which  almost  en^ 
titles  her  to  obtain  it  independent  of  every 
other  consideration." — 

*^'  Let  us  talk,"  cried  Adela  hastily,  ''  of 
tlie  flattering  dispositions  which  she  conde- 
scends to  entertain  for  me,  at  some  other  mo- 
ment :  but  at  the  present,  in  pity  to  my  im- 
patience, tell  me  nothing,  Lord  Ennerdale^ 
o   1 
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that  d6es  not  relate  to  this  incredible — this 
astonishing  marriage." — 
T  ^'^rAnd  why,  my  sweet  Adela,  at  a  period 
■which  I  had  flattered  myself  you  would  deem 
so  important  to  our  own  interests,  why  must 
I  speak  only  of  the  affairs  of  others? — Are 
there  not  a  thousand  things  which  it  is  na- 
tural to  suppose  I  must  be  far  more  anxious 
to  say  and  to  hear  from  you? — After  a  sepa- 
ration so  long,  so  painful  and  so  involuntary, 
is  it  not  a  circumstance  of  some  alarm,  to 
find  you  thus  eager  to  fly  to  any  subject  un- 
connected with  our  present  feelings,  or  our 
future  prospects  ? " 

"  I  begin  to  perceive,"  resumed  Adela, 
affecting  to  look  at  him  somewhat  appre- 
hensively, yet  unablet  o  conceal  a  lurking 
smile,  "  that  you  are  come  hither  with  a 
fixed  determination  to  distrust  whatever  I 
do  say,  and  to  reproach  me  for  whatever  I 
do  not  say  ! — This  is  a  little  hard,  and  al- 
most tempts  npe  to  run  back  to  my  father 
to  seek  from  his  lips  the  information  which 
you  have  now  made  me  half  afraid  of  again 
soliciting  from  yours." 

'*  Reprov.e  me — chide  me — say  to  me  what 
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yon  please ;  begin  only,  beloved  Adela^  by 
telling  me  that  absence  has  not  weakened 
your  affection  ! — That  my  return,  my  auspi- 
cious reception  from  your  father,  commu- 
nicates to  you  some  portion  of  the  exquisite 
delight  it  imparts  to  me  ! — In  shorty  tell  me 
frankly,  generously — nobly  tell  me,  that  you 
are  firmly  convinced  it  will  be  the  study  of 
my  future  life  to  promote  your  happiness, 
and  that  you  participate  sincerely  in  the  joy 
which  I  experience  from  your  being,  at 
length,  permitted  to  constitute  all  my  own.'* 

Adela,  unable  to  resist  the  urgency  of  these 
entreaties,  now,  with  bright  yet  glistening 
eyes,  extended  towards  him  her  hand, 
saying-— 

"  I  would  that  the  gift  were  more  deserv- 
ing the  value  you  attach  to  it!  But,  take 
it,  dearest  Algernon,  and  let  the  true  aflTec- 
tion,  the  implicit  confidence  with  which  it 
is  bestowed,  atone  for  all  its  other  imper- 
fections." 

"  It  has  not,"  cried  he,  with  grateful  im- 
petuosity, "  the  shadow  of  an  imperfection 
under  heaven  !  It  is  every  thing  tliat  the 
heart  of  man  could  wish; — kind,  faithful, 
honourable  and  undisguised  !  And  the  fervent 
o  5 
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tondeniess  with  which  I  prize  it,  no  language 
can  do  justice  to. — Sweetest  Adela,  forgive 
the  petulance  of  my  reproaches — the  vehe- 
mence with  which  I  importuned  for  this 
frank  avowal. — That  you  loved  me,  I  had, 
perhaps,  after  the  generous  assurances  which 
you  gave  me  in  town,  no  reasonable  cause 
to  distrust : — but  allow  for  the  alarm  awak- 
ened by  the  prohibition  of  my  letters,  so 
speedily  followed  by  the  intelligence  of  Mon- 
thermer  s  authorized  assiduities." — 

*^  Now,  however,"  cried  Adela,  "  that 
these  alarms  must  either  be  for  ever  banished, 
or  utterly  incurable,  will  you,  at  last,  indulge 
me  with  some  detail  of  my  brother's  [our 
brother's)  history  ?" 

'•  Is  there  any  thing  which  I  ought 
even  to  permit  myself  a  wish  to  refuse  you  ? 
Yet— though  I  have  acknowledged  your  right 
to  my  obedience,  exact  it  with  mercy,  and 
compel  me  not,  this  evening,  to  be  strictly 
minute  in  the  account  you  demand." 

"  Then  I  really  must  have  recourse  to 
Talbot  !~Pray  tell  me,  what  is  become  of 
him  ?  He  would  prove  much  the  most  sa- 
tisfactory narrator  of  the  two." 

"  Possibly  he  might — it  is  therefore  un- 
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liicky   for  you,  that   business    of  his   own 
obhged  him  to  go  back  to  town.** 

"  1  much  question  whether  you  have  the 
humihty  to  think  his  place  very  ill  supplied! 
—But  at  all  events,  I  entreat  you  not  to  d^- 
fer  your  relation  any  longer." 

"  At  what  part  of  the  strange  eventful 
history  must  I  begin  ?  Not,  I  hope,  at  the 
very  first  page  ?'* 

Oh,  yes, — at  the  very  first  page  ! — I  can 
dispense  with  no  one  particular  connected 
with  the  story  !** 

^'  Do  you  know,  that  this  is  nothing  short 
of  absolute  tyranny  ? — And  tyranny,  you 
will  recollect,  is  ever  the  most  infallible 
promoter  of  rebellion  ! — Behold  me,  then, 
a  rebel  declared. — I  am  in  too  great  a  tu- 
mult of  happiness  to  engage  in  a  deliberate 
and  circumstantial  recital  of  other  people's 
adventures  ;  it  is  barbarous  to  expect  it  I 
All  I  can  undertake,  is,  to  answer,  in  as 
few  words  as  possible,  half  a  dozen  leading 
questions. — State  them,  therefore,  dearest 
Adela,  as  expeditiously  as  you  can." 

'^This  is  being,  indeed,  in  open  revolt!  But 
to  do  the  best  1  can  with  so  refractory  a  sub- 
jectp  let  me  begin  by  asking  where,  when, 
o  6 
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and  from  whom  the  news  of  my  brother's 
marriage  first  reached  you  ?" 

'^  Here  are  three  questions  in  one,  which 
I  shall  by  no  means  allow  you  to  compute 
unfairly  in  the  singular  number.  When  1 
have  answered  them,  let  it  be  remembered, 
that,  according  to  agreement,  I  remain  in 
your  debt  only  for  three  replies  more. — First, 
then,  1  heard  the  intelligence  at  Mording- 
ton-Castle  ; — secondly,  it  reached  me  four 
mornings  since; — thirdly,  it  was  verbally 
communicated  to  me  by  Talbot  Cleveland." 

Adela  now  became  so  earnest  for  less  me- 
thodical, but  more  satisfactory  information, 
that  Lord  Ennerdale  threw  aside  all  raillery, 
and  gave  her,  without  further  hesitation,  the 
most  clear  and  accurate  account  in  his 
power. 

He  reminded  her,  that- on  the  first  arrival 
in  town  of  the  Dowager  Lady  Ennerdale,  she 
had  accounted  for  not  having  brought  with 
her  his  sister,  by  acquainting  the  Annesleys 
and  himself,  that  she  had  left  her  to  spend 
a  few  weeks  at  the  house  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bellamont,  which  they  had  stopped  at  in 
their  way,  intending,  however,  only  to  re- 
main there  a  single  night.     The  master  of 
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this  habitation,  a  man  of  large  fortune,  and 
very  extensive  acquaintance,  was  making 
sumptuous  preparations  for  the  celebration 
of  his  son's  one-and-twentieth  birthday,  and 
collecting,  on  the  occasion,  as  numerous 
an  assemblage  of  guests  as  his  spacious 
residence  would  contain. 

Amongst  the  rest,  soon  after  the  esta-r 
blishment  of  Miss  Mordington  in  this  <ray 
mansion,  arrived  young  Bel  lament's  parti- 
cular friend,  and  one  who  seemed  to  be  in 
high  favour  with  both  his  parents,  Julius 
Cleveland. 

Julius  and  Miss  Mordington  were  person- 
ally unacquainted  :  but  they  each,  from 
family  considerations,  had  reason  to  dis- 
hke  becoming  inmates — and  each  adopted 
towards  the  other,  a  system  of  studied  re- 
serve, and  deliberate  avoidance. 

The  Bellamonts  exerted  their  utmost 
ingenuity  to  dispel  this  mutual  antipathy. 
They  were  partial  alike  to  Miss  Mording- 
ton and  to  young  Cleveland  ;  and  it  struck 
them,  that  if  they  could  succeed  in  esta- 
blishing any  thing  like  amity  between  two 
individuals,  each  so  beloved  in  their  respec- 
tive families,  they  should  be  efiecting  an 
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act  of  real  usefulness,  and  preparing  the 
way  for  the  general  reconciliation  of  both 
the  houses. 

^'  Upon  this  principle/'  proceeded  Lord 
Ennerdale,  '^  these  intermediating  powers, 
put  into  play  their  profoundest  arts  of  po- 
licy, and  brought  into  action  every  engine 
they  could  employ,  to  forward  their  pacific 
measures.  The  most  effectual  of  thes^' 
instruments,  I  believe,  though  the  one 
which  they  could  claim  the  least  merit  from 
having  provided,  was  Eudocia's  extraordi- 
nary beauty.  You  have  seen  her,  my  Adela, 
and  will  exculpate  me  from  the  chargcof 
mere  fraternal  vanity  when  I  thus  venture 
to  express  myself.  To  these  personal  at- 
tractions, aided,  perhaps,  by  the  concilia- 
tory efforts  of  the  Bellamonts,  your  bro- 
ther, after  a  short  and  ineffectual  struggle, 
imperceptibly  began  to  yield.  It  was  so 
arranged,  that  no  place  was  ever  vacant  for 
him  at  table,  but  one  next  my  sister ;  no 
other  partner  could  ever  be  found  disen- 
gaged for  him  to  dance  with  ; — if  she  rode 
out,  he  was  the  first  gentleman  named  by 
the  Bellamonts  to  escort  her.— In  short, 
wherever  she  chose  to  go,  whatever  plarv 
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she  proposed,  whatever  amusement  she  en- 
gaged in,  it  seemed  inevitably  decreed  that 
JuHus  Cleveland  should  be  at  her  side— 
that  Julius  Cleveland  v/as  to  be  its  par- 
taker. 

"  These  assiduities,  flattering,  atfirr;t,  to 
Eudocia's  vanity  only,  by  degrees,  acquired 
importance  in  her  eyes  from  softer  motives. 
She  spent  at  Mr.  Bellamont's  a  fortnight  in 
the  daily  habit  of  seeing  her  new  captive, 
in  the  constant  practice  of  walking,  riding, 
dancing,  or  conversing  with  him  ;  and  at 
the  termination  of  that  fortnigbi,  it  would 
have  been  difficult  to  decide,  whether  the 
lad}''  or  the  gentleman  was  most  in  love. 

'*'  On  the  return  to  town  of  your  brother, 
wdth  feelings  respecting  my  family  and  my- 
self so  entirely  changed,  it  was  a  blow  to 
him  the  severest  that  could  have  been  in- 
flicted, to  hear  that  I  had  made  proposals 
which  had  encountered  so  unqualified  a  re- 
pulse.— With  what  hopes  of  si  ccess  could 
he  now  apply,  either  to  me  or  to  Lady  En- 
nerdale,  for  the  hand  of  Euuouia  ?  How 
could  he  ever  bear  to  confess  to  his  father 
the  revolution  which  his  sentiments  had 
undergone? — the  heavy  penalty  which  hq 
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was  paying  for  exciting  prejudices  against 
me,  now  become  so  detrimental  to  his  own 
prospects  ?  Was  there  the  smallest  chance 
that  Mr,  Cleveland  would  take  any  steps  to 
forward  an  union  between  his  son  and  the 
sister  of  him  whom  he  had  so  imperiously 
rejected  for  his  daughter? — Julius  despair- 
ed, and  perhaps  not  unjustly,  of  being 
able  to  instigate  his  father  to  so  extraordi- 
nary a  proceeding  :  and,  therefore,  relying 
wholly  on  the  influence  which  he  had  ob- 
tained over  Eudocia,  he  d^^termined  to  com- 
mit his  cause  exclusively  to  her  arbitration  ; 
to  entrust  no  one  with  his  projects,  nor 
to  hazard  their  success  by  an  application  to 
any  human  being,  either  for  assistance  or 
counsel. 

^^  Thus  stood  affairs,  when  he  learnt  that 
she  also  was  now  come  up  from  Mr.  Bella- 
mont's  ;  that  she  Vt'as  in  town  with  Lady 
Ennerdale,  but  speedily  about  to  accompa- 
ny her  on  a  visit  to  Mrs.  Elmer,  near 
Richmond. 

"  Instantly  his  imagination,  fertile  in  ex- 
pedients, suggested  to  him  the  plan  of  in- 
ducing your  father  to  take  this  villa.  He 
had  never  been  introduced  to  Mrs.  Elmer  ; 
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but  his  friends,  the  Bellamonts,  heing  of 
the  party  at  her  house,  he  was  assured  of 
gaining  through  their  means,  frequent  op- 
portunities of  seeing  my  sister ;  and  knew, 
that  in  all  his  measures  for  that  purpose,  he 
should,  unsolicited,  possess  in  them  the. 
readiest  abettors.  Fortune  favoured  his 
views  by  unexpected  circumstances.  Lady 
Ennerdale  left  Eudocia  a  week  at  Richmond 
whilst  she  made  an  excursion  to  visit  an  old, 
friend  twenty  miles  distant.  During  that 
week  he  met  her  almost  daily  ;  he  even  ob-r 
tained  an  introduction  to  Mrs.  Elmer,  and 
appeared  at  the  house  openly." 

'^  And  did  Mrs.  Elmer  receive  with  fa- 
vour," said  Adela,  "  one  who  she  could 
not  be  ignorant  had  shev/n  himself  so  little 
your  friend  r" 

^^  The  Bellamonts,"  answered  Lord  En- 
nerdale, "  had  paved  the  way  for  him,  and 
prepared  her  to  view  him  no  longer  as  my 
enemy,  but  as  the  lover  of  Eudocia.  Mrs, 
Elmer  has  no  aversion  to  a  little  of  the  con- 
sequence attached  to  being  ^  patroness. 
She  probably  concluded  also,  that  in  giving 
countenance  to  the  passion  of  Julius,  she 
was  forwarding  my  interests ;   and,  no  doubt. 
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as  lie  took  infinite  pains  to  recommend  him- 
self to  her,  she  soon  became  well  disposed 
to  serve  him  on  his  own  account.  But  the 
necessity  of  doing  this  with  caution,  was 
apparent  ;  and,  therefore,  she  submitted, 
though  with  reluctance,  to  deny  herself  the 
pleasure  of  again  seeking  to  cultivate  your 
acquaintance." 

*'  Yet  why,"  interrupted  Adela^  "  were 
they  all  so  afyaid  of  me  ?" 

*^  Because,  my  sweet  friend,  they  were 
averse  from  putting  it  into  your  power  to 
give  me  any  intimation  of  what  was  going 
forward.  To  confess  the  truth,  I  had,  at 
that  time,  an  abhorrence  of  your  brother's 
disposition  (the  worst  parts  only  of  which 
were  known  to  me)  that  would  have  ren- 
dered me  as  inimical  to  his  pretensions,  as 
he  had  been  to  mine.  He  had  taught  me 
to  believe,  that  fierceness,  intolerance,  and 
implacability,  were  the  luiextioguishable 
vices  of  his  nature.  Pardon  these  harsh 
expressions.  I  now  disown  them  : — he  has 
nobly  redeemed  his  character  with  me,  and 
given  me  every  reason  to  hope  that  my  sis- 
ter's happiness  is  in  perfect  security." 

Adela   looked  sensibly   gratified  by  the 
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conclusion  of  this  speech,  and  hstened 
with  increasing  interest  to  the  sequel  of 
the  tale. 

"  The  distrust  of  my  approbation;'  re- 
sumed Lord  Ennerdale,  "  wliich  they  both 
entertained,  and  which  rendered  them  so 
cautious  of  betraying  to  me  their  attach* 
ment,  was  founded  on  such  just  grounds, 
that  had  Julius  stepped  visibly  forward  as 
Eudocia's  suitor,  I  should  have  exerted 
every  possible  means  to  separate  them  im- 
mediately. True,  their  marriage  might 
have  facihtatcd  my  ow^n  :  but  could  I  be  so 
selfishly  regardless  of  her  fate,  as  to  yield 
her,  (solely  to  promote  my  own  advantage) 
to  a  man  of  whom  I  fancied  mysoJf  justi- 
fied in  thinking  so  ill  ? — No,  dearest  Adela  j 
not  even  to  obtain  yoi^,  could  I  thus  inhu- 
manly have  sacrificed  my  sister! — And 
happy,  most  happy,  ought  I  to  think  my- 
self, that  I  was  spared  a  conflict  wdiicli 
could  not  but  have  inflicted  anguish  upon 
me,  in  whatever  way  1  had  decided  it. 

''At  length,  the  visit  to  Mrs.  Elmer  drew 
towards  a  period,  and  Eudocia  informed 
your  brother,  that  Mordington  Castle  was 
dQcrced  to  be  her  next  place  of  residence. 
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The  intelligence  threw  him  into  despair  !—* 
Under  my  roof^  under  my  eye,  what  hope 
could  he  preserve  of  ever  seeing  her  ?  of 
ever  (without  great  risk)  even  hearing  from 
her,  or  being  at  liberty  to  write  to  her  ? — • 
He  sued  perpetually  for  fresh  interviews,  to 
convince  her  of  the  necessity  of  a  clandes- 
tine union.  He  urged  the  certainty  of  his 
father's  forgiveness,  the  probability  of  my 
concurrence,  were  the  match  once  effected  : 
but  forcibly  represented  the  total  hopeless- 
ness of  obtaining  our  previous  consent. 

"  The  mind  of  poor  Eudocia  was  cruelly 
torn  by  contending  sentiments.  She  loved 
your  brother  with  a  tenderness  of  which 
her  gay  nature  seemed  scarcely  susceptible  ; 
she  also,  most  affectionately  loved  me.  The 
horror  which  she  sometimes  felt  whilst  an- 
ticipating the  consequences  that  might 
result  from  her  compliance — the  revival  of 
all  that  hostility  which  had  formerly  been 
so  active  between  Julius  and  myself,  and 
the  sanguinary  scenes  to  which  it  might 
lead,  nearly  demolished  her  ! 

*'  At  this  important  crisis,  Talbot  Cleve- 
land, like  a  guardian  spirit,  stepped  for- 
ward to  their  relief,  and  became  active  iii 
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his  exertions  to  guide  them  through  their 
difficulties. 

'^  He  alone,  of  any  of  his  family,  had 
been  admitted  into  your  brother's  con- 
fidence. He  was  now  written  to  at  his 
father's  country  residence,  and  urgently 
implored  to  come  up  to  his  friend's  assist- 
ance. Half  shrinking  at  the  responsibility 
which  his  compliance  would  bring  upon 
him,  hid  yet  generously  defied  all  hazards, 
and  set  forward  without  delay.  Their  em- 
barrassments were  unreservedly  entrusted 
to  him,  and  their  plans  fearlessly  revealed. 
He  saw  that  it  was  too  late  to  employ  dis- 
suasive arguments  ;  their  purpose  was  fixed, 
— the  bow  was  bent, — to  aid  its  shaft  in 
flying  with  effect,  was  all  that  a  friend  could 
now  hope  to  perform. 

^'  Lady  Ennerdale  had  given  notice,  that 
previous  to  her  departure  for  Northumber- 
land, it  was  her  intention  to  spend  some 
days  at  her  house  in  town.  Eudocia  was 
to  accompany  her;  and  Talbot  strongly 
recommended,  that  the  elopement  on  which 
he  now  saw  her  resolved  to  venture,  should 
take  place  from  thence,  rather  than  from 
Richmond,     It  would  excite  less  attention ; 
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and  it  would  certainly  remain  longer  undis- 
covered by  Mr,  Cleveland^  or  by  any  one 
invested  with  authority  to  pursue  and  bring 
them  back.  To  this  judicious  advice^  he 
added  the  offer  of  being  their  companion 
on  their  route  to  Scotland;  not,  indeed, 
the  whole  way,  but  as  far  as  it  conducted 
towards  Mordington- Castle  ;  within  a  stag6 
or  two  of  which  he  proposed  to  quit  them, 
and  be  the  first  to  annt  unce  to  me — to  pal- 
liate and  quahfy  the  errand  on  which  they 
were  proceeding. 

"  Ihis  generous  service,  my  Adela,  he 
faithfully,  let  me  say,  even  eloquently,  per- 
formed. From  his  lips,  I  learnt  the  whole 
detail  which  1  have  been  giving  to  you ; 
and  to  the  energy  of  his  warm  friendship,  is 
to  be  attributed  the  brighter  point  of  view 
in  which  I  now  behold  your  brother's  cha- 
racter. But  nothing  that  the  zeal  of  his 
representations  dictated,  weighed  with  me 
so  powerfully,  as  the  repeated  assurances 
which  fell  from  him,  of  the  unremitting 
kindness  you  had  experienced  from  Julius 
during  the  period  of  your  residence  with 
him  at  this  place.  Talbot  dwelt  on  the 
subject  with  a  complacency   and  perseve- 
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ranee  tiot  less  honourable  to  his  judgment 
than  to  his  heart ;  he  saw  that  he  had 
touched  the  right  string;  —  he  saw  hovr 
gratifying  to  me,  and  how  effectual  in  era- 
dicating ancient  prejudices,  were  the  in- 
stances of  fraternal  regard  which  he  re- 
counted :  and,  in  policy  as  well  as  in  friend- 
ship, he  very  justly  concluded,  that  he 
could  scarcely  persist  too  long  in  inult"p;y- 
ing  .these  testimonies  of  my  new  brother's 
worthiness." 

*^  Kind  and  amiable  Talbot!"  exclaimed 
Adela ;  *'  How  well  this  office  of  peace- 
maker suited  his  benevolent  nature  !  Did 
his  rhetoric  speedily  as  well  as  fully  pre- 
vail?" 

**  I  am  not,  let  me  flatter  myself,  syste- 
matically vindi  tive,"  replied  the  Earl ;  "  be- 
sides, could  I  be  otherwise  than  supremely^ 
rejoiced  to  listen  to  assertions  which,  coming 
from  such  authority,  I  felt  myself  so  well 
justified  in  crediting?  The  marriage  of 
Eudocia,  it  was  instantly  apparent  to  me_, 
held  forth  the  fairest  prospect  of  accele- 
rating my  own  happiness  :  to  make  it,  in  all 
respects,  a  source  of  congratulation,  I  re- 
quired but  to  hear  that  it  threatened  not 
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-  the  destruction  of  hers.  We  are  prompt  in 
believing  what  we  fervently  wish.  Talbot 
found  me  so  accessible  to  conviction,  that 
as  soon  as  our  conference  ended,  he  set  for- 
ward again,  indefatigable  in  the  cause  he 
had  undertaken^  to  apprise  the  adventurous 
travellers  of  the  result  of  his  mission,  and 
to  bring  them  immediately,  at  my  invita- 
tion, to  Mordington-Castle." 

The  softness  of  Adela's  approving  smile, 
as  she  listened  to  this  information,  pene- 
trated Lord  Ennerdale  with  delight  and 
gratitude.  Without  allowing  him,  however, 
to  pause  in  his  little  narrative,  she  pressed 
to  hear  its  conclusion^  and  he  thus  went  on  : 

"  After  the  departure  of  the  friendly 
Quixote,  I  prepared  Annesley  and  Lady 
Isabella,  who  were  still  my  guests,  for  the 
unexpected  reinforcement  to  our  party 
which  they  would  soon  behold.  I  then  gal- 
loped over  to  Rosedown-Court,  to  commu- 
nicate all  these  wonders  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Somerville,  and  frankly  to  confide  to  them, 
my  fixed  determination  to  await  only  the 
arrival  of  Eudocia  and  her  two  companions, 
ere  I  took  post,  and  hastened  to  renew  the 
proposals  which    I    had    once    before    (but 
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under  circumstances  so  much  less  propitious) 
made  to  xMr.  Cleveland.  With 'their  accus- 
tomed zealous  friendliness,  they  app'auded. 
and  most  cordially  wished  success  to  my 
purpose  ;  and  I  left  them,  in  order  to  be 
in  readiness  at  the   Castle  to  welcome  my 
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^'  It  was  noon  the  following  day  ere  they 
arrived.  Of  Eudocia's  embarrassed  and 
diffident  countenance,  on  first  meeting  my 
eyes,  after  the  clandestine  step  in  which  she 
had  been  engaged,  it  is  perhaps  scarcely 
generous  to  speak.  You  may  easily  imagine 
that  the  moment  must  have  been  painfuL 
The  frank  affection  with  which  I  embraced 
her,  and  the  heartiness  of  my  felicitations 
dissipated,  in  some  measure,  her  confusion, 
and  recalled  her  banished  smiles.  But  of 
your  brother,  my  beloved  Ade'a,  it  is  impos- 
sible to  say  too  much.  His  open,  manly 
deportment, — the  look  of  honest  concilia- 
tion with  which  he  extended  towards  me 
his  hand, — the  sun-shine  of  joy  illuminating 
his  whole  aspect, — the  g^ratitude  which  he 
expressed  towards  Talbot,  and  the  tender- 
ness which  he  manifested  for  his  ill-assured 
bride, — these  alone  would  have  made   me 

VOL.    IV.  p 
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his  friend,  had  no  disposition  to  become 
such  previously  existed. 
};  K  ti  Q^Y  interview^  I  beheve,  (impatient  as 
I  was  to  commence  my  journey)  lasted 
nearly  two  hours.  I  informed  him  whither 
I  was  speeding.  He  gave  to  my  plan  the 
most  animated  encouragement  •  was  san- 
guine in  predicting  from  it  the  happiest 
result;  and,  consenting  to  remain  in  his 
present  quarters  till  he  heard  from  me^  I 
commended  him  to  Annesley's  care,  and  J 
sprung  v^ith  a  bounding  heart  into  my 
chaise." 

'^  And  was  it  Talbot's  own  proposition  to 
become  the  companion  of  your  journey  r" 
inquired  Adela. 

^'  He  was  desirous,"  answered  Lord  En- 
nerdale,  '^  to  reach  home  ere  any  misrepre- 
sentations of  the  part  which  he  had  acted 
could  gain  access  to  his  'ather's  ear.  His 
object,  he  said,  in  accompanying  Julius, 
oeing  accomplished,  he  had  now  no  motive 
to  defer  his  return.  Hearing  him  thus  ex- 
press himself,  I,  of  course,  offered  him  a 
seat  in  my  carriage:  but  it  wax  not  till  we 
entered  London,  that  the  thought  occurred 
to  me,  of  soliciting  him  to  proceed  hither^ 
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in  order  to  prepare  the  spirits  as  well  as 
temper  of  Mr.  Cleveland  for  my  reception." 

Lord  Ennerdale  then  concluded  his  long 
explanation  by  stating,  that  when  her 
father  (apprised  of  his  arrival)  joined  him 
in  the  study,  a  glance  sufficed  to  convince 
him,  that,  at  length,  he  was  considered  as 
no  unwelcome  visitor.  Talbot  was,  for 
some  time,  the  chief  orator  of  the  little 
party.  He  detailed  the  whole  history  of 
Julius  ;  and  ending  by  an  intimation  of 
the  aim  which  had  now  brought  Lord  En- 
nerdale, left  him  and  his  uncle  to  its  free 
discussion,  and  took  his  leave. 

The  conference  which  ensued  was  most 
amicable  and  satisfactory  on  both  sides. 
Mr.  Cleveland,  whose  dread  had  been  so 
intense  lest  a  revival  of  hostilities  between 
Julius  and  Lord  Ennerdale  should  have  re- 
sulted from  the  recent  elopement,  seemed 
now  to  think  that  his  Lordship  s  renewed 
proposals  could  scarcely  be  accepted  with 
expressions  of  too  much  gratitude,  or  that 
their  past  rejection  could  be  apologized  for 
with  too  much  contrition.  The  encourage- 
ment lately  given  to  Major  Monthcrmer, 
and  the  negociations  entered  into  with  Lord 
P2 
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Hothbury,  had  not,  he  said,  proceeded  to 
such  lengths,  as  to  render  their  revocation 
dishonourable.  He  had  always  annexed  to 
his  consent  a  saving  clause — an  "  z/*"  of 
*^  much  virtue^  Adela,  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  was  to  dispose  of  her  hand  only  upon 
the  supposition  of  her  willing  coniphance  ; 
—  if  she  evinced  reluctance,  the  treaty  was 
to  be  considered  as  null  and  void.  This 
happy,  and  most  provident  if,  Mr.  Cleve- 
land seemed  to  hope,  would  level  all  diffi- 
culties, and  disarm  all  resentment. 


CHAP.    XV. 


CONCLUSION. 


Her  father's  entrance  at  ^ength  put  an  end 
to  the  confidential  dialogue  which  had  so 
deeply  interested  Adela's  feelings,  and  so 
exclusively  engaged  her  every  thought. 

Whatever  drawbacks  to  esteem,  in  the 
opinion  of  Lord  Ennerdale,  were  the 
worldly- mindedness,  the  glaring  ambition 
of  his  destined  father-in-law^  he  was  at  this 
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moment  too  happy,  too  abundantly  satisfied 
with  the  favour  that  had  been  shewn  him, 
to  examine  the  motive  whence  that  favour 
sprung  with  very  severe  accuracy,  or  to  he- 
sitate in  manifestincj  eyery  symptom  of  re- 
spect which  the  new  situation  lie  was  placed 
in,  seemed  indispensably  to  require. 

But  Adela,  in  flying  towards  Mr.  Cleve- 
land, to  acknowledge  in  broken  accents  the 
full  contentment  of  her  heart,  and  the  af- 
fectionate thankfulness  towards  him  with 
which  it  overflowed,  acted  from  no  effort  of 
cold  principle,  bu^  was  solely  instigated  by 
impulse  and  genuine  feeling.  Her  father 
was  in  many  respects  wholly  unamiable ; 
but,  not  more  wilfully  blind  was  he  to  his 
own  defects,  than  his  daughter  had  scru- 
pulously chosen  to  remain.  The  wish  to 
love  and  revere  him  had  been  so  persevering, 
that  it  had  at  lenocth  eflected  its  own  realiza- 
tion.  And  thus  the  virtuous  propriety 
with  which  she  had  not  only  subdued  in 
herself,  but  discouraged  in  her  brother,  au 
propensity  to  cabal,  to  censorious  rctrc- 
spcctions,  to  irritating  murmurs,  had  ob- 
tained its  meed,  and  tended  to  confirm  those 
sentiments  of  filial  veneration  without 
p  3 
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which  she  could  have  known  no  happiness 
under  the  paternal  roof. 

After  bestowing  upon  her,  with  an  em- 
brace that  proceeded  from  real  regard^  a 
benediction  somewhat  parading,  Mr.  Cleve- 
land led  her  towards  Lord  Ennerdale,  and 
jilacing  lier  hand  within  his^  solemnly  said-^ 

'^  J  give  you,  my  lord^  in  this  truly  ex- 
cellent young  creature,  a  treasure  of  which 
I  have  but  recently  learnt  to  estimate  the 
fall  value.  Make  her  as  happy  as  she  is 
deservino:.  I  feel  convinced  that  she  will 
not  prove  less  exemplary  as  a  wife  than  she 
has  been  irreproachable  as  a  daughter." 

Lord  Enoerdale  not  only  believed  all 
this,  but  ten  thousand  times  more.  Yet, 
there  was  something  ostentatious  in  the 
manner  of  saying  it,  that  repressed  the  over- 
flowings of  his  heart,  and  he  could  only 
bow  in  assenting  silence. 

It  was  now  near  midnight,  and  it  became 
necessary  to  settle  where  the  Earl  was  to 
seek  repose.  Nothing  called  him  imme- 
diately to  London;  every  thing  detained 
him  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  villa.  Yet 
as  Mr.  Cleveland  (desirous  to  avoid  what- 
ever might  give  sudden  umbrage  to  Mon- 


TRAITS    OF    NATURE.  319 

thermer  and  Lord  Rothbury)  made  him  no 
offer  of  an  apartment  under  his  roof,  he  re- 
quested that  a  servant  might  be  sent  to 
sohcit  for  him  a  bed  at  Mrs.  Ehner's.  Tlie 
application  was  successful ;  and  he  at  length 
took  leave  with  a  heart  lightened  of  every 
care — almost  forgetful  indeed  that  care, 
"  the  penalty  of  Adam/'  could  ever  ap- 
proach him  again. 

In  the  subsequent  conversations  vehich 
Adela  had  now  daily  opportunities  of  hold- 
ing with  him,  she  demanded  further  expla  ■ 
nations  of  many  circumstances  that  to  her 
were  still  involved  in  mystery.  Respecting 
the  letters  which  he  had  written  to  her  on 
her  first  arrival  at  her  fl\ther's,  she  w^as 
anxious  to  know  by  whom  they  were  direct- 
ed and  forwarded. 

'^  They  were  always  sent,"  answered  he, 
"  under  cover  to  my  sister,  at  Mrs.  El- 
mer's, and  she  employed  her  maid  to  for- 
ward them  to  yours." 

"  But  after  I  had  forbidden  Amy  to  re- 
ceive them,  was  it  your  sister  who  procured 
agents  to  place  them  upon  my  dressing- 
table  :-" 

V  4 
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**  One  of  her  principal  agents/'  said  he, 
smiling,  ^' was  JuUus  himself  !  He  has  ac- 
knowledged to  Talbot,  that  ia  his  anxiety 
to  promote  my  interest,  now  so  deeply  in- 
volved with  his  own,  he  undertook  to 
deposit  safely,  or  cause  to  be  deposited, 
every  letter  which  I  might  entrust  to  Eu- 
docia's  care." 

*'  Then,  I  presume,  that  it  was  likewise 
J  all  us  who  prevailed  upon  the  poor  girl 
whom  my  father  so  precipitately  dismissed, 
to  attempt  insinuating  one  of  these  letters 
under  my  door  ?" 

*^  He  confesses  the  heinous  fact !  But  the 
trifling  pecuniary  reparation  which  he  put 
into  3^our  hands  for  her,  was  not  tfie  only 
one  to  which  his  sense  of  justice  urged 
him.  He  prevailed  upon  Eudocia  to  inte- 
rest Mrs.  Elmer  in  her  behalf,  and  that  lady 
has  taken  the  banished  culprit  into  herowu 
service  " 

^^  I  am  glad  that  Julius  was  so  consider- 
ate. But  there  is  one  thing  more,  which  I 
am  much  perplexed  to  understand.  Can  you 
account,  Lord  Ennerdale,  for  the  singular  re- 
serve of  Talbot  respecting  your  sister,  even 
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long  before  Julius  became  acquainted  with 
her  }  The  first  day  I  ever  saw  her,  he  was 
conducting  her  to  her  carriage  from  a  box 
at  the  play  ;  and  when  asked  who  she  was, 
he  absolutely  refused  teUing  her  name,  or 
any  particular  relating  to  her  family." 

''-Talbot  was,  at  the  time  you  speak  of,"* 
resumed  Lord  Ennerdale,  "  undergoing 
something  very  like  persecution  from  his 
mother,  in  order  to  induce  him  to  pa^/  to 
Eudocia  the  most  serious  court.  lie  owns 
that  he  greatly  admired  her,  but  without 
the  smallest  wish  of  ingratiating  himself 
into  her  favour  as  a  lover;  and,  I  believe, 
that  he  was  sincerely  ashamed  of  the  pal- 
pable advances  which  Mrs.  Cleveland  con- 
descended to  make  to  her.  Eudccia's  feel- 
ings are  a  little  undisciplined  ;  she  ex- 
tremely disliked  Mrs.  Cleveland  and  her 
daughters,  and  treated  them  on  all  occa- 
sions with  provoking  and  cavalier  superci- 
liousness. Talbot,  modest  and  undesigu- 
ing,  she  esteemed  and  distinguished  :  yet 
so  apprehensive  was  he  of  furnishing  en- 
couragement to  his  mother's  unfounded 
hopes,  that  he  was  as  anxious  to  conceal 
my  sisters  gracious  acceptance  of  his  dis- 
P  5 
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interested  attention,  as  a  vainer  man  would 
have  been  anxious  to  proclaim  it :  he  tliere- 
fore  never  mentioned  the  accidental  inter- 
views which  he  had  with  her ;  and  when 
he  met  her  in  the  presence  of  any  of  his 
family,  he  always  held  back,  and  avoided 
as  much  as  possible  either  speaking  to,  or 
looking  at  her. 

"•  How  did  it  happen,"  said  Adela,  '^  that 
so  soon  after  my  arrival  in  town,  your 
sister  should  leave  it,  and  that  we  should 
never  meet  again  till  Julius  brought  us  to- 
gether in  his  boat  ?" 

"  Lady  Ennerdale  seldom  quits  the  coun- 
try till  every  neighbouring  family  has  de- 
serted her,  and  she  is  drawn  from  it  by  the 
dread  of  complete  solitude.  Eudocia, 
therefore,  whilst  you  were  at  General 
Cleveland's,  was  in  London  without  her, 
and  only  for  a  fortnight  or  ten  days,  which 
she  passed  at  Lady  Isabella  Annesiey's. 
The  day  after  you  had  seen  her,  my  Adela, 
she  returned  (however  unwillingly)  to  my 
aunt's  rural  mansion." 

^^  Have  you  heard  from  Lady  Ennerdale 
since  your  sister  left  her  ?" 

*'  Talbot  and  I  met  her  on  the  road  in 
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our  way  up  to  town.  She  was  proceeding 
in  all  haste  up  to  Mordington  Castle^  and 
was,  as  you  will  easily  believe,  much  irri- 
tated^ and  in  extreme  perplexity.  I  stop- 
ped, and  held  with  her  nearly  an  hour's 
conference ;  at  our  parting,  she  pursued 
her  intended  route  with  relenting  thoughts, 
and  ere  this  has,  I  doubt  not,  bestowed 
upon  her  new  relation  the  sincerest  and 
most  cordial  blessing.'^ 


As  Lord  Ennerdale  was  now  almost  do» 
mesticated  at  Mr.  Cleveland's,  and  prepa- 
rations were  openly  making  for  his  beco- 
ming a  declared  member  of  that  gentleman's 
family,  it  was  impossible  longer  to  delay 
the  explanation  due  to  Major  Monthermer 
and  to  his  noble  kinsman. 

Nothing  could  be  more  distressing  to 
Mr.  Cleveland  than  his  meditations  upon 
this  subject;  since,  notwithstanding  his 
assurances  to  Lord  Ennerdale,  it  was  but 
too  certain  that  his  engagements  with  those 
gentlemen  were  infinitely  more  binding 
p  6 
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and  positive  than  he  had  thought  it  condu- 
cive to  his  reput,ation  to  avow. 

He  decided,  at  length,  upon  making  his 
recantation  by  letter :  and  accordingly, 
with  a  prolixity  which  at  least  answered 
the  purpose  of  puzzling  the  cause,  he  sta- 
ted, that  proposals  had,  during  the  spring, 
been  made  to  him  for  his  daughter  by  Lord 
Ennerdale,  which  family  reasons,  at  that 
tiilie,  compelled  him  to  dechne.  Those 
reasons  no  longer  subsisted ;  and  the  Earl 
having  again  applied  for  his  concurrence, 
he  trusted  that  Lord  Rothbury  and  Major 
Mont^hermer  would  deem  him  guilty  of  no 
dishonourable  breach  of  contract,  if  he  con- 
fessed that  he  now  thought  himself  obli- 
ged not  to  withhold  it.  With  innumerable 
specious  professions  of  inviolable  respect, 
deep  regret,  and  bo^indless  gratitude,  he 
had  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

This  flimsy  attempt  at  justification  was 
read  by  those  to  whom  it  was  addressed 
with  mingled  sentiments  of  indignation  and 
contempt.  The  Viscount  especially,  resent- 
ed it  as  a  proceeding  the  most  treacherous 
and  unworthy.  The  Major  v^as  armed  to 
endure  it  more  patiently  by  the  candid  warn- 
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ing  which  he  had  received  from  Adela ; 
and  whatever  might  be  his  opinion  of  the 
father,  lie  at  least  vindicated  the  daughter 
to  Lord  Ilothbury  with  the  warmest  zeal. 

No  answer  was  returned  to  the  plausible 
scroll :  and  three  days"  after  its  deliveiy, 
Major  Monthermer,  still  retaining  his  ^'  un- 
housed free  condition/'  was  on  his  road  to 
Ireland. 

Mr.  Annesley  and  Lady  Isabella,  who 
came  up  to  be  present  at  the  celebration 
of  a  marriage,  which  the  former,  in  parti- 
cular, had  so  long  earnestly  desired,  brought 
intelligence  that  Julius  and  his  fair  partner 
had  quitted  Mordington  Castle,  and  were 
gone  en  a  tour  to  the  Lakes.  Lady  En- 
nerdale  had  likewise  withdrawn  herself, 
and  retired  to  her  accustomed  habita- 
tion in  Lincolnshire,  These  departures 
induced  the  Earl,  immediately  after  pledg- 
ing his  vows  to  the  loved  being  whose  hand 
Mr.  Cleveland  proudly  bestowed  upon  him, 
to  carry  her  down  to  that  favourite  abode  of 
his  youth.  And  Adela,  anticipating  with 
joy  a  meeting  with  her  sister  and  Mr.  So- 
nierville,  and  impatient  to  embrace  the 
engaging  twins  whom   she  had  ever  so  af- 
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fectionately  loved,  set  forward  on  this  jour-^ 
ney  with  every  earthly  blessing  in  prospect, 
and  every  grateful  feeling  in  possession. 


The  aspiring  Alicia^  successful  in  her 
projects,  was  united  to  her  wealthy  admi- 
rer nearly  at  the  same  time  that  Adela,  on 
motives  so  widely  remote  from  all  ambition, 
contracted  her  pure  and  unbought  faith  to 
the  tried  friend  of  her  earliest  years. — The 
succeeding  winter,  as  she  foretold,  saw 
the  affluent  Lady  Harley  at  the  height  of 
all  fashion — admired,  copied,  envied, — but 
(if  she  had  possessed  a  heart)  an  object  of 
the  truest  pity  !  Married  in  the  bloom  of 
youth  to  a  man  twice  her  own  age — dull, 
unfeeling,  selfish-^-she  found  him  possessed 
neither  of  mental  resources,  gaiety  of  tem- 
per, nor  liberality  of  spirit  to  brighten  a 
single  hour  of  her  domestic  life.  She  la- 
vished his  money  with  as  little  veneration 
for  the  donor,  as  she  herself  excited  in 
those  who  saw  the  bawbles  on  which  it  was 
squandered.  She  filled  her  house  with  crouds 
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of  the    idle    and    the    dissipated,  amongst 
whom  it  was  not  even  her  aim  to  procure  a 
friend  : — and  when   they  left  her,  affecting 
fatigue    and     indisposition,    to   emancipate 
herself  from  the  presence  of  her  husband, 
she  hastened  from  the  room  that  held  him, 
and    thought,  (in    comparison   to    his)   the 
society  of  her  waiting-woman  a  happy  ex- 
change.— Often  exposing  herself  to  censure, 
to  misrepresentation,  to  the  danger  of  ruin- 
ing her  fame,  she  yet  had  tlie  prudence  to 
remember  the  fate  of  Lady   Rosalvan,  and 
to  check  her  mad  career  in  time.     She  had 
paid  too  high  a  price  for  the  wealth  and 
consequence  attached  to  her  situation,  rash  • 
ly  to  forfeit  them   for  the  transient  eclat  of 
an   adventure   of  gallantry ;  and  she  knew 
enough  of  her  own  disposition  to  be  aware, 
that  obscurity  and   disgrace  would,  1o  her, 
be  the  infallible  guides  to  an  early  grave. 
With   Sir  Patrick,  therefore,  unloving  and 
unloved,  she  plodded  on  through  a   life  of 
alternate  apathy  and  dissipation — ^  Was  just 
not'  vicious,  ^  and  was  just  not  mad.' 

Of  the  wretched  Lady  Rosalvan,  it  was, 
indeed,  justly  to  be  expected  that  the  exam- 
ple should  prove,  even  to  a  being  thought- 
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less  as  Alicia,  a  most  awful  warning. — The 
dupe  through  Hfe  of  her  own  unsettled 
principles,  her  own  restless  craving  for  ideal 
happiness,  she,  at  length,  became  their  un- 
pitied  victim.  Her  third  marriage,  consi- 
dered in  every  point  of  view,  v\^as  debasing 
and  inexcusable.  She  had  no  longer  the 
plea  of  youth  to  urge  in  its  defence — she 
had  no  longer  the  merit  of  him  whom  she 
chose  to  assign  in  its  vindication.  Norris 
was  of  profligate  habits,  and  vulgar,  yet 
not  unpretending,  manners;  his  connec- 
tions, sordid  and  grasping,  were  the  scourges 
of  Lady  Rosalvan's  existence.  They  preyed 
upon  her  with  the  voracity  of  harpies,  and 
gradually  bereaving  her  of  every  remaining 
comfort,  sunk  her  so  low,  that,  in  the  end, 
.she  sought  refuge  from  her  own  misery  in 
the  dreadful  resource  of  inebriation  ! — This 
destructive  passion,  aided  by  the  domestic 
wretchedness  that  had  given  it  birth,  shor- 
tened her  erring  life,  and  conducted  her  to 
an  unhonoiired  grave  before  she  had  at- 
tained her  forty-second  year. 

Adela  alone,  of  all  who  had  ever  known 
her,  shed  a  tear  to  her  memory^  and  la- 
mented her  premature  fate.     She  sent  for 
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the  worthy  Mrs.  Temple  (that  faithful  do- 
mestic, whose  unfeehng  dismission  had  per- 
haps been  one  of  the  severest  mortifications 
to  which  Lady  Rosalvan  had  been  con- 
demned), and  appointing  her  to  an  easy 
post  in  her  establishment,  befriended  and 
sustained  her  through  life. 

Talbot  Cleveland,  though  so  generous  a 
contributor  to  Lord  Ennerdale's  happiness, 
was  himself  cheerless,  dispirited,  and  al- 
most re})ini ng  for  more  than  a  year  after 
Adela's  marriage.  His  hopes  had  scarcely 
ever  been  sanguine — to  their  object  they 
had  never  even  been  revealed  ;  yet  their 
utter  annihilation  struck  a  chill  to  his 
heart,  threw  a  joyless  obscurity  over  liia 
prospects,  which  it  seemed  to  him  almost 
impossible  that  any  ray  of  brightness  could 
penetrate. 

The  merit  and  sweetness  of  Miss  Rivers, 
whom  accident  first,  and  by  degrees  design, 
brought  him  frequently  into  company  with, 
awakened  him  at  lengrth  to  more  animated 
feelings.  The  death  of  the  unmarried  uncle, 
whom  she  had  accompanied  hrr  mother  to 
visit  near  Mr.  Cleveland's  villa,  produced 
so   advantageous  a  change  in  her  circum- 
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stances,  that  she  became  a  match  for  Tal- 
bot, equal  even  to  General  Cleveland's 
highest  vvdshes  ;  and  on  Adela's  arrival  in 
London,  the  second  spring  of  her  mar- 
riage, she  and  Lord  Ennerdale  had  the  sa- 
tisfaction of  greeting  him  as  a  cheerful 
bridegroom,  and  of  seeing  him  in  grateful 
possession  of  all  those  means  of  domestic 
happiness,  which  he  was  so  well  fitted  to 
value  and  enjoy. 

His  pitiable  sister,  the  severely-smitten 
Jemima,  doomed  to  waste  her  youth^  and 
pine  over  the  decay  of  her  beauty  in  a 
chamber  of  alternate  languor  and  pain, 
owed  every  solace  of  her  melancholy  fate 
to  the  unwearied  compassion  of  the  gene- 
rous Christina.  A  warm  as  well  as  mutual 
affection  in  time  established  itself  between 
them.  The  better  qualities  of  Jemima's 
heart,  after  the  first  bitterness  of  her  re- 
pinings  had  abated,  in  this  enforced  retire*- 
ment  had  leisure  to  expand.  She  became 
patient ;  mournfully,  but  unaffectedly  pla- 
cid— and  for  every  hour  of  ease,  every  tes- 
timony of  kindness,  religiously  thankful. 

Barbara,  wrapped  up  in  self-consequence, 
callous^  though  not  ill-meaning,  useless  to 
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others,  but  exacting  no  assiduity  for  her- 
self, passed  through  a  hfe  of  imaginary 
importance,  with  as  httle  joy  as  sorrow,  aa 
few  expectations  or  disappointments  as  ever 
fell  to  the  lot  of  human  being. 

It  had  been  Adela  s  immediate  care,  on 
the  return  of  her  father  from  Sir  Thomas 
F'orester's  (notwithstanding  the  painful  in- 
quietude of  that  period),  to  communicate 
to  William  Hampden  and  his  rejoicing  fa- 
mily, the  news  of  the  old  Baronet's  relent- 
ing disposition,  and  to  congratulate  the 
young  soldier  on  the  prospects  of  worldly 
prosperity  that  seemed  opening  before  him. 
Her  letter  conveyed  as  much  happiness  to 
Dr.  and  Mrs,  Hampden  as  to  their  son. 
Its  exhortation  to  be  expeditious  in 
paying  the  permitted  visit,  was  with  ala- 
crity obeyed.  Annabel,  weeping  herself, 
was  pardoned  and  embraced  with  tears  of 
paternal  affection.  William  was  enchanted 
by  the  reception  that  was  likewise  granted 
to  him  ;  and  Mrs.  Forester,  sufficiently 
punished  by  the  abortive  result  of  her  in- 
terested scheme,  was  restored,  at  the  inter- 
cession of  the  generous  young  couple,  to 
some  degree  of  favour. 
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William^  raised  to  affluence,  forsook  not, 
however,  his  darling  profession  ;  he  ac- 
quired rank,  obtained  applause  and.  well- 
earned  fame,  and  throughout  his  mihtury, 
as  well  as  his  domestic  career,  proved  him- 
self amply  entitled  to  every  honour  with 
which  he  was  distinguished. 

Julius  Cleveland,  united  to  the  being  in 
the  world  most  formed  to  win  and  fix  him, 
scarcely  retained  in  his  maturity  any  ves» 
tigre  of  the  failinc^s  that  had  shaded  his 
earlier  years.  The  impetu{»sity  of  his  cha- 
racter subsided,  yet  its  spirit  and  frankness 
remained.  The  almost  causeless  enmity 
which  he  had  so  long  in  Vetera  tely  che- 
rished against  Lord  Ennerdale,  was  suc- 
ceeded by  a  friendship  nearly  enthusiastic. 
He  grew  fond  of  literature ;  his  taste  for 
domestic  society  (possessing  in  his  own  fa- 
mily so  many  objects  to  call  it  forth)  aug- 
mented daily.  Proud  of  his  charming 
wife — liberal,  animated,  and  exulting  in 
his  own  felicity,  he  was  justly  regarded  by 
the  large  drcle  of  connections  to  which  he- 
was  alhed,  as  their  greatest  boast,  and  most 
valuable  addition. 

Adela,    good^    disinterested,     guileless-— 
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with  affections  the  most  social — a  teni]>er, 
whose    "unclouded    ray"    shed    heart-felt 
peace  on   all  within  its   influence— an  ala- 
crity  in   dispensing  happiness  as  lively  as 
the  gratitude    with   which   she  enjoyed   it, 
found     in    Lf>rd   Ennerdale    a    companion 
whose   sweetness  of  disposition,  whose  ge- 
nuine warmth  of  heart,  and  high  cultiva- 
ti^  n   of  understanding,    gave   interest   and 
animation   to  every  hour  of  her  existence. 
His  children  she  cherished  with  an  unpa- 
rading    affection,    that    perpetually   height- 
ened   their  father's  grateful  tenderness  for 
herself;    and   whatever   claims,  yet   dearer, 
were  subsequently  made  upon  her  maternal 
tenderness,  she  was   too  generous  to  suffer 
them  to  interfere  with,  or  to  contract  the 
love  she  had  professed  for  these  children  of 
her  adoption      Her  dependants,  and  none 
more  than  the  devoted  (and  still  irtsepara- 
hie)  Amy,  adored  her.     She  was  the  bond 
of  union  between   her  father  and  her  I  rd  -* 
the  gayest,  the  most  benevolent,  and   ever 
the  most  unpresumingof  human  beings. 

FINIS. 


Trinted  by  Cox  an  i  Ba\li8,   G.eal  QuetnSU(it, 
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